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s four vears ;lﬁ when my  fathsere died,  The avly

imﬂ I ks i ocourred while in oa  driving  rain
war s ioped on fhw lee side of Lhe Holoombk Schonl, T was
%h gtorm, @m0 Dad and I plaved a game.  He would gusss
o From which the nest Lightnivg bolt would comes. b
1 ti1t the sooner we heard the thunder, the classr the bolt
i llgbénlnq To this day, I still gel 2 kick owdh of  estimating
Histance and dirgction of sach lightning bolt o
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shorm;

I must have besn & handful sarvly on, My father had to do soms
traveling  from  timg to time. &fter one of thoze trips he  came
Bome Lo s2e a new fence z2ll the way around the yard,  This was =&
siurdy, high fence with Zxd's Lop angd botton, and £t was  well
brraeecd  at the corners. Ssems Mother had gottesn tired of her  son
wandering of ¥, dncther problemd Fravcoes, my older sister, bad &
poryy that [ was forever letbting loose. The oony always took  off
to ites formsr bomns, This fsnce wes o keep us both in, It kept
Lhe pony in o all eight, but I sisply walked up the brace and  away
I owent. I was only dthree the first time I showsd up a2t my
Granddmolher Thompson's house Tour Dlocks awaey.

Tather died, I was told that I had now becons man ol

. This meant that it was my responsibility o take cars
ot my mother and sisters. Uograw up fTast, and one of my first
jobs was tm been the l1ittle girls ould of dtrouwble. T took my  job
sericusly.  One dey when I ,wés about &, Mothgr instructed me Lo
keasn  Lhe givlis bownsd they took off . Uhen Mother  returnsed,  she
fowred hae feo yvounger deughters tied to o a chair! T had gone oulb
Tooking for them with s ssaddle rope arnd when they gave me Lroubls
I voped ther and tisd them in & chair.

Mol knowimg my father, the bwo men whm rezlly had an impact on
my  life were Unocle Ralph and Doo Fones Falph's trus name wan

ﬁalﬁn Eﬁ%wDPth, L Formery parinesr ﬂf my grandfather aml Father
ivy 8 real estate fivm of CM. Miogustte snd Son (Garden  City,
Haﬂﬁa . welped my Mother durdimy all those difficult “vears
after  the swdiden death of Father in what fto do o get as much
land  free sng cleer asngd how o sell the  rest the best way
possilzle.  He alwavs had time to talk any fims I needed & man's
viswpoint, vy wmamners I have are the suggestions of Uncle Ralgph.
He was nolb big in ﬁtatu?ﬁ ndt weaes the biggeslt man T oever knew.

mag vetarinarian who moved o with & bDunch
it e later became oguiile praﬁpe;nt with  lavoges
in Fimmey Counlty, sspecizslly along Lhe ﬁTLﬂﬁﬁd River,
urnmanﬁnt in the oonmuni iy B“E Lodent of the  local  bank




#rd of the school board and tarrisd a lot of influence wheraver
went

Being an active kid, it didn’t ftake me long to find & neighborn
whis kept horses in his Garn. That meighbor was Doc Jones, T CRIEES
owas  sboul six vears old when Doc grabbed me by the  arm and
marohad me into Fother’s kitchen, He teld Rere I was to stay  oul
of  his barn or he wouwld teke me to the rarteh and maks & cow man
ot of me. She said go akesd. I wes soon @iy to the ranch and
allowed Lo drive a team and ride =z Morze. Befors long, | leerped
srowgh o work cattls andg really was soms belp around the  farerm,
ol can Just bet I thought T owas s "hard” sd that the place
woulad fall apart withowt my Felp.

Chuack  haes asked me, "What do yvou remember about your  father
and Grandfather Niguett=?" ASlmost nothing firsthand, ot for
years as soon as [ told people my nams, the stories e ot

Their real sstate firm was invelved primarily in finding farms
for psople  who wanted to farm in western Fansas. Thesse poople
wiula  avrive on the sarly marring train. With my father dr iving
and  frarcfather sitting sideways in the front ssat,  they  would
take as many as five prospects oub to ses whatl was for sale. The
whazle  deal  would b Wrapped upe-land inspesbed, sold, and  dhe
desd made out in time for e Buyers to take the afternoon  btrain

smat.,

Whem a new owner arrived with his family and goods, my  father
Peloed in any way he could to et them settled. MHe must Mave Rad
a stael lining in his out, for everyvbody talked about Few much e
liked their cocking and coffes. Maturally, some people liked Lthe
#rea and others coulon’t make it Those who mtayed often told  me
Pow grest ths Miowstiss were in h&l&ing them  over the voagh

&y

st Uncls Ralph used tco @ay UM (drandfather) couwld just senme
what  was troubling the new land owner and could  sddress those
proRlems immediately. In all the YERTE e was associstes with the
firm, Uncle Ralph said ke ¢ever heard a falsshood or #
stretohing  of the truth, You can see we Migueties have a lobt  to
Tive wp to,

Grandfather Thompson, on the other hMand, was the Rorssman, the
man. He always hed one horse that cogld raally oo, and Re

2 bit slow to race it I remember Belle Belle was out  of
Father's driving mare and as a colh 077y toldd  nearly killed
Father by kicking him in the head, After that, Grandfather tonk
eviEr and Belle bhecame Mis drivivug horses.

One  time when we were taking egygs to the store, =zome  farmer
drove up along side of gs, Maturally, Belle starisd trotiing =
Little faster and a little faster. We woni but when  we  turned
into  the store, the eggs oidn’ b, Grandmothsr Thompson  was il
abrout five feet tall but she ate Grandfather cdown to a nubbin in
Tast ardar.



Her  family ran to judges and teschers, bub she marvied a3 man
who could pick wp any musical ingstrumsnt and soon have a tune out
of it He endoved plaving at deances and was alwavs ready for fun.
Me never st the world on five making nonsy, but T0°11 bet it wes
graeat bo e with Mim My Mother supposedly bad s bad back so she
coulcdn’t sween the floors, bhut shse  sxerciged horasss For Rim. I
guess Lt about broke Bin up when his son preferred workivg on
machines rather than horses, and becams an anglnesr.

Mother’s nicknams was Topsy while she was growiveg wp, ard as I
Tater found out, she was quite a tomboy. I remssber when 1 ogot my
shotgun to shoot rabbits. With one  lsg draped  arvound the
Memacd ] Lght cf s Mendiel T, I wasn’it having much succasss. She bold
me bo stop, angd then climbed on the ferder herself and showed me
Puxw it was dons.

Every vear, we hat s big gathering of  Dad's  angd Mother's
friemds,  They came from all directions. The men huntesd whateover
they wished; that evening, sverybody ate what they had shot. In
Lhose days  theve were praivie chickens, ducks,  and oguoail  in
ambundancs. At these parties, the kidse slept whevrever they could,
Pike in Jdresser deawers, on guilis, on the floor, It was a Lims
Forr all of these paople who had gons o school foogether Lo catoh
wz. They still came for a muasber of vesrvs afltesr Fathere baod diec)

TO CALIFORMIA

I was eight when Molher decided to move ey Man dMuys,
California. suddenly, I was expected o be & typical cibty kid
arncd get oa blg kick oub of plaving bell and having not & lot to
chn. We lived in an aparitment houss and plaved in the school vard.
It was mighty bordiagd ¥ ohaed never plaved any games and odidntt

cars hoo much about them. The next vear we moved to Orange. I
brad by make &ll omew friends and, of cowrss,  prove mysself by
Lickivg some smart kids and showing themn bhey bad betisr not mess

with me.

A Mrs,  Wood wass o my Tourth arade Leaschee, syl
chatermined to o make me Fib her mold, She caussd me
stigs, astutter, and hate the thought of school. Then
thee  remlization that two could play her game. Why not ms
rmtes  to come bt scohonl? Iogot @y chance ., She cams oud
playground at recess and played secomd bass  during a ball  game,
I ocame wp o bat, oot & single, stretchaed it to oz double, vl
cams  in to sseond Dage sliding, She snded up in center  Tield.
Her legs, & far &s we cold ses, wers  skhimed--plus somns we
couladn’t.  Ehe  and  the principal came to Mother savivey 10 was
incorrigible and 2 menace to socisety. They found ot where I got
my  temper Dhecause Mother Lold themn sxsobly what this woman had
chover to her sweet likable son. That summer we  moved Deack fo

Kansas.
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BACKE TO KANSAS

When  wa returned to Eansss this Lime, I started working  for
real st L ranch. My first Lesm wass o pair of mules,  Jack  snd
Madd, I went fo rakdng h?; The first few days were torture. I
codlan’ b o saslly reach th trip s0 I had to slide off the mamt ho
trip  the raks. My tdil was o sore 1t looked as if I had  been
whidpped,  Gradually, I toughensd up snd I staried Towskidvuy  how 3

gl et on oa hurmu. I 1 got up =arly, I could g atter Ll
horses,  This  was Paaven o ome. I got up in the dark, oot omy

e, and took off for the pasture. The Porss I orode could  Find
the other horses znd as it begar o lightsn I found  the obbers
and  sant them Ltrotbing for the corral,  Ag Ll sun ross, sach
horss’s  head wsoald be ot lined aoainst the sunrise. Talk about
Bgautby ! That was it

That fall I oot my chance to be a rider,  We moverd  catils
around  to kesep  them on goid grass. Also, thers was & Lok of

separating.  Some cows failed to have 2 ca s1f mnod were moved  fo
the feed 1ot to be fatltened Fop market, Calves were culled to b
#ither sold as fesders or kept as herd replacements. T gt my
string of saddle horses. T was some prowd of them. Man, I sure

hated going back o ﬂchmml. Iwas told T could work wesksonds =271
bBesp my string of horses. As lovg as I worked for Doc Jores, T
lad a say  as to omy string of horses. Sure, I Hept picking horses
because  » lot of that first bunch wers old  retalvers Bt ey
ware sonstidng special for s Timyear-—old Doy,

Lrday atlernoon the ranch knocked off waork . Thers  was
the stoeck tank ia 5 Bath and Lo put on clean
ITosced up in the bruck dﬂj headed for fown. When YL
waaek iy bhe ﬁand Mills vou haon't seen arything gresn
Lol o when fthe truck Rit bbe iast hill over ook ing
Rivaer bottom I thmught it was heaven to zee a1

ems arnd alfalfs
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e soon as Toooalo graw sone fuzs on my chin, [ joined the
sl to the barber shop. e come in ared sat down in the First

emprty  chair.  As the barber finisheco each  man, the whole line
moved up o the next cheir,  For a lovng time, I didn't have much

o shave off, but I liked the hotb bowesl and the Murine in my ey
Lo take out the sand and ous

At the barber shop, we got a2 chance to zay what hao hapooned
o our spread that wsel snd find oot what the others had done.
Dur Dunch was always comparing my latest stunt io Bobby Lomg  whoo
had started with Caldwell Hicks: Spraad about the ssme time. OF
courss, nobody stretohed the truth much At least most  of  the
timg, I reooognized the incident, I alao liked the storisg, P
Puorrse bucked quite 20 Fard as they did in that pbarber shop., Lowis
Lidmour coald weite anobler 100 Dooks with that materisl.

You  can et omy skunk Btory was told  for weeks Sfter it
happened. 1°d heard that a skounk couldn’ i get vou i vow pick it
up by the tail. Well, T was raking hey amd saw a fanily of skunks
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walkdvuy  throwgh the mown hay, I radsed the testh of  the rabe,
drove  owver bhe shunks, bthen resched down anod grabbed the last
paby shkunk by the fail. Nothing happened! Pervhaps it was foo
vourg, bt I owasn't sure. I odrove over Lo where  they  wers
stacking hay and threw the baby sbunk o the fop of the stack. It
was it Lo voursg, The stackers cams off that  stack any way they
gl in fact, they had o move to ancther area . Yes, they
tamed  my 511 but good with 5 peiv of chaps. The guys who  were
et involved laughed so havd they coulon't Lill me.

ooking back, I ra;menber working, rather than fun and  games,
all  throwugh high school. Moreover, I owss growing too fast fo
keep  my feslt from knocking over chaivs, Mother decided that  here
gz sheuld Join the Silver Slipper  Dance group.  Mavbe  soms
dancing  lessons would tesch me to know whers wmy fast wverse going
it Ever o often, we algo had a2 parity dance. I awickly
tearned that the teachsr was the best dancer, and she felt  darn
mice too, I would goe early and learn the new dance step for  the
evening. Laler, she ard I demonstrated the new step o the
clasms. ¥ liked that

;..;

I can remember Deing enviows of several of  the ouvs.,  Ths
undertaker’s  son hed the Cadillac do drive on  important  oates.
Arother guy’s dad had a car agency, so he always had wheels., The

walked on our datzﬁ. Mot counting the Model T (a 210
bargaind, T didn’'t have wheesls wntill T was a sophomore in o ecol leos
arnd . that only lasted a yvesy.

peat  of s

Thi% Model T was g“nat Yol cotlad never  depensd wpon it
mtarhing, syid vl had o o wasich your turns when dedwvivg., IF o you
rvied oo zhort, the body woulon't follow the chassis. For that

PEasor, W never fastensd bthe floor bosrvds, You  slss bad Lo
ramenber thal sz the steering whesl dissppssred vou had fo jerk
up bl gss and spark. The latter  were two leovers on the stesring
column, Dihesrwise, you might be ronm o down by bhe chassis, T odicin’t
ewp it lomgd: brono riding was zafer.

The  summer before T started Lo ocollags, I owasn in onse of the
last catila odrives of the old West., We moved a bevod Feom Lhe
Garden ity arvea o the sand hills of  wsstern bNebraska, 53
Jonwes commarcial  herd wes mnade up of some 2,500 bhead when  he
deediced he woulad go o purebred catile only., He fmuﬂd &  isdyer in
Mebraska., The cost of shipping cattle that far would be terrvible,

50 he decided Lo move thse whole herd in a *1cilm drivis  oovering
some 00 plus miles. This took considerable plamming, as the beed
condlol omarve only abowt 10 miles esach day.  He would nesed a place
tio bed oown the cattle 83 well as provide something for them 40
eal. This might be 3 pasture he could rent, or g farmer’'s  yard
with  ay Lo fesd them, Onos or fwics we left them on bhe  road
where ws fad them hay. I they spent the night on the vond, we
gt wp o lantern at the front and sanother o bhe rear of bbb
cattlie. e Saturday night when we were camped beside the  road,
gome Tallow whoe had dreoenk encugh silage Juice o attempt to drive
theoual thew stopped permanently after he it &2 bulil.



My Joly oon tﬁ@ drive twrned out to be rath&r “1mp!e I was
make  sure no farm dog came oub Barking and scared the cabble. I
BT learned that the best way to do Lhis was to get my  rope
down and Lyry to orope the doet, T ds harder to ropme & dogg than
v bhivk . Howsver, e dogs didn’t koow this and wewld takse off
for the houss.  Of course, a few of thosse farmers didn’t like e
chasing  their dog, but T told ke that it was beiier o rhaze
the dog  fthan have 2,500 head of cattle going through thedir fromt
chizor

One team of horses hdd Tollowad cattle drives for vyeara, This
team  always brought WP bhe rear and was as good ss a0 rider in
kegping  the cattle my g It a oow decided to have = cmlf
While we wars moving, bhe fesm stopped until soheone cams back to
At b calt into the wagon., The cow followesd mlong  bawling,
Getting those calves out in the evening was & chore. A range  cow
doss not take lightly to sonelody messing with her  cmld. The
calf bawls and the cow (plus ber Frismds) gather arvound o detend
the  calf.  The oowbov tries to cdrop the calt  whers the  cow
ian’ i, I thess cows get too numerous, aomnebody has  to adriver
them off. That, too, can be 3 rhore.

CALIFORNTIA, AGAIN

We  hacl a rather strangs setup while we werse Growitey L,
Plather was dﬁtaumlnud to live in California as much ss she could
However, our incoms came from Eansas. ﬁbﬁ“li 22 owners evenitually

suffer loss of income, 30 we were forced to eturn Lo Bansass, Ue
would spend two vesrs in California arsd two vears in Kansas.
Ini California, fo earn spendding money, I found a market  for

newspapers.  These papsrz had to be unfolded and rolled into big
w0 they could be used to wrap bunch vagetables., A Iot  of

le saved their papers for me, and I picked them up with Wy
wagon  every other week. The only trouble waes I 5007 saturated
T mavrbkos arct had to sell the excess papﬁra for dam litile
HEDv ey |

Iiried working in a Turniiture store. This meant I was doivig &
Tot wof dusting and polishing and once in awhils geing on bl
truck to deliver.

I finally comvinced the manager  of a food market to let me
=@l ] produce on commission. I osoon learned that & bBig smile
plus & lot of  attention to the customers paid of f . 1 wowuld ask

Lhe bousswifs for here shopping list, ask  where she Rad parked,
gl tell her of any good desls we had, Then, § owowld fill Fer
o ey and taks 1t to her car. When the customers had Finished
pLying  grocevies,  they would come By and pay me. I knew which
ladies  canmed fruit and coulsd tell tham when & certmin fruit
wotild be st its peak. Some of fthem woullad by five or six lugs  to
£y

I was demn good. Too geovnd at Limes, I owas Barning 7 cents  on
2ach  doliar T twrned  in, and I sede more morey working  on

o



rodmy bhan the regular help did all wesk. Several times I was

Hamtg

iﬂld te pebuild stands or wash up buneh veogetables,  Then, when
ang of my regulars asked for me, the boss would ask scomsbody slse
o owait oon bher, Many bimes bthe customer would just walk owb, or
sy, "I'11 weit for Bob "

One Saturdasy night a ffE I had had & really big day, the boss

informed me thet I had ezrned sore that day than he did for Lha
antire wesk and thaet 1 was through working for him. I went to the
atheer sicde of the strest arod startsd o work for thet stors. The

firsl Saturday I stayed out in front where my custopers cowld ses
me and Defore long most of my regular customsrs had fol lowed  me
toomy new store. That huet!

One of the stores I workss) for was calied Alpha Beta Market.
Onae  Friday night the store csught on firve, so when we reported
Foar work we started cleaning  up the mess and repairing the
huilding. A contraotor was in chargs of the repairvs. Wsll,  =about

11 . or of my Buddies who had gone Lo LA the night befores to
et Vﬂgm cabrles for the market and had workessd some 28 4o 30 howrs

wae  not o working bess fast. The contractor started  raisiveg hell
with Fim, angd I ospoke we, He mede  threatsning noises, so 1
deropped a  crowbar because I owass wup on the reflers angd he  was
below me. That gof his sttention, and he ssid he waes coming  wup.
Before I could part his baiv, the boss vellied for wus o guit for
Phae nmight.  He ftold this conmbtractor e was to beep hiis mind  on
Puilcding, and he would divegct Pis own men, To this day I dom'
breow what wowld have happernscd iF bthis owy had come for oo I
was a high school freshman at bhe bimes,

Oy 0F  the besi oouwrsess 1 oever hed was high  school  General
Soience in Caiifornia, badght by s ladhy with the name, Jessamina
Tilde Brown Eve. She eas fabulows in pointing o new horizons and
then  lstiting ws run bowsrd whetever we  foungd interesting. I
started # butterfly and a mineral collection and developed an
interest In astronomy, free grafting, iology, and bacteriology.
fAs I o said, she taught Gerneral Science with & capital &,

{ had & dog namsd Jack, a Geeman Shephsed, whoe followed me o
schml ane day. He slipped into the coom where she was tesching.
The kids started lawghing, and T jumped wup Lo take bim oowt She

stopoed ms and sxplainsd that this was a2 chance for ws to sty
s Las armd Pow ey work . Jack spesnt BHhe morndog oon hey desk .

v 1oy lastivng eesulit of her class was & bree  in our
bmokyard., We Jdidn’'t have room Tor three ezs, wo [ o graftted  onto
the  orange tres alrsady in the vavrd, a man and & grapsetreuil
It is smimple Lo odo 7 wou know how, Just oick a branch aboout bhe
sams Size Bm Liee oree vow want o add, make a diagonal guwt oon both
Timbe  arngd  wrap them togesther, My sisters angd 1 saw that  bree
gtill bearivg 21l thres Rinds of citrus nearly 40 vears after
glicd the grati.

Eﬂ
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A group of us were interested in minerals. oy fescher fournd an
sbandored tourmaling ming, arnd we were allowed o oo in Lo look



favorite mins was full of guartsz Y g, This ming was olose
enough for ome to ride my bike so 1 fully rlored thias  one.,
Whataver we discoversd or collected wes described with the  Latin
name, whers 1L was found, and any use if applicable. We then mads
dizplayvs o e shown in the soisncs hall,

for  orysials. We also got to sees seversl old gold mines, My
oy &

BACE AGRTHN, KAMSOS

I was back in Hansas for sy sophomore, junior, avwd senior WS
of high srhool,  working at the Jones' &t every cpporbunity,
That' whan my selling ssperience in California really Pl e
fhoe Juﬁ@ﬁ had a herd of registerad cattle, =0 bthere were bulls to
sl l.  The foreman was great on getting the work done but ssened
incapable of selling anything. At any rate, I book over.

When a prospective buver woas e sgpomctad, 1 sased 10 well-merked
bulls into an adjcining pen. Then, I showed him the big corral of
bull calves. At the same time, T would sorta lesn on the  fepcs
where 1 had the 10, Invariably, the bDbuvasy would ask, “Whet are
Ehese bulls?” 1 would say they had been picked owt for Dot o
Tonpie at because  we nesded some voung replacement  bulls, The
upshot was he would of fer o pay full price if ke could iush pick
From  these 10, After s bit, I couwld be persusded because sfter
211 I was “just a fool kidy.

When someome asks, “Where did vou go o college?, I sorta grin fo
myselT I got throwgh high scheool in 1q45 with 10 howrs ool leos
work  alresdy under my beli. (Gardern City Junior fﬁliﬁqe at  that
Lims was in the same building ss the high school, ) Mother snd the
girls were moving bkack to California that vesr. I went aiomg  to
Pelp deive the truck of furniturcs, and we a1l looked for a place
Tor  them Lo $ive, I returned to B State, but before I had  wy
degres I owould also spend 2 vear 2t Sants Ang Junior Collegs .,

BOETATE

Gramdmother Niguettse anod Aunt Winmie Fioursd T would need s
sober, heed working roommate as a good influence during my  First
year of college. They fixed me up that summer while I was  moving
Mother and the giris back fo Californizm. [ took Lthe train boek to
Topeks  with a stop-over in Garvden. Since § was 8 bit siiff  feom
two o days  on the traiv, T oimmediately took of ¢ my shoss to o run
ﬁFﬁUﬁd Lhe lock.  UWhen I szaw the Jonsses on their  poreh, I
stopped Lo Lalk.

.,

When 1 returned o Grandwother’'s house, bere was this hand-picked
poommate-to-be and his mobther. Aunt Winndie bad told then T wowld
not ge far wiihowut shoss, His ioprsssion of me was  $not graat,
L ¢ the bus from Topskas to Manhattan, The bus filled. For
bing capacity, there was & board o pull oul across  the
saw & good looking girl coming, so I stood wup and gave
Frgey oy at it I could lsave my junk where it wes. [ sat on the
Bomesd and got acguainted, Bhe was s B State senior and dold ome

ex



mbwvigt om o dance at the rec Eﬁﬁtd. Ehat might. I bold her T wenald
bz bl Qavl, my new roomnate, odisspproved. He talked long and
Fard about bhe Teact that I ﬂag.’i knmw Paey or baEr Tamily, or what
bived of girl she was, ste. Later, | fouwnd owt shes was oan honor
student, s whesl on campus, and [ endded op representing the
freshmen olass largely dus to the fact I was acqueinted with  the
seniorg oho were rurming campus politics,

I was on the commitisse Lo organize the Indeperndent Stoclent Union
and  Decame active in bthe YMOA, Ruth Hesines, the YWOA director,
Fowumd  mee zan seosllent antidote for Pomesick girvls, MO, T didn't
Ao oa thimg. I ojust listensd and 1=t them do my homework for me.

==

SANTA ANA JUNTOR COLLEGE

Toid

I went back to Qalifornia that summer to make some money. It was
graamt et Lo oworry about vent and sativng money. As 0 the summer
wore o, I odecided T wouwld attend Santa Ang Junidor College for a

)

vear.,  That way 0 cowld save enowgbh o relas a2 it Iater,
Qfficially, I was saving mongy o go back to B State the

Following  wyeayr, But I bowght s Chevy cowps . At that time,  thres
of ws naned Bob oweres deting thves Helens., Ve three Bob's bought a
£EIt uf paint and painted our cars the  same oolor, & aorta
rohin’s-sgg Rlus, My car had a seven-mile horn eavning off 0 e
intake manifold. When I blow my e, those aheed sexpected Lo ses
a semi-truck peass thewm. I had one problem: I lost powsr svery
time I Dlsw the horn, and going we il no way  oould 1 pass
anyibwdy . Another nlce thing, one Helen’s folks had & cabin at the
hevmely aywether Helen's folks hed a smeowuntsin cabkin, I owent back to
Kansas Dita with only the monesy T ogobt out of the car.

1
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Oy, ves, during @hat'yaaP} I trisd saveral new kinds of jobs. 1

was  an assistant rural mail cavvier. This dnvolves putiting the

mail wup ints the proper bins, wrapepivg boredles of mail so youw can

cizliver all of it without back ftracking. My bigoest problem was

iae*:rg track of whose kids were whose, for I had five  or six
ith the samsz last nams.

T aless trigd eing an assistant mortician. When sonebody oied, we
warth for fhe beeody, The day of the funeral, I was an usher  before
the service and, afiegrverd, a2 driver to the cemslery. IF vou wers
lucky, wvour drove the Flower truchk (starndby hearse?. In this case,
after the crowd left the ssrvice, yvouw threw the flowers into  the
haearse arnd chose a back way bto the opmetevy., The flowsrs had o
e spread over the mownd of divt betores the family arrived, The
mExl easiest Jjobh was driving the hearse. Mobody coulcd bhitoh at
wvind LBheres,

The family car? You can have (4. One family 1711 naver Torget.
They were all big peopls, and we had o wss the fold-down seats.
Thess seals folded down into the floor when not in wse. IT we bad
move  bthan Towr people in the family car, the front  sest  was
pushed Foreard ang these seats cams up where you noreally  would
pat your  Test. This one fellow behind me was taking it really
hamrd, arnd b owould snoed o in sy osar. Every bime he  snopied, the



car jumped forward., That Lincoln had the touchiest gas  pedal I
avar  drove. . One of women in the Family sulched Lo my  gproblams
whien - sk nﬂ2v‘ gt }[wﬂfw stop at the next gas  station. It
wasn't  wasy  leiting the direchbor bBnow that T was geivg to be
late, and making suve hni the procession inpt vy going ingtesd
of following me into the ges stetion.

Whaen 1 wanlt back o K State, I recommendsd John Stonsr fior this
Job. He was just starting to date my sister, Ruth, In addition to
the jobs I peeformed, he of ten sang solos at the service., Becauss
Lhere was a hedge of gardenias outsicds the funeral Fons, wse  bobk
Mated the smell of them ever after,

RETURN TO K STATE

The second time back to B State I tried o be o aood stedent snd
stayad away Trom 1] those i imE-consuming asctivities, It was
hurlng an hell witdl I met my future wife. She studied most o f
the time and her ides of goimg ouh owas o the library. My graces
improvad,  Well, this iz almost true. Weekerds wars Tres for fun
and games, and I proved to her oot ing of f wasn't all bad.

Back at K State, I did whatever kind of iobh wes availshle., The
Gohmol  of  Agriculture had soms mares that ke besn  shown st
halter  for years but had never besn broke to harness, There was
an offer to buy them if they were broke. T got the job. First, I
Pad b oget their attention, as they were not scared of avy Lhivug
and not about o work up s swent

Ioalss plaved midwife o 5 bunch of oigs. I had to stay in  the
farrowing  house  at night and cowld study until I Fearcd & sow
grunt. That meant pigs on the way., I picked up the baby pigs, cut
of f the wolf teeth, dipped the cord in Tovdine, and dropped  the
pige  into a2 hested barrel until all the pigs wars born and  the
sow Paed goblen up bo drink

I dipped dce soream ab the school CEBAMETY I even did some
eaching  of Judging while the Rrofs ware  at mestings  and
ivestock  shwws.  The First btime I taugght, I brought  chewing
tobacoo to give the students when T told them Lthat's the only way

Do duddge. When the class srrived, to my dismay, T ssw  girls  in

WORE TIiME

I ogradustsd at miditerm and started 1o ai1ng for & job.  Nobody
wanted to hire me in a worth-while job, for everybody knew it was
just & guestion of time wuntil I would be in the Srmy. I wend  to
the Orarks to interview for a icb managivey & duds ranch. When o
saw the horses all with coliar marks, I had to ask bhow mach Lhey
paicd people o ride work horses, T odicn® L othe dob.

CAnothee jol wes on oa goal farm. ! wss to milk bl goats armd  mabke
chwese . Mo Lharnkst



While in school, I had worked for Purry Facking Co. The Company

had  ftrucks ruming aroimd o farms picking up cream,  egos, and
chickens. The ohickens were put into special pens and fed s high
millk, Ficih  Tat ratlon. The Company also haed B chicken

slavughtering plant. While I was working for them, they purchased
Manbattan Ice and Cold Storags. I soon found pysslf wareboussmnan
at  the Cold storage. In additdion to ice makivmg and commercial
cudod storage, they bhad s ecoom with lockers 80 peosple cowld store
mezat  andd vegetabless, In bime, this becams a locker plant and 1
W E S in charge of this too. This was a new industry,  and since
Manbattan was & college town there was a nesd for somebody to buy
auarters of good besef, cul and wrap, and store 1t 1 haegd o furen
down heing president of the Hansas Locker Associstion on account
of  the war.

Tl College had started studies on freezing foodds. They
experimented  with different methods of  freszing mesis @rid

vegestablezs, A good thing for Enid and me, was the fact that =211
of  these foods hsmd to e geten and evaluated, The job Jdion't pay
oo much, st owe ate wall., I also introducsed such idess as wsing
wooden blocks  to illustrats how thick  customevs wanted  their
steaks. eho.

WORLD Wak 1Y

Beimg of militsry age during World Wae II, my fivst sxperisnce
ceourred in the lins for a physical sxamination. vary oy 18 to
25 hed to take this esxam. You shouwuld have ssen the rejsclts! Some
ware Rlingd, some with retardation of 2l) kRinds, and e sure many
were Faking to sbay out of the Avemy. AL any rats, the saving was:
¥ vou've warm, you' re iy,

I wes ind  and they made me repordt two  davs before wmy fivst
wadlhding armiversary. They took wus by Dus to Jamp Lese. There  they
shavaed oft my hair, izsued me some GI clothes (somse  Fitr  and
started our shots, A Iot of fellows fTainted as soon as bthey felt
Yhe needle | OF couwrse, they it yvou on both arms. T odon't now
Foow many  shots we Ded in 8211 but T ocan te2ll vouw o arms ware
michty sors for & Tew daves.

Ered

Then we were intevrviewsd o determineg whare we would fit in best.
I somsbody sald e owrelerstond horses and would like the Cavalry,
Feee bizoame s typisty i he cooked for s living, ha was sure to end
e @ machanic.  Since I bad been working «ith K State in  the
infant dnduwstry of freszing vegetables and meats, and my Job in
Marnhattan was in this fisld, [ thought I hed &8 Qood backogroond
for the Quartermaster Oorvps. 1 owes sent o the tank covps and
besic training st Fort Eros By, b

It was strange in a way, bat gix of us who nagpened o be collaos
gradustes were 211 ooking arouwnd Lo ses who we wanted next Lo

um . We pickssd bonmks in B orow. Bafore lomg, one fellow stoosd ol
T Foubwd ot later e was a Rhodes  Scholar, a&an Al l-fmerican

fomtiall plaver, and was a lawyver in the FEI.D  The Aavmwy  had
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cffergd him a2 Major’s commissioan in wmﬁhlnq*un, bt since he had
studied in Germary he felt he could be of more sarvice in a lins
oAt fil, Well, he was upset with basie traivivg and feld it ashould
e improverd bo at least the twentishh century. Every night  the
six of wus helped rewrite the book

]
.
o
s

IVILIAN TN UNTFOEH

Officer Candidate School waz open, and we all applied. ALl of us
were acospled  subiect Lo s phyvsicel e=am.  OF @il Limes, just
before the physical exam, I got too much dust s Fad a gmmﬁ Case

of hay fever on the day of my physical. The Army dicdn’t want any

sniveling officers, so I wes bounced. I then determsined bt beoome
a civilizn in wuniform,

SGomewhere, an officer re-readd my interview, and ] became a meats
ingtructor  at the Cook and Baker's Schmml . This didn’t  last
lomg, as ﬂmm&bﬁﬂy.ﬁiﬁgmvﬁrmd I had never even atiended a&ither
this school or the school for Mess Zevrosants. I was ithen made
Mess  Sergeant of a mess hall in the training depot. Howsver,
siviee I was still under the Cook and Bakers Sefood Jurisdiction,
I dicn't et my stripse. The Company  had  given  this  Staff
Su;garnt % rating to  ong of their cadree. In shorbt, T was  an
b s dode

Bafore long, this got a bit serious in my @&yes.  The mess  hed
received  a demerit for divty silverwars: so, in =RARE I kept
the ®. P, (Kitchen Polics) zlil night washing down the place,  The

@xt morning, thelir Corporal shoged e with diety bools  to raise
Frell. I ran his ass out guick and Fe went Lo the Fipst Sergeant.
By this time, I was unhappy. The Sergeant atarted into the ness
all also with divty boots, and T let Fly with some dishes over

= 1. Before long, the Captain showsd . 1T o then  explained
Capitain’'s name  was on Lhat gig 2z well as  mine. 1
alsg  pointed out that I was doing the work of o Mess Ez v gpma e
without the rank. T reminded him that this cowuld be the basis for
an  inguiry. The whole thing snded in 2 stand-off  becayss there
was  #  shortage of officers Tor overszens duty, and he wasn't
interestad in making waves of any kind.

Mot too lomwg atier this, the Army decided it needed cooksy  and
all  of ming were on that list. I was lefi with soms 400 men o
ook For, and nobody knew bow to boill water Well, atiter &2 time
the replacenents began working out, and I decided to oo Lo
howisville for a change of stenery. That night it was ftoo far o
goo bo omy kunk oso I ojust wunrolled 8 natiress st the Cook  and
Balkers School which was nsar the gate. The ne=t morning I stoppsd
at  the MY for g donut and coffes. Zomebody tappad  me o the
shoulder and asked, “Aren’t you Mess Sergesnt for BOLP Mese?™ 1
said  yes and Re told me the Colonel was lensking  for  ms-——hby
raking the ashes of my mess hmll. Very soon, I was on oa shipping
Timi, a

T
J,l

il et wiop wan mpp Camplbaell (Evy 1 was  to tmke basic
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training all over again and lesrn to be a good soldier.  They
failsd. Orme of the first things to happsn was spending a  whols
movniing listening  to an officer explsin thest “this iz & Colt
ravelvar.” 1 got o a bit sleepy, and he saw it. He told the  crowd
that  “This is the kind of men that will gebt you killed. Come  up
Mers, Soldisr, and fire at the target.” Well, I was so flustered
I opicked wp the gun in omy left hand and fived away. I oot 49 oot
ot s possible 500 Then he sadid,  “Fire  fArsmy sivlie. ”  {right
hancheds - T got a B0, For fhe oest six weeks, 1 didn't get off the
firimg 1imes.

A Deoonod Lisglenant  arngd 1 becams  friends, We smountsd 2 mpechine
gun on the hood of a jeep and tried  bo reduce the  rabibit
population. We got caught. That night, he voluntesrsd  for  the
ivborne, and 1 owas on K.F. AL least, I wes throwgh with the
firing ranges. Incidentally, I qualified for every gun  in  the
avrmored forces and got certificates to prove it

One  day when our comnpany waes o a8 Tisld exevcise, one of the
problems was Lo cross the Cumberland River. It was dusty sz heck
arwd  the half-irack losded with a maintenance  gang missed  the
pontoon bridos. Everyboody went into the river, tools and  a@ll.
Most of the mechanics also went to the hospital.  Dne of bthes had

a really good jobl He dished out oil and rags at ths notor  pool,
Before he gobt back to the company, I had taken over. Whe wants Lo
claan ftanks srnd guns if he can betisr himsslf?

Ther vuest thivyg T knew I was oFff Lo Ford Knox Lo leavn Mow bo be =
tank mechanic.  This  was my thivd school st Fort Enosy T Fad
alvready spent  time at  Cook and Baker’=z=  School and  at Mess
Zergeant’s  School. Bubt, that was just the start.,  Oroers wowuld
comng down o send somsbhody with s bhigh aptitude number o another
sohoanl . I gqualified as the schoolboy: Radio School, &nti-Riveratt
Zehosl, and several others I can'it remnember.

My official job was o drive the maintenance officer’s jeep.  The
orily frosble was Iocouwlon’t sse at night, so he was  forcosod o
drive all might., I endsd up  sleeping, either in the meintenance
tank  oor the half-track. Later, Tiny (my mechanic partner) and I
erdecd we wiith the maintenance tank ., and the others rocde in the
Fali-traci,

e went on Termeszses mnsnedvers. This means living in the  country
like & bmch of Boy Scowtas, with war games fhrown i, 04 wzs  fun
am long as nobody carvied food to their pup ftents.  Hoogs  rurming
Loose  ®mll over the place  wers the worle’s best sleuwths. Lhen
they went for the food, everyihing between them and the foood was
torn o shreds. You can imagine  being awabened by a hog o in your
pup tent. I thought a 1ot of my f2llow soldiers, especially those
rom Mew York, were pretiv slow. But they lesened in just one
wasoy From thoss taogs.

1
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In these war games, a bunch of unpives decided who got stob. it
yidd o wers deadd, you were supposed o oreburn Lo the bivouar  area
F 7 t

Filyvimg a black Tlag on yvour tank artennas.
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I roecds in Tennesssese go bthrowgh Maghville? 66

lied  fo all the roads we “dead men”  in Lanks
travelesd. Since most of us hed come from  small towns, we dicn’ b
widerstand all thoss sarrows (ome—way strests) in Mashville, With
that many arvows, we expected o ses Indians, zo wve were wabching
o Forzahomtas or any obher Deautiful Indisn maid, We never oid
seg  any Indianse-maidens or obtherwiss, et we did ses was

=
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rad-fared citizens driving sitriped automobiles with red bubbles
oy top whio biew their sirens at we. We blew back at themi very
politely, of ocourse. Soms of fthem got very  cavelsss  amsd wer

=
mearly  run over Dy oour tanks, Meedless to say, we got oz cholice
dressing down by the officers in charge of mansuvers, ‘

Dne  weskerd 1 drew P, Late Szturday night the Colonel, Smoky
Jow, came warder irug up Ln our mess arvd demsndsad Ewmwthiﬁg T wmat .
The cooks wert dvto fite, so0 I rolled out from under a table  ard

todad him o bo osit down, I Fired up a rangs shove and while it was
heating owt oa fillet. I smwashsd 1L ones or twice with a3 olsavey
arncd threw 1t oon the stove., As socon as I ocowld pry it loose, 1
flippad it over. I again pried it looss and seevesd it with &

pigce of  bresd snd botfer, I oalso gave Rim 8 wedge  of  lettuce
wilth salad dressing. The next Satueday night be showed wup again,
e Jdemanoded thet I Fix him wup with a steak, noboody elae wWotdld
ety

We  soon enched our Boy Scowdt owar games and relurned o Camp
Campbell. One morning, with the company a2ll lined wup fTor  orders
grf bl day, Pere comes Smoky Jos dreiving down the parade oground
looking at sach soldier as he pesssed, He stopped in fromt of  us,
Iooked at me, and told me o get on Ris Jeen. Jsems he was  going
o have some officers for dinner are! e wanted the same king  of
steske 1 had fized for him., What's more, I bhad the use of his
jmep Tor the day Lo geldl what [ neseded. To say  the lesst, the
Captain had FTigured I was in for a2 general  court meritizsl and
eligvi’ 4 Rywow why bhe Colonel dbon't have any MF with him.

The nast stop wes Abilens, Tewas., & place called Camp Barklay.
The barracks were made of plewood, and we could lie in our bunks
arvd flivk cigaretie bubts through the cracks. 6t Camp Barkley, I
Fownd out the hard way ot to leave Ltools on the deck of o tank.
They got too hot o pick wup,

Oh yves, there was one good desl for me at Camp Barkley., We had a
series  of  tests to ses 1T we were resudy for war., One  test  wasn
tank-agsinsi—tank, with live machine gun ammunition. The officer
whﬁ was Lo Judge this test fwrned owt bo be the Colonsl who o beed
busted me st Ford Enox His tank hed 5 big white stripe  arowund

it, and we were told nobt Lo fire at his tank. By this time, [ was
g tank commander: I otold oy platoon who this guy was, Well, we
ook off and looked for a place whers we hadd 8 good Tield of fire
at thig siriped tank., We procesded o shool oul their
pEriscoDes. A5 fast as ?hmy put anciheEr ons in, it was destroyved
T Colomel  was soreamivg over the vadio, Plernume fTirsd LR
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Lre, . Y Bomebochy got good oy Just lucky and shot off the  tank's
aﬁiEﬂﬂm fBfter & while, we started shoolting at the jumnction of
tha turrat. IF any lesd gedts throwugh, 6 is in sweh seall pieces
it owill jusit abing.

This was Texas in the summertime, and we nearly cookesd him before
Breaking off for lunch. Besides, we had wsed up all the aews, The
Colonel was taken of f in an ambulance with heat prostration, L

tarnkaers had learnsd o o #xist in the heat, but he hadn’ .

Wa kynew fthis wes our last stop beforég going overssas, Endd oguit
e Job in Washington o be with me. The only place we coulad find
o stay wes  the football plavers’ dovm at Harden Sismons
Colleoe., Our double-deckar bod was nede of dxds wrappsd in stesl.
There was ons small, and I mean small, window for giv, Endal owas
srared to desth of the occasional farveantuls or obher hairvy insect
wi  HEw crawling on btheowalis, We tried bo move the bulky  bed
away  from the wall a little tit, bBut we cauldn’f bactges 1% Tioa
Reravy .  After a night or fwo of o sieep because of Lthe stifling
Meat, I suggested we slesp on the lawn, Tt was qrﬁatﬁ we had ATR,
Imy thwe micklle of the night, 2 night watchman and his dog woke us
W and said, YYou can’t slesp heve? I oagresd andd  swggested  bhe
fake fiis dog walking somewhere else. He cowldn't leave it zlons,
I then suggested i he didn’t want to e seen with a odog  rammed
upr Ris rectum he had better gelt lost. Endd deug me off. The nest
day she found another placs for ws Lo stay,

OVERSEANS

Toward  the a2ndd of dthe summsr, the division wess  restricted to

Camap. Fack oay our wives came to spend the day with ws.  Then,
o svering, b ordevs came! We wers o lesve at 10 pom. andd we
werse fTorbidden to call asanyvone, including our wives, The nasxt

morning when sy srrived at camp, we were gone.

Wi we  headed East, we kEnew we were going  to Europe.
Fortunstely, T was able to tell my sister, Futh twhe owas in

sotwmnl gt Princeton), that we were in Mew Yorks; sangd she let Enid
krow. Mo mail lefit dhe division wntil we srrived in Englard.

In Mew York Harbor, we werse lozded into s 7L :wx%y Ship® .  Canvas
bunks  werse stacksd 12 high, wiith abowt 18 inches besd  coom
batwesn  Dunks. Air owas not good aoed when somebody got osick, the
lower bunks caught 1t 211 Mesdless Lo say, I owss sick!! We wers
ot supposed o oo oonm Jdeck. 1 dion’t carve; T owent. et o the
Przek? ALL they could oo owss shoot me, Well, not oguite. They  pub
pz oot KOP. That was great, for I found the loe cresm lockeri s
I lived on ice coream for ssveral davs. In fach, I fslit so good
invested  dn some orap gemes and endsd up taking some officers!?
monsy--and spent MORE Lime on EOF. when the Capiain caught @ms.

We arrvived in England and weres sent to Tideworth, & igth  Century
Groy barvacks . Fop beat, ws had fFireplaces: and we used coke  Tor
Tzl Soak iveg eake i 2ll with oa lithle gas would maks 1t Duaen.
The only problen was that we soon hed  very dark complesions Trom

1B



fA11  our gums ard tanks were covered with Cosmoline, = graaae
that  prevented rusting on the trip overssas. A1l of this hac  fao
be removed before we cowls test the guns and get the tanks tuned
up. As Tast as a tank was clsaned, Tiny and I rosd tested it Ie
this  way we explovesd the Zalisbury Plains, stopping at  ropodside
Irms and bars. The tea was terrible ang the hespr not mgch betdber
Why should we complain? This was War.

I got a pass to London, Since I didn’t think I wowld svep e back
again, [ wanted to at least ses Buckingham Falacve, the Changing
ot the Guard, and Big Ben. The other YSs wars set on Plooadilly
Civous, so I was on my own,

To make a long story short, I ended up getting aogquzinted with a
girl  amd  dvviting her bo odioner. Whiles we  wers sating,  the
Germans sent over soms V Bombe, a forerurmer of today’'s  rockets,
Pookad to be back at the train depot By 12 p.om. or face & court
martial, sand here I was trapped in & Blackowtb. T tald hesr my
problem, amd she grabbed me by the hMand and we took off FLTTETE] .
Evervihing at  strest level was blarked out excent  for  burning
Bl Ldings and bomb craters, but she brew = BuUbway bthat was  still
runming.  We would come owh oon the strest and run for oo Block el y
Pwo,  ard down we would oo again for another sbway. At any  rate,
thanks to 8 chance encounter with z verdng British scehool teacher,
I oget to the depot in Lime to cateh my train back  to ocamp. I
Lhowght later  that she cowld have cumped me at any time  and
wolan’ & have blames her. OFter we gt the depob, she bed to mako
her way back agsin all by herself.

After a few weeks of drinking English tes, we were loaded onbo an
LET In my opinion, these boats were made by some Uy who was
mak ivyy row boats and got carried asway. Thay are flat bobtitomed and
it they don't nit waves straight on they regularly take on water
Ve the sides. Up front is  a Tloading  rawmp which can
thaoretically drop onto, the baach too unload its cargo of men  and
tanks. Thiz ranp is also the front of the boat, snd it stands  wp
Figh enocwgh so nobody can sse what's ahead, It tosk a wesk for wsm
b cross  that &0 wiles of water called  the English  Charnred .
Betwaen  a storm and thesse crary boats hitting one  another, we
ware  ready Lo land anvyvwbere. T omet oz Fellow Jayhawker we wes - &
Mawvy medic. He had picked wp some 190 procf asleoobed, and I
liberated a case of grapefruit juice o go with it This mixture
was called "torpschr juicet .

j—
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tanks on our LET were crashing back and forth on  the Lowsy
s L
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ch. A gall came down for voluntesrs to chain the fank agether
bafore they knocksd owl  the side of  the  boat, It was  fun
catching  these tanks on Lthe slide and chaining  them when they
cang togethar, IT I had been sober ! couldn’t hove caught them.

]

our o turn bo land, We had made waterproot bhoxes to
arh s air dntake. These boxes stood well above Lhe
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boqe of the turret. It was » ogood thing, for when we drove off the
LET, my tark went o the bobttomn, My deiver angd assistant  driver
had. to stand up o keep their hesds owl of $he waster  enowgh to
breaths betwsen waves., YWhen we reached shore, T tolo thes
assiztant driver to loosen e escape door in the bottom of the
tank ., He odid arvd Just plain lost 4% &L anv rate, we didn't  have
water  in  our fank. We cdrove for £0 miles and then just  stopped
oy bhe road. We were wel, cold, and tirved Evervbody  tried  to
sleap—wi thout much luck,

The next moerning ee ware told o dig 2 slit trench, Army sivie,
pomplets with s eoll of Loiled paper. We s1ill Enew mo reason for
the  stop nor odid we have a2 hint as o when we wers moving., Tiny
and I saw a farm not far from the road and went  to visit,  We
spent the night in the barn hayvoow,  We cleaned e with good Pot
walter, thanks fo bartering with & few cigarstiss. The First
Zwrgeant  came by snd looked at wus. He radsed 511 kingds of  hell,
but Joinsd ws that svening. We were the only clean soldiers in
the oolwmn, The nexit night we hesrd 3 jJeep comings: it was  bhe
maintenancse of ficer. I guess e figured 1Ff we got into froubile he
might a&as well be in it all the way. Besides, he wanted to slzep
dry and olsan too.

Az far as I am concernsed, the Twelfth Armorved Division hed  only
ong major batile, Intelligence had come down with the story  that
we wolad hevs s oppositiond so Combat A& was bo ftake  one bown,
Combxat B snother, avvd the Messrve vet another. The Gevmanzs bhad
gotben the same story, We omet head on, ‘

That morning we pushed of F, with the maintenancs tank in the rear
f the coluen, as wsual. Mol bos far from owr starting place, we
gt & call from the company commanderi his tank  had  thrown s
traok,  We pulled along side the orippled tank and transferred
our tool chest to that one. They took owr tanbk,  and we  staved
bzhired Lo replace the track. By this time, the half-track arnd
the vest of the maintenance crew arrived. While the rest of  ws
worked, Lhe msintsnesnce officer staved on the radio. Besfore lomwg,
P Lurnsd up the volume so we gould 811 hear. There was  velling
ared  cursingd sl owe kept hesring thet so and so got it
Graduslly, we hesrd fewer and fewepr volces, We begen  sseing
Tellows raunniveg back on foob. Their tanks had besn hit, By  this
Todme, the track was back on, Johnson, the maintenance officer,
maid, "Let's go and give thess guys support,

(I
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movvedt up e oa hill where we couwld look over the ground  shead

of ws, CAan you imaginse sseing every tank in the division on fire
or chEad? Balls of black swokes indicated the Germans were hurting
as  badly as we were. A canal cut through this valley and  we
coaflad smese pockels of guns Tiving away at sach other over  bhe
canal, That night, wse volled op o the canal end kept up a steady
Five, 80 no Germans could oross the water, 68 soon as barvels goi

tiopo Pwet Lo oo back in Dattery, we changesd  them  and  continued
fivrimg., We went back for mors ammo,

ey
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Jormson had taken over as company commander, as the Co aptain  had

eary promoted o battalion commandere . The Capntain ol el e
aside  and  asked If I could fFind the supply trains. I was  to

report Lo the Major in charge of the trains and tell Bim to gl
mder way dmmediately, instructing the cooks have = closs & meal
raady  Tor ws wpon arrival at our hesdgusrters.  The cookbs @il
a¥1ﬂuncwd that they couldn't cook while moving., Then I ciroppend
L other shos, Any btruck nob moving in fFive minutes wes  to be
Dlown wp. T then moved out into the field whers I coulsd  ses it
my orders wers being followsd. . Wowld you belisve it! Dur LMpaRNY
cooks cooked Spam. I thowunhi for sure they would bhe killed on the
mpot .

5...

By thiz time, Eissnhower's hesdouarters had  issusd  an orcker
saying that maintenance men were Yirreplaceable” and were nob  bo
g on the Tiring line., Howsver, mvery gther man was o be  used
to stop the Germans., That meant  cooks, first sargeants,  Lruck
deivers, the works, were up there ﬁ&hlﬂg action,

Tiny and T, as well as the rest of maintenance, wers told to shay
in the cellar whers our Hepdouartsrs was set . We want down and
locked for a spot o spend the night. In the first room  was =
pile of rotten apples. The next room howssd a0 sow  sbout bo
farrow.  She  had been there for ssveral days. Right aoross  the
straet was a bar with bedrooms above. Somehow, we Found oidrselves
slesping above that bav, Iving on a feather bed with snobher over
Prwe top of us, During the night, the Germans starbed shelling the
Lown we were in. Nesdless o say, we made soopsazintance with  Lie
=ow iv short ovder,

The shelling stoppsd. The pig smelled to Righ heaven! We  orept
back across  the strest bo our feathsr beds, The next time +tha
shelling started, we just volled over and went back to slesn,. The
next  morning, Tiny saild he didn't remsmber sesing holes in the
door the night before. I didn't either. We got up and opened the
door o oo down the steps. Thers weren’t BNV . I facl, the whols
side  of the house was gong. It was sorta late to have diarvhes
but I grdesvored to be 2 bit more G thar rest of the war,

Later, after we had been relisved, we heard that Lhe grownd  on
both  sides of the canal had besn covered with dead soldisrs I
don’t kEnow how many men were lost in bhat action, byt owr
division had a 300 psrosnt raplacement by the evd of hostilities.

The  Twelfth Arpored Division was under the command  of  Genersl
Fatton. He believed that you had a BOY mortality with green
troops. Conseguently, he used up a division until everyimmdy  wae
gove,  desd or wownded, Enid wowld resad in the papars about &
"mystery division” breaking through the Sevman lives somewhers in
Europe, and two or three weeks later get my letisr btelling about
it

When we were ordered back into the ressrve to reorganize, the
first call was to get some volling stock. Wee nesded 71 fanks.
Orders  camne down to send two men for each of theog tanks. Tiny



arl I were ammg the group to go o Melys to pick wp the tanks, We
wara Laken in a six by six trucks, arviving after a long night’
drive. The tirat crack owt of the box we were in trouble  with
the M thers., We wsre out of uniform, diviy, and unshaven.
Remsmiye e most of bthe fellows on this trouck had Iost s tank to
the derman frmy within the last wesk, and ssverzal of their orew
Pl e elther killed or wounded, Nesdleses to say, we Looked
over bhis Dunch of MP's with ldeas Tor retaliation,

i‘fl "TJ
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W oot e tanks aod starvted lookivg for the MPs. If  we could
have  Touwd  an amms  Jdump, we would have shown bhemn  somne u&l
action, Az it was, a2ll we could do was roll over s few jeeDs.
were threatensd with cowrt martial-—but from & safe distance over
the  radio. IT°11 bet they stood clear of any more guyvs  who cam
for tanks.

o
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Back in the reserve we alao got a bath, the first io 2 lomg bime.
It was a big tent with showers., We peslsd off the dirty colothes
st went  in it bathe, As alwavs, somdg guys in thers were
constantly telling us to move along, with rvot oo much  success.
When we  camse oul the other side, we picked wup new  clothes. 14
sure  feli goocdd I had worn those obther clothes about 2 omontkl of
Sundays . T ohmdd tried washing them in gasoline, bubt after ihet I
orily lhohed worse than befors.

I the reserve;, we also drew FY (Post Exchange?  rations like
cigarettes, cardy, beser and some  good stuff like waiches,
cigarette lighters, ete. [ drew these rations for the company. OF

codrae,  bhe guanbity wes bassd on the number of mﬁn e hiadd. Since
I hadn’t heard how many men we had lefh, I used 188, the  number
we hmd started with. dMoboody was going arvound Launtlng, Sirnge e

artually had fawsr  than 50, we all  fared well., Qur  company
copmandar had Desn promofed o Colonels and when the  supply
officer caught  on o fow many men we really had and fried  to
raiss a shtink, he didn’t get far.

The  action that goft us the headlines was a lauwgh., The enemy  had
een driviveg baok the French for sic wesks enmbil ooy whinls Flandk
was  exposgd. Thae Thivd Army sent ong infantry division and  the
T2tk Aremored Division to cwb off this pocket which was  Iaster
named Colmar Pocket. In only 24 howrs, this was scconplishsd. For
three days bhe French celsbrated. We came inbs Colmar, aved bhee
woman  gave  ws wine and Tlowsrs. Defiaul wazs on the  revieswing
stand taking saluites. We all received the Colmar Citetion, a0
Tivoning cord” bo owear around our showloer

Two things in that action stand oubt in my memory. We learned that
the French  wers  driving Smerican Lend-Leasse tanks.  Since we
nesded parts badly, Tiny and I libsrated a French tank, drove 1t
back Lo our bivouac aresz, and procesded o camibalize it for the
naesded parts. Oh, yves, the French were dlssusd tank heloets whille
s orever Ragd baed oany., Dne French tank yvielded Relmets for us as
wiell sz parts o repairv our fanks. We  took the paris we  cowld
vsEe,  then drove the tank back close to their motor pool.  Since
ore ot Lhe things we nesded was an engines, bhat  tank  oficny’
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gxactly  fly  back to their mobor pocl. Its s good  thing Tight
tanks had two engines.

L owas also at Colmar thet I med my Firat French Moroocsn, We were
@

making coffes and when I veacked for my fu4p, a Black hand reached
over  and beat me to it looked arouwnd and here is a bilg Black
man wilth filed testh and = Big curvesd sword, MHeek, I it sven
kviow they were zmywhere arownd,

I got my purple heart by Being at the wrong place at  the rigivk
time. We had Lo cross a bricloge o snter Bad Durkin, When our tank
had reachsd  about  the middle of the bricdge, the Gesrmans e iden
b blow it wp. Since we couldn’i olear the bridgs guing Torward,
v backed  off and found shelter near a big building.,  We  cowld
hear zome Dig motors renning and decided this was a power olant,
We  dust  had  bo ses i thay had san eslectric welder we oot
liberats. While in this powsr plant, be darned if  sone German
didn't wndershoot bhe bridge and put & high explosive round
through  the  roof of the plant. The concussion knockadd off oy
feliat,  and I reached down for it as I ran toward the cellar.
When 1 reachsd the cellar, Meisner, the radin tech, was alreacdy
there, bult  he was tarrying a big plece of stesl in his e, I
toalad him to leave it in, and I would oo for s firat mid kit When
I oreached ground level, =11 1 could find was =nmms Lrucks. & few
shells  wers still Coming in, snd e rlace  was  iloaded with
abmentaps

I was struggling to gst 8 first aid pack out of one  those  amme
trucks  whern Ashby, anobher mEehanic, showsd . I tolad him
feisner was ity e immadiately reached for the brx and tare  off
2 whole side pansel with the box on it Together, we ran to where
Melensr was lying.

mup

Soon,  somne Medic showed up. He started yelling, "Take {hat LN
away from that woundsd man. ” In a little bit, we had the Bleeding
stopped; but abowt that time the Medic started velling again and
pinting 2t me. Heck, T wamn't feeling any pain. Az it L e
oty I ke an 18-inch cut in the Back of my combat jacket Each
layer had less and less of a cut, and my back wess  just sliced
enough to blesd well. I also bad & §illicon holes in the fromt  of
Yy combat jackst-—-with just erotgh blood to make it interesting.
I'm mlad I was reaching for that helmet as I ran to the cmliar.
Otherwise, you guys would ot be reading this,

L oany rate, the Germans were ot dure messing up my day. A jesp
was Drought in o evacuate us. Anobber shsll cams Iin and bhlew oot
two tives. They had to patch up the tires before we couwld lenwve.
We were taken to oa field hogpital, only te find the Krauts. Pz
reen theve befors wus and hoad strafed the hospital. Most  of e
doctors had besn kilied or wourdsd I locked  around  at  these
wounded ouivs and talbed my way to oo to the trains. I neves hawve
been so scared ss 1 owas that night. Every ftime & shell was gpring
oo coming, everyvbody hit their foxheles, I Pacd only one arm and
rtiiiveg but my helmet fo i with, bt I dug my first  and oiily
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foxbomle thers, 1 was glad when I ogoula talk my way back Lo the
fromt. At least, we only had Lo worry abowt whalt was coming in.

Syl

civng of shells, the company bad found a real chatesu o spend
Christmas. FEach ftank orew had theirv own room, and we had s big
il 1l for Christmaz dinner. After we had moved in, an artillery
compatyy came wo. They had 5 155mm carmon. Well, fthey set wp in an
crofarg just kelow  the chateass, On Christmas av, they sent
grestings to the Germans. When thet gun wend of f, savery Lils  on
the roof of the chatesw went oo, W2 bacd pectbivgg bt snow mixend
with rain coming in, Except for the arrival that day of about two
waak s’ mail, Christmeas was a bunmsr,

Somelbuow, I got & reputation with  the  oompeny commander. He
sesmecd Lo be always present when I deviated from the plain
ordinary @I, One  fise, we had fownd horses from o the e Serman
Calvary  and, naturally, several of wus wanted to ride. We were
keeping  we with the tanks with no problem, but suddenly we  ran
into some eveny Five. I pot the pony T o was riding into hiagl gesr
and had to pass other tavks to get to mine. One | passed was  the
gompany commandsr . Me saw me make a flving dismount onto the back
ot oy Lank

ibherated a German motorevele angd had & bit of
diffFiculty tryving it owh. The company had sei wp thes command post
at the head of one strest. T hagd not explored thes town and about
the time I had the oveole in biah gese, I oran oot of strest. Ahesd
of  me  Loomed the house with the command post in 1t T had no
Irrakes: 1 unlosdeds; the cyole continued onwarsd crashing into the
Foname . The Captain was doing paperwork at s desk, He  thought oz
shaell had comz in arnd went woder the tabls, hitting his  heasd
After & Bkit, he raised wp o sse the motorcovele wheels still
spinning, and me getting up by degrees. Cobblestones are not the
best meadium for sliding., He was a bilt upsei.

Another time, 11
i

Howsvear,  the antic  that reslly got me in dutch was  an sl
roadster. Every bims & tank was bnocked owl, we seemnmscd L0 eyl oup
with oas masks and musebtte bags o carry in ihe half-track. Whan
I foummd this Opal, I figursd we had & place Tor all this excess
gaar.  Besides, 1t had 8 good radio and was a 1ot essier riding
than =& tank. After ibhe Germens failed o completely knock out o oa
Big bridge scross bhe Bhans, thes 7L Avmy pud o sections of &
prantoon bridogs where the bridge was gone and tried to get as many
troops as  possibkles on the othesr side before the Germans could
finish blowimg wup the bridge. YWell,I drove onto the bridge, going
ey b ; I kit the pontoon part, I slid halfwsy  across
bafore I reslized I was high centersd amngd my wheels were nod
Cvenching road. Talk abouwt brass, T hed so many officers
teellimeg me to move it, I lost frack. They fried to throw it over
e wide, and Tinally some General told the track bebind Lo push
it omoor roll oover it Tha Captain was ashed if he knew what to
do with this car. He said e did, AL the otbhesr snd of the bridge
ree asked e, "How o dooyow drain the oil?0 0 Do iR How do oyow drain
the water?. . Do it1” Than I was told that he persongelly  wotld




shoot me if he ever saw me in or o anvthing but a 61 (government
imsue) mods of Lranegporiatiom,

ek we acquived four men, suppossdly as raeplacenments, Most  of
fe bime we did not Jose the entire crew, Thiz meant  extirs Sy
were riding in the Bitohesn truck or the maintenance Malf-track,
We soon had encugh men so the tank crews and maintenanee dicd ot
Ppuill guard duty. One day, I saw 2 German ambulancs stuck in the
rrtard It had a stove, wood-fired, in the rear. The stratohers
wolld  make  fine bunks, I theought, and we could get vid of  all
these excess men. We pulled it out of the nwd, painted it 0O D
tolive drab) and painted stars on the doors., Since Tiny had ot
e bhreatensd with desth, be was the driver. We Pad long  since
lost owr tank and bad been riding in the half-track. Later, the
stretohars were replaced with benches, and after the war was LV ETD
in Europg, we wsed bthe ambulance for sightsesing. One day it was
wsed  for Gl's, the next for officers. Since we did not  want  to
lome our arbulances, Tiny installed about & doren gwilches, all of
whiich hao to be activated before it would start.

Everything went fine for awhile. Howsver, every time we lost =
1
1

We drew too nuch attention. Orders came through that ¥ oumbese men
arwd Lank machanics were needed as cadre for new comnpraniies  being
Tormesd for the dnvaesion of Japan. We were the first te be callied.

e soon found ourselves on board = train in one of those Forty—
and-eight cars. This means it was Big enouwgh  to cmrey sight
horsss or forbty men., Sonshow, those engineers had  found forty
dwarfs Lo uwss  for scale. The brain moved  ao simely it was
poossible o Jump off, steal produce out of a gardern, and not get
lett waving at the troops. We ended up et Omaha Beach in & camp
called Lucky Strike. (American Heritaoge Dictionary: Omakhs Bemch
Code word for a beach on the Movrmarsly coast where units of  the
Amerivan forces landed, Juns &, 1944 )

Lhucky Btrike was a ftant city with notiivig o do. We wers on bwoe
Four &levt for a2 trip to the states. First thing, they took =zl
cur morey o be converted into American dollare. Tt woulcl be
returned to us on board ship, Fine, but we waited 20 days for
our ship. Thirty days with no money. One ogood thing odid  happes:
Dur bags, which we haodn't seen since we were oversens, arrived. I
hed stashed a few carvions of cigarsttes in my bag. Suddenly, they
ware  worth money. Cigarettes, in those dayvs, sald for  about 19
cente & pack.  We bought them at the PY (FPost Excharnge! for  a
nickel. NOW, we could sell them to the French for @ dollar =z
pack. For %1, wa could draw PY orations: A carton of cigarsties,
chwing  gum, and &8 siz-pack of beer. I traded thosse yar—old
cigarelttes Lo the obher guys in my group Tor theiv six-packs  of
beer. Tiny and I had it made.

At last, owur ship cams in, and we loacted up with no Pk L
Well, almost no problems, Tiny hedd found a Boxer Puppy  arnd was

taking it home., As usual, the Army Frowned on vty thing good. Tiny
put the pup in his oversezs bag, arngd bthe rest of ws coagsed S



commoticon Lhat none of the brass was aware of & moving bag.  The
trip back was slow, at lesst o us. It was intsrestivg to listen
oy bhee omen, Yo gouldd teldl ouickly whoe hed ossen mobion. Thay
dicdn’t talk much wuntil somes Jobnny-Come-lately trisd to shine oup
Mis share of Lthe war.

PEACE!T

We ware kept abreast of the war in news briefings twice a  day.
When the fivst bbomb was dropped, nobody got too excited, butll e
docksd  in Mew York Harbor  and were suickly bused to Camp  Les.
Youd couwld fesl the excitementd We wouwld soon be home and the  Way
oulo soon end, This time the Army moved fast, arnd in a Taw hours
we were on a train headed westh, with a 30 day leave. Az we  lefi
the station, whistles started Dlowing and we fhowght we knew  the
reason.  But owe didn’h Bnow for surs bhat the wsr was over wntil
we #askad sometoody st the station in Philly,

Enid was in fAmes, Iows, a place ] had weitten o Dot Rad  never
sgant. She starvied this job sfiter I bad gone overseas. [ arrived
avid  Fowngd ber apartment. T owas busy olesning wp when she  showsd
L. Domebody had called her office and said thers was & strangs
man in hsr spartment.

Later, abss wanted to show me of F o her co-workers, fAs we walked
by Py office, the noon whistles sounded. It sounded ITike & shell
coming  in. I grabbed her and dove for the shrubbery.  She  came
out of that with s skimed Ense sod some Druisss. I had  learned
nzt be be curiouws or guessing when I heard an incoming shell, and
gy reatiion was advbowatic, It took some Lime for me to rela,

W had s grealt 20-dey furlough. We took the Union Pacific  to

California in a roomelbits. That meant we didn't nsed to draess
urtless we wantsd o, and it geave me a chance o calm down  befors
sgeing  Mothsr and the girls. fns of Mother's friends gave uwus =&
wizph: @t thedr cabin at the beach. Each afiernoon, Enig and I
walked down the shore a2 bit Lo buy Tish fresh right out ofF  the
st Ther we walked back to our Tititle kitchesn Lo cook.

e thing heppened during that 30 days that I found amusing. Ruth
arid I were vough housing when she scratchesd me on the neck
Isaving a2 red mark, & few davs later, when I went to the barber
shiop b gt oa han gt the barber asked if the red mark on omy
meck was the reason for my Purple Hearvt., When I told the story at
Fiomer T dlavn oear odid neegd snobtber Puarple Heard,

My driver's 1icenr@ had long since expired, so 1 decided o get
ready  Tor civilian life by getting & Celifornia licensse.  The
procedurs dinvolved a writien fesl as well as a driving test.  The
State Trooper told me where to go, sl T otook of . We did some
talking abowt the war., When I got back to the station, ke told me
I was a skilliful driver, but I had alsoc broken about every law in

the book . WheEn yvou ave driving tanks, you must accelerate mak ing
a  tuwrn o or oyow will throw & track. dmong obher  things, I was
choing some accelsasrating svery time e wanted to turn, He likad my
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stories thotugh, and T got the licenss.

DISCHARSE

My last  Army Canp was near Maskoges, Oklaboma. T soon leaened
that 1 was the ranking NOD Cnon-commissioned officer), with  some
22 omen to kesp oub of sight (end owt of trouble) . That reditired A
it of creative talent. For starters, we stripped down s bed b

ite  smallest wirve, then rebuilt it We then haod o find owut if
w fad dnproved the sleeping quality of the bed by taking a nap.
It reguired oonmsiderable ingenuity to stay busy as  we awsited
discharvge from the U S0 Arey.

Fart of the process of discharge was taking inventary of what we
had for sgquipment. My furn came arnd the Lisubenant in chargse wan
going to charge me for two pair of shoes.  Troops going  oversess
are  dssued one pair of combat boots. Thess are  nothing but
orodinary  shoes with uppers sswed on to put vour pant legs  in.
w=ince a lob of men didn’t make it home, these uppers were cut off
tha shoss and given to ws. I found a Serman shoemaker o sew mine
et I was charged for thalt paiv of boots plus my own bhat  were
cul wp by shrapnel. I made & protest and reported to the Colonel .
I Fonand out guickly ke was from the 12th Armored himsslf, and he
hiad a pair of combat boots like mine. That evening we waved good-
by to thie voung lovie-—on his way overssas.

Gince  this camp wss nesr an Indian reservation, we saw 5 umber
of horses loose around camp. We stretched  tent ropes  bBetwssn
barvacks and  caught some. T hadn’t been on.a horse for oa Tovvug
time, @0 [ had Lo show the soldiers hew o ride-—with only a Lant
rops around the horss’s wmiddle. I recalled that the last  snimal
I hed ridden was a calf in Sermany-—who proved to me he wanted o
stay German., We had taken a part of this town, and fthe snNaemy  Wwas
BsLill  wvery much in charge of the obher. There was & sordt of ne

man’'s land betwssn wus. This calf took of F for no man's  land.
I ohad a bet on that T could stay on longer than the gy wihig was
riding  another calf - The Germans were lawghing so Rard they
dicn’t even shoot at me. However, those Ok lahoms Indians were

ot lawghing when they saw me riding their pony.
BLIFE a5 o CIVILIAN

Witk an Honorabde Discharges in hand, [ had o pick up the rols
wf  taspayer and start 1ife all over a8 & civilian, It wes & tall
adiustment  From dresming of what I wantesd to do, to oding it
The first thing was to find a job, and jobs were scarce. I wantad
something commected  to what I had besen studyving for  the last
twanty some ysars., Enid saild she couwld not be happy on 5 ranch,
aspecially in Western Hansas.

y first job was as assistant manager of a2 slaughter houss  in
@ils City, Nebrasbks. I would be buying catitle one day  and
wlaughtering than the vnexk. At lsast, +that was  the J ok
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chmacriphion. It furved out 3 Littls different. [ was on  the
killaimg Tloor  mog of the time and curing meat e rest, AL
iight, 1 killed cockyrosches. The apartmesnt we lived in had =
Drownt moving carpst oof the pests. We  trised bombs, beit oand
prayer-—voms of which was sffective.

When war was declared fouwr months after we were married and I was
raclazsified Lo 16 in the drafi, Enid had scurrisd  around  and
fournd & Job o in Washington D00 T went to Washington with her  and
wanh to & Congressmen bo ask  for B commission in Lhe
Guartsrmaster  Corp., as [ wes one of only a few paople with
experiencs in frozen foods, No soap, I was too warm for  the
guartszrmnaster’s, I had my draft status cheanged from Nebrasks  to
DG, While I waited for the Army Lo call me, [ worked for Migh's
Tew  Cream. The Undon tried bo move in, but I didn't  soe By
reason to strike. As a result, I moved up o 3 job forsman in
fast order. After my discharge, High's found owt I was out of the
armny. Foogot a wire and a phone call offering me a job as forsman
ar bwice the money [ wes getting at the slaughter house and s 40—
Pty wesk pathsr thand How muck can vouw stamd? I was ssver o
glad o guit & job in my lifs.

Beimg  foreman of Hioh's Ice Cresm was intaresting, for [ was
working black, white, male and fenale amplovess. You bhad to ke oon
guard against showing sny favoritiem, I solved that by going  out
of  my  way  to compliment good work ang kick  tail oof avvybody
slacking off. We had an Irish enginssr who was  terrific  in
rafrigaration, bul svery six weesks or so he sharbed drinkirng  and
drank untll he saw pink elephants. After a time or two of this, I
Fived him and hired ancther sngineer. The first one cowld oo &
better job hardening ice cream when he was drunk than the new man
couid when e was sober.  As & result, I took the test to becone
lvermsed e an engineer 5o I coulsd taks over whaen Irish fell  off
e wacpom,

Ve nesded more refrigeration, sc the Company orderes s big 14 by
4 te e installed. The Carpenter’s Union sent men fo bigild ARl
frame. Then mors Union men csme o pour bhe cement. | came By mnd
saw bthey hed not put dn the bolits to hold the machine down. I was
taxlal they were not enginesrs, S0 they could not oo this, § osaicd I
couwld and callied some of my boyvs o lower fhe machine to get the
Podlts  in the vight place. The Union people walked out, and in &
faw minutes I got a call from head of fice. The Union was going to
slyrike  bDecauwse I used scab labor. I said, fine, we'll 4o it
curssives. Thess Union guys were in the way, anyhow. We had  that
new  compressor on live in less than a weesk. Since & lot of  my
guys had coms from West Virginia, they were used to desling with
nion muscle  man, They simply picked up speed going  into the
plant vard and scattered pickets right and lefi.

Many of these psople who hed come from the hills oot snared  into
Buyivey  &ll  kinds  of junk. Pavday came  arownd aned ool lechion
agents appeared sut o of bhe woodwork-—there to collect. IF onge  of
theesme enmplovess gol too far in debt, te just looked for  another
Job o and  let the colleciion agents find bim. I dicdn't  want Lo



gpevich 5111 my Lime training new helo, so § came un with sn ldea. I

the plant, By  cooincidence,
the  trucks were parked along the back 2. It was simple  for
ary  of those not wishing to go out the front dooe to @imply ume
the  truck  ladders  and jump the fence. Maturzlly, thevrs were

strong objections from the collectors. But 1 was officially  onl
+

T

cheying  the law when I insisted that unleos they had a2 bMeal
certificate within the last 30 davs, thay couwld not come into
plant.

F

HE

LYMCHEURS, VIRGIMIA

Raynmond  Watt  was procuction manager of High's, We had talked
abouwl going into the ice cresm business together and Iooked ove
several locations. We had to buy an amisting business, for  ico
gveam  mix was s5till wunder ration. e finally found a place in
Lymehburg,  Vieginia., The ouy who owned it Red dreonk Rimessld  oul
of  business., Enid amd T owned s third of the business we cal lad
Wanattes (WALLNIQuETTE?. We started with three stores and the ive
cream plant.

Enid  and © lived in one room on the second $leaor of @ private
home. Rense was on the way, and we had to find 3 wmore peEvmanent
place to live. We found a houss under consbruction that we it ¥ R
ity with & VYA (Yeteran’s ddministestiom mortgage.  We were
asgurad the howse woulid be ready before Benes arrived, I+ wasr ' b
Sives I couldn’t ftake my wife angd new Babyy back to a second §Floor
room wilth no cooking privileges, I was in & real gpot. Enid and
Renegs spent a few davs mors Lhan necessary at the hospital whils
I frantically Muunted for temporary housing.,  Finally, I found =@
voom on e Fivst floor whers we would sat with the family. Andd
there  we staved for the wesks which ran into = coupls months
before we could move into our own Faos.

T put it as sinply as possible, this businsss was & dizaster. W=
lost our shirt, and it ook a iot of doing to pay of F our deblyg,
Raymond  had a2 nervous breskdown and went back to the D, C.
suburbs, leaving us Lo cope with the creditoers, I can look asvery
one ot them in the eye. & number of our creditors taxld me  they

wioilad work with  me if I wanted to continue  on my  own. Ko
thanks ! This had besn o btrauvmatbtic for bobbl of s Lhat =all  wee

codlad think aboul wes getting out of a bad situation, angd on witk
oy b ives,

We learned two valuable lessons from the exparience! Don’t sver
g into business &% the minority stockholoder——fop v ave o
virice in the way things are run. And, be sure viou understangd the
bookkeeping system.  We wers broke amd dicn’t sven brow it for @
Tomg timel

My rmext job was with Blue Ridge Frozen Foods . This was s lockar
plant which carried a line of frozen fooods to sell 4o storss  in
Lynehburg, Roancke, and the surrotwnding area. [ wes the salesman,

Jotm o Weathers, the manager, was aiwavs interested in incressing

ZEx



our line.  Hoon, we were selling shessed ohidckens, resdy—-out
meats, and frozen fish to littls stiorss in the ares. Since Lhero
are @& muamber of colleges in the ares, I decided to ao for that
business  also. I soon learnsd thaet the colleges were  sager  for
somebody to price their food at cost per serving, We odid o reight
wall., The next thimg I knsw Jobn had Desn offsred s ouch betisr
pogition and moved on. Py new boss was a2 nsphew of the mwajority
stockhmider.  He had no other credentials as far as [ conld  ses,
prad smoon Towas Iooking foroanedher doby

“
A

Bavkey, HMoors & Mgin (Fhiladelphia) nesded 2 salesman  for
Virginia, West Virginia, and Ohio. They sold minsrals, vitaming,
arwt pharaacsuticals Tor livestook ared pouliry.  This was my firast
teavaeling Jjob. I learned & lob but fast, The payv was a modest
srlary plus commissions, I soon lsarned that as soon as yvou kit
cpanta and could make sone money, yvour guota was  increased.  The
SHDETEE Moy was so inadegquate, I ooconstantly kept sbreast  of
area pbathrooms from sating in greagsy spoons,

Put  the worslt  thing Lo ms was the weskend lebtter. Since  th
Compary was in Philadelphis, they used lsttérs o odid taill  sver
e o I¥ wvou hed a3 bad week, as svervons in sales will havs
orcasionally, they really tried bo sat yvou up. One wesk | opened
e mail, saw it was the usual stuff, slipped out my  check and
threw the rest intoc the rownd file, Somewhere in that lstter was
& summons o bhee office. T found out aboul it the middle of the
werirll  whevt I oealled iv s ruwsh orader. I Jjust told them I didn't
bztler o read orap, for i I did 1 owas lizble o gst mad.

B

ez of my bDest customsrs wes Lynochbureg Milling, They wanted me b
take  over  bhe broller business andd be in charge of  consumar
sales.  Chuck had arvived when I was in the Philadeliphia office,
Pt I ocddichn’t see him until he was two days old, T Ffigured being a
traveling sslesman was Tor the bivds. So I becawe & Tesd salesman
ard broiler contractor. By now,  we were expecting & third child.
Bafore long, we learmed it sassn’t s child, but twins., e hed besn
talking  asbout Tinishing the second floor of ouwr Capes Cod  bhouse.,
With this news, 7 was sorkivmg up there every night,

Whan the twins arrived six wesks ahesd of scheduls, they wers foo
amall to come home when Enid did, Each day we called o see i

we s5till had boih bebigs, Domnae was the lavgest so she cams homs
Fivat,  Tharn Denise avrived, Life becames compliceted. Enid  and
e Mother wore bthemselwves out during the dey, amd the teins were
gy oa bhvesehour feedivgg sehedule, I o tried Lo take over some  of
the  night feedings, We were all tived., Ome Lims, I vemember
driving towabd 5 cwstoner’s place and sucddenly realizing T dicdn’ b
Enow  where 1 : My ayes ware open, bl I was  ohreiving by
instinct, :

Chgek . who  was  Lhree, soon becams my constant companion. We
arrived  at s farw and e ook of T Lo play on bthe farm machinery
or  whatever he wantsed to do. T wowld call him, take Bim by the
Porse browgh o owash owp, and he usually slept wuntil the  car
stoppaed. He knew svery coffes stop as well as I, In spite of his
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tendar  age, I can nsver remember a bims when he became & crying
pezt Fense, too, was forced to grow up over night and becams =
srovwd ot g would meet me at the door amd imll me the
wt&ﬁt o bhe twing., I owas and am daen prowd of my whole family,

Morwey  was still wverey tight We tried campivg, I ?nunj VETY
quidekly owe  had  four vmry different  but  lovable kids, They
gatherad  arvound mes, each in thaiv own way, to help plE?wT theiyr

Mother who oould not sleep comfortably in a2 tent. We all  pitched
in  to make bt oas plessant B8 possible for her, Domme and Denise

charmed  &ll  the obher campers in the arsa. When they went  for
watar,  you never knew who they would bring  back carrying bhe

water for them., I know this pericd was a real high point For ms.

Lyvehdsarg Milling oidn't  fare well in the broiler business. The
company  didn’t have enough capital to sweat low markedts, &0 we
wEre  200m trying obther ways to buwild  comsumsr bDusinsss.  Stan
Aylor, one of  the ownsrs, and 1 o went  to Lancaster, Pa.  and
purchased & mobile mixer (grinder) Lo mix feeds on the farm. I
spent & kot of time working up business.

U=l

na  day, one of our supplisers told us aboul & new  concept for

femding  cows: A liguid feed-supplemsnt called Morea, . We bought
some arvd fed soms stesrs. There was a mesting in Faltimors  whers

a Or. Preblude was going to talk o stesr fesdevs. I went to hear
Fim, lwarned that he was a biochemist but didn’t brnow mach aboutb
feading  cattle. Thoss stesr fesdevs were backing him  into  the
corner fast, I spoke up and geave bthem the resulis of owr Little
rest. By the nsxt smorning, I knew I would be working for bimg 1
Just didn’t know how soon or whsre

bawf

[
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Manauger wanted & field man for  the CalifﬂPﬂlm BITERE .
interviewsd for  the job. The only problem? The Californias
Manager wanted noboody recommended by New York,  Some kind  of
as =t

U S Industrizl Chemicaz whare Dr. Prebluds was Special Produce E
‘ =
! W

internel politics wa

Agfter a bit of stalling, I was hired o work owit of the Mew  York
offices and oower bhe Movihsest, The first order of business  was
that of where we would ITive. Maw York decided to move us o Lhe
York-Lancaster aresd we could chose any town in the area.

Mharsa containsg aloohol, and the first guestion we nesded to
armeer was: Pight there be religious scruples ageinst  fesding

atcobzl bo andmals? Towss told to find as meny religious  aroups

g possible, sell them Mores, and report baek bo MNMew York, When I
came bDack to New York to report, T fouwnd the room full of  mostly
bankars  who made up the Board of Divectors. [ otolg them it oid
ok male any difference it = buyer had to pick up his  cassock,
put his beard in kis shirt, or wear & blagk hat, be would junp as
Rlgh as an Irishman for = dollar Bill. I iken held & dollare Bill
ey oy haad.



Since  this weas & new oconcept of Teeding catils, all ithe Ag
schools wanted To test L4, For & Iormg bime T felt Tiks I was back

ivy mohenel, ss ! was on oollege cappusss  coheokimg feeding trisls
avd rsporting back to the Company.

s Mired I was told that my sales efforts would be
raviewed avery sis months. At bhet bimes, I owould sither have &
raisme or ba fired, I was really happy. I got my first raiss sfier
only  thres wonths, =t 1 oot the top raiss svery  time  thay
raviewsrd my record,

Wy I w
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T of  the foeoding frials Jdown South reslly tesied me.  The
College had sent in theirv final papers to the office and  withowt
copmmsnit they want o omy desk, s o soon 52 I oscarnned them, T knew
wa Mad a2 real problem, T owent fo Dre, Preblods, sndd e instrugted
mee b oget o all my facts on peper and then go down there. Well, 1
BE e I asked the head of Extension several guestions: “Is it
pomsibkle for 40 animals to gain exactly the same weight for  two
months in & row? How could anyone sxplain animals ssting 16%
of  thelr bDody weight per day when the avereage is 2377 He was
irate mnd asked me Lo lssve lomedistely and never oomse bhaok,

Before I left, I sssured him ifhat other psople wouwld be  asking
the same oguesstions, Aftber calling the good doctor (Prebluaday, 1
was - told to stay where 1 owas and walt for him, Beforse we wers
finished, Lhe president of the college and several of fhe bosrd
of  trustess  had ssked the same gquestions. We lsarned  that  the
arelies had Droken so they pencil weioghed then, A darky was  doing
e fasding, angd because all the burlap beogs e used o grdirngd
fesd in ssid 100 pownds he put down 100 pownds. The college
aoraed I we would keep s8ti11, they woulod,

By Drig fustomer was Hespenhside and Thomppson in York, Pa, When
their plant opened, we had a big open houwse. U1 prowght in
paople from all over the world, & Frenchwman stole the show., 1 hed
picked him wp 2t the airport and as we drove up bo the plant  he
saw soms Amish. Grabbing me v the avrm, bhe  asked me ¥ they wers
Rill-billies. He had read about bill-billies but had never heard
of Amish.

T agted as  trowubls shooter Tor this acocount.  SEinceg we  were
salling & new product,  we hed o o solve  sach problem ss 1L
appearsd, A 1ot of mistskes were made, as you can guess, but
gradually we gainsd confidence and krnowledge, Befors long,  =ach
time ¥ arrived st the New York office, T wss met at the =lesvetor
vy the secvetary of the Vice-Fresident in charvge of sales. In his
office, I was meseitivng with =xll the bigwigs. They wanted to talk
tor omem Defore Preblode could “brain sash” me, I was invited to
ivmely with them st the Chemist Club, the Frinceton Club ov thee
Harvard Club, Yes, | was s curiocsity to them, not baving sttended
an  Ivy Lesgus school sand the only Agriculture  greduate  in the
CompiEny .

DI had 5 sales mesting every vesr at somes Tesous golf courss,
Evaryinody plavs golf. That first wvesr I was about o have a Fii.

b
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I hadn’t played since I flunkad golf at Santa Ana Junior College,
and  there was a vice-president in my foursosas. T owent to L
driving range saveral times, but that's a2ll the tims I had, Well,
to maks a2 long story short, by the thivd bole the Yice President
texlad me he was glad therve wess ons salesman who could ot play any
better than he. I shot back how scared 1 wes o be plaving with &
Viee President. Then, we both went o work and showsd  ourselves
Prow Lo shoob owver 100 and enjoy i

%]
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tosoon bhecame evident that the highly trained chemical salssmen
ST weren’t going bo fare well in se2lling agricultural
procdcte. They started Miring one sales person for sach division
with =an Ag background, One of sy jobs was Lo brain  ssch new
salesman  whao, incidentslly, wss hired by the division manager.
This was a laugh, for most of them were worthless, One had been a
professor in dairy sciencs st Purdues, After a wesk in  the New
York office, he was =zent Lo wme to tesch Bim abowl  sxpenss
accounts. He had spent some $1200 taking junior emplovess to the
French Guaviter., I told him we were sxpected to kesp our meals

o]

it

under $20.00 per  day  and thet included drinks,  tips, aryd
clgarsttes, at the end of the wesk, he gave me his  sxpense

accournt arnd T opromstly redlined about half of 14, He called HNew
York  and was told o send i4 in and they would 9o over it They
kreeked  off  another big chunk and told him as long as  he  was
wnder the Mew York office be2 had bsiter smarten up or hit fhe
[nl=lu

VST went International with Morea. During the time I wes emploved
Lhwere, I found myself training foreign groops. The first  group

o

i

o came to this country was  From Sowuth Africa. Since Texas  was
the closest duplicate to ftheir climate and conditions, they were
gent Lo Taxas Tor fraining. When they redlurnsd o Mee York, they
arvlanced lowd o and clesar that they bnew all about Texzs ot
nocbbidveg abowut Mores,

It so happensd a growp from Norwasy waes glso in the office. 1 had
mat them in Mew York and since I BErew nothing about their countey
o abaut what they had to feed, I went to thedir rooms ancd  began
Lo sk guesstions. The Norwegians told me that  beets were Ltheir
privncipal feed for catile, I dmmediately started calling to
find some place in this counivy where they fod beels  angd also
s our proghacts, T found an arvea in Michigen vhare sugar  beets
ware used sxtensively. That's where we went. Since I was selling
ouwr products, not the State of Michigan, T spent most of our tines
fitting Mores into their specific programs. The contrast betwe
training sessions of the two foreign groups in Mew York  result
irnt wmy beirg the official guide from Lhen on ot

ne  voung lady came from Uraguey. She spoke no Ermlish, 500 we
used  an interpraizr from Forter Internabional. He spoke ssven
different langueges, but cow language wasn’'t ons of  then. Thiie
vl lady  owned  gobs of Iand as well asm the mziocr chemical
businesses  in Uraowsy anod SGrgenting. We socon leavned  we ooalsd
tmederstand each other up to a point withowt the interpreter. ez
was  alwavs  trailing behiod Lrviesy bo beep his shoes shiny and

0



glean. A1 alt once we wowld give wp and starvd tellingg hiom o tell

e other this st that. By the snd of  the day, she was
prassdrivg me to coms o Dowith Amaericsa. 1 leavned later that  her
risband-Lo-be  had flown  inlo s mountain on the way  to the

gzl

ding.  Althowgh they mever marvised, his family willed all o
thaeir ig chemical businsss o e

Arpether young  lady was  the private  secretary o the  lLane
Company’'s Chairman of the Bosrd in dustraliza, She bhed Desn in ths
Wit’s  stationsd in Australis and steved., Howsver, she stdll had
an  apariment in Mew York and had come to the U5, to close it
Since she  was oomivng o dhe S arvesy, she was told o ook
into Morea for the Company. What I mean this girvl was wired., If I
gxpounded o & subject she got it oo tape. IT T pointed at
something she bhad it on film., She didn’t miss & thing, including
some of my cow language . On omy next visit Lo Mew York, I was told
to clean wp my languages. Shs had played bhe taps to the big shots
of USL. At oany rate, we got bhe business in Australia,

Evervibing was going great for me when the bress of USD  decided
tor diwvest thesselves of all of the small divisions or  companies
arvd  mall only polystbhylene. We in salss hesd beard the romors,
it I oot the word over s orosdside phones, Iobold them I coulodn’t
Mazay  well Decause of bthe traffic and would call thewm  from  thes
next  town.,  That fown was Intercowurses. My massage was on Lhe
compary sonferance pleene so o 2ll the brass oouwld hesy bhow T felt
abowt the news and sxpressed it by calling from Intercourse.

r -I

FEED SERVICE CORP.

I was told that Feed Service Covporation of Orets, Mabraska,

wengbod B takivng over owr Specisl Products Division and that the
president of FEO wanted to talk o me in Mew York., I had met Phil
frcderson severszl times ang talked with him  on the phong a nusber
cof bimes., We had our conference, and I oagresd to join FEL Phil

paoussed  Rimsel?t iomsdistely,  and expladned that  part of  the
package was his agresing  to hire the sssistant manager of  USD's
Bpecial Producits, et thet he had nol o vet talksd to FMocGinnis, in
temss than five minuwtes  be was  baok, red-faced, and almost
shoubting, "Do vouw have Lo ask oyour wife Ff yvow can work for me??
Evricd amd I hed discussed the possibilitiss before I went to Mz
York, o omy answer o bis oguestion was, no. He had offersd 80 job
A Hu?iﬁﬁiﬁ arwd vebtracted it owhen MeGiyis seked for tisme to talk
it oover with his wite.

Arncgerson asked me whick of the 100+ sslesmen of USD 0 b showulcd
Rire. T told Bim I led dtvained only Tive salesmen and odidn’t know
micb abouwt the obtiers. He asked me to contact those five, and  if
they were inberested to contact him., &11 six of ws met in Lincoln
(Nebraska? and the nest day boursd the plant, met the staff, -and
lad  intercviews with Phil Anderson and Jog MNosky, owners of Fesd

Dervice. O, ves, the night befores I hed ordersed a3 six-pack of
Basy o omy room, Anderson sald e owess not buyving besr oor
cigaraties. T just had Lo tell himd OF., wouw won’ it ses it on our
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EERETEE Acoounts but yvou will be paving for it just the sane.

Thsre wag & world of  differsnce in working  for ths  tweo
corporations. At that time, FEO haod never had a ssalesman outside
Crete, and we were bold that nobody had Lime to read sales

raeporis, Just send in orders! WHe weres also instructed o sslect
pr@miv Iobbers large enough Lo cover ons or bwe states. In . furen,

e dobkbers o would set wp eaiar in their aross. B salasmnen
ware o handle the trﬁiniﬁg and trouble shoobting for  these new
cigpm ey

Toowas offered the job of sales manager. | oguiskly told  them §
wowld  be ssnior salesman arnd would help where sver NeCSEsary. I
wanted no part of a desk job, and neither Enid nor I wanted o
move to Orete. After several days of orientation, Jog Mosky came
itz the room with a dish of kevs, We were Lo salect a3 set  of
kmys, oo oout to the parking lot and find which car we would be
driving for the next vesr. We wers given credit cards, a1l kinds,
inciuding air fravel, and sent on our way.

m
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I was given ths sntilre ares sast of th iﬁﬁiﬁﬁiﬁpi Riwvar——Lio rumn
g5 I saw fit. Since I was training Ste Dawasorn at the time when
the turnover  ocourred, I decided 1, lat  him handls =11

sstablished UST accounts in the tsrvitory. OGmd I ftook  off  for
the southsast. USI hadn't sold 2 gallon of Morea in thiﬁ BVER,
But it was loaded with big cattle owners, It toosk only a short
Thms

toy Fived premiz distributors who could  and would produce
Baginess for FSC In six= months, this ares was produsing twenty-
five peroent of the total P3O businesss,

I doinsd Fesd Sevrvice, Remnms's life was affected the most.

i
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5 was st Bethany Collsge in Lindsborg, Kansas, Just @ little
jaumt from Crete. That way I got to ses bher ouite often, Whan
T avrdived on canpus, she could have s changs of scenery as  well
BE food, Also, she was my 1itile girl zgsin, with no tmmmLti?imﬁ;

ﬂ o say what she wanted o without baving to explain her
1nq" o sure this period cemented oy fathwvwd@ughi&r
ationship thal exigts s=till.
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My naw busiiness  associates in the soutbwesst o dneluacesd soms
colovriul characters,  Anong Lhem was BLR. Smith, better kErnown  as
Emd Risk Smith. B R, was unigue in s rumber of weays,  Duriveg WY
Y, he had been a Chief Bosun’'s Mats in charge of  wnder-water
welding, and he azlwavs retained that ftake-chargs attitude. When
the wayr was over, he fowrd & job as 5 Ydog man”  for  Geehaw
Combahes  Flanta %1nn at PBesuford, Soubh Carolina, and worked Ris
way We Lo be resident managsre.

When I first met Swmith, he was president of the Sowth Carolina
Livestock Association. He had visited the Hespenheide and
Trompson operation in York on & towr, along with & nuwber of
southern potential deslers. He stood owt,  for  bBe  gueestioned
gvarything  that was said and wasn't bashful sbout geiting into
barnvards Lo check what we were saving., Before long, e inviied
mer btz the plantation to sese his cattle and Lo learn how  this

s
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Mores Program could benefit South Carolineg catblensn.

Combabws Flantation was owned by Standarcd 011, BOR. took

divectly from Chredistian Herter, who had become Secretary
ahe unger Eisenhowsr, My first visit to the plantstion was a
great experiencs for this Fansas Javhawker.  Trhe last pscson who
st avard v omy rodan was Fresident Eisenhwowsr, and 1T browught
bﬁ my  children a pari-box of matches e bhed used, The

lﬁniatluﬂ included big stretches of fLisber, and a2 lob of swamp—
rnmp ete with =alligesicrs. Pusmps wees gaesod to odeadyr Lared for
pasture.  MNMear the river was a fence, and T Jusit had to ask  if

this fence was to keep the gattle in when they ran ot of Lo,
I figured they would just float oub cause [ hed never  seser or
felt as marny mosoud boess, And ticks! Youw checked for bticks svery
time  youw  came ouwb of the pastures. T fowned out later the main

&

prarposa of the plantation was o provide gueil hanting for Herier
and his Triemnds.

Guail shooting on thesse Sowthern planiations is something else.
ngg‘ate trained by 8 dog man, Aftser training the doos, he is  in
chargs of the hunts., A numeber of gquail are releassed priov to the
Fuant, and the honteres ride horsss following the dogs until they
point at & bhird or covey., One or two humters dissmount and  the
Bivos arve flushed. The dogs retrisve the gams, and  the  bunter
pats the bivds dn his vest. A noon, & station wagon drives  ocub
oy the hunters bo provide lounckh, Card tablss are sel oz, complete
with white tablecloths, napkins, =to. Drinks sre served s whils
thue staff brings owt the food.

W

I was surprissd o find no showers in the lodge. Instead, guesis
git  ivn galvanized tubs while water is poursd over  them by a
goloraed servant,. This was called rowghing i

On this First visit o the piamtatimﬁ; I got soguainted with
Golden Rsirievers., The Smith’'s had twol Bud and Sissy., When I
went  to the door with my mUltﬁde in o hand and brief case  In
the othesr, Sissy opened the scoreen door by sticking her paw inio
g EﬂPEET guard. She then beld it opsn wntil I owas threowoh the
domy ., The Smiths just laughed when T o fold them and said she had
eyt ohoeing th oy Buad Tor ages.

.J iz
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B.R., among other things, was 8 games wardsn and he was Mallad ot

that svening. Mrs. Smith avod T owatchesd TV wntil bedbtime. The next
morniveg whan T ogot wp, §ooouleln’t Fingd my boots. As 1 uént o
the  steps, I spobtited then wnder e Smith's bed, Wheat should 1

say?  This was my first night in their home,  Waell, Mrs. Zmith
cracked wp,  Zhe had felt Bud crawl under their bed during  the
night, but she  didn't dream he had my Doots, 1 fsll in love
with Lhess doogs and in Lims the Smith's promissd me a pupoy.

Beforse  long, we had our first blending station below  the  Mazon
Dixon Ling, arnd we were selling FEC products in the  souwthlaed,
Hlwmigt bhat Lims, I pigL?J W omy nickname, Dr. Bob Cat, ALl of
these plantations dependsd upon colored help and no way  could
they pronouanoe Migusette, Since I was making  sure  evarybody

'
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understond how the program worked, I spent &5 1ot of ftime on these
plantations, :

Soon Feed Service had so mEATY new plants scattersd from Virgivia
oy Floride, and west to the Mississippi, that Jos Mosky came  to
haelp me with training meetings, Joe was a terrific speakesr  and
created slides pre%ent&tinnﬁ that couldn’t be beat. However, he
wing  at & loss in the field, anod when questions came  from the
Tlowar e coulad only ﬁpr&md Ball. We soon worked out & deal.  He
made the speech  and  showeod the slicdes, I answered il the
gquestions.

‘~—s

Joe had a son, Bruce, who was  oslightly yvounosy than Chuck =]
wanted his son Lo have some of the good things of life, liks dee;
sga  fishing, and desr bhunting as it’s done in bthe Carolinas
Before  long, Jos and I were setting up meetings-—simultansously
work iy dn desr benting or fishing for the four of us.  No  way
could Chuck ever have had these trips otherwise.

1L never forgel the day of the turtles. Jog and I had put on &
mmeting nesr West Palm Beach and left the boys in our adioining
ros at the motel on the beach., Later. when we returned to the
motel.  we  Townd the boys asleep in the same room, We  took the
cbher one  angd went bo e

The e .t morning Jos went over Lo his room to showsr.  Almosd
immediately, I heard a yell--and & torrent of cow language!  Joo
had Eteﬂﬁtd ints a bathtub crawling with lititle turtles, esach
about  the size of & fifly-cent piece. The bovs had Ffound frEwly-
hatohed sea turtles on the way to the water and fioured this was
the way to gel vich quick s2lling turiles. Since there is & fine
of BROOD for each bturitle rewmoved from the beach, we had to destroy
their  dream of riches and gst those turilss back bo the  ocesn,
bt Fast

Joeoand Totook our smons o the plantation for their firvsdt  cesr

hunt. A group of retirved Army, Mavy and ﬁﬁ**ﬁ@ afficers plus =&
few selacted South Carolisns regularly hunted on the piantaiiwh.

Tomecdiately, I made it plain that Chuck and l watild love to bunt
with them, but we sxpected to follow  their rules, stc. They putb
Le in stands aret told us the doogs wouwld move the desr out of the
swamp. Zince therese was  an old road in front of wus, we had sbout
fFifimen fest Lo spol the desr, determine if it had morns,  and
shoot . I we missed, tradition demandsd that owr shird tails b
cut off and fastensd fo o pole.

Fretty soon, we could hear the driver velling at the dogs. He was

ricivg & horss down in that swamp, and making sure we all hkhnew
whera he was, ALL st once, Chuck let fly with his gun. The  buck
was  runming straight at him. Chack  knocked it down, but it got

wip. Chuck was so execited, he jJumped owt of his stangd  to finish
aff the desr.  From all sides, he was told to get back into his
stand. Whan they gathered up the slain deev, Chuck wes able  to
show where he bhagd B the deesr. He wanted the antlsrs, Dot we
tolol Mmoo Do o way were we going to rids 1,000 miles  hone with
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smelly borpns, BOR, had slready given me bthe high sign thet he
woulal get then mounted for Chuck . When the wooden box arrived
Prpfore Christmas, Chuck was plenty curiocus as Lo what king of
praesent that cowld be. And he was one happy kid when he say his
Fanr s

Areetbwme growpn 1T sspecially enjoved was  Don Virts sl his
cumtomers An Virginia, Don was g yvoung Tarmer wilth plenty  of
ambd tion, and he wasn't afraid of work, He hadd ong big  cusitomsr,
the well-kmwwn radio personality, Avihure Sodfrey,  who also

broadeast & TV show out of Mew York Godfrey's hobby was a  big
farm in the Valley of Yirginia whare he ra iqtd Heretorod cattle,

Hee supplied wost of the 4-H celves in fhe Leesburg ares, He also
ad 2 fencecd—in ares he called the gams pmeL which was stocked

witiy all kingds of odeer, elk, sand a few Duffalo and  long~horn
catile.

One night, Don and I owere sitting in Avithur’s kitchen drinking
beer  when the question of size-of-antlsers came up.  Yould frees-
choice minsrals and protein increass the size of the vack, he
warted  to krnow, I osaidid, yesio oand the nesd morning T owas wd oon a
watch  tower  obsserving frthoe phobtodaranh bull o elk ang deesy. We
agresd  bo e this agein the following yvear. That way we could
prove  or disprove our claim, Mot long after, I got &2 czll from
the Chicago Zoo wanting o feed our producis. Somebime later, wa
alan stepried feeding the elk in the Tetons, 10 proved that Srbhoare
Goodf rey could sell.

There was 2 probles in this whole ares. Catils had been dying for
ne apparent reasond snd &1l the colleges in the area plus the
HEDA hed weed reams of paper describing the disesse but o of fered
o saggestions as to what to oo about it There appsared o be =2
lagk of meagnesivm, but we still had deaths afler we fed magnesium
frog choice. I gave the Goofrey farm manager & nitrate kit so b

polodl best for high nitretes,.  Ooe day after e bhed tested sobs
grass  arnd  then washed his cup in & stes&ms running throwgh o Lhe

pEsblre, b ﬁmtic&d' a milky precipitate formed when e was
washing the cup. He called me arnd finelly cawght up witho me  in
Florida wheve Jos and T owsre working together.  Jos called Fhil
Arcdersor, and we all met st the Weshivgton Alrport,  orocessilng
Ffrom thers o Godfrev's farm.

Fril  knsw that heavy metals, lezd and arsenic, will rcause this
silky  oolor, The whole Valley is known for its  apple archarvds,
arl the  trees are commonly spraved with lesd svsenic. To make
things worss. & beavy layer of  limestons  ros bDensath this
groung, and the water follows this limestone ledoge, running of f
into  the gtreams. When 2 cow gets snough lsad into her systen,
st dies. We bhad already noticed that no voung  animals wsrae
aftected. Fhil sssmed Lo heavs ths answer: Lead polsoning,

The only known antidote for lead had besn developed during  Worlad
Wayr I as an antidote for mustard gas. One company still mpads soms
of bhis antidote for wuse in cise someong ate rat poison. I was
packaged in glass vials, =ach containing snowugh for & 150-pouwnd
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paErson. We needed enough bo freat oz 1B00-pound eow
Wer Tdvred & few local women o open vials for us, and we started
shooting Godfrev’s cows  wilth the santidote.  Somewhers in the
micklle  of shooting these cows, the housekesper came sailing owt
and  said Arcthur wanted to talk to ome of ws  during his  nsest
commercial. He was in Mew York doing a radic show, He had decided
we neeched some untrested cows o a2t sz oconmtrols.

Tre cows were then turned back on grass, trested and untrested.
b waited and waited, It was six weiks hwfu?u we had  the nsws,
twe  wntrested diecd, one treasted oot shaky but recoverad,
Several months later, I picked up a Readers Digest angd read an
article by Godfrey telling how MHE PMad solved this maior ok lem

which had already cost Virginda, West Virgivia, and Maryland
farmers millions of dollars. Me forgot o mention  Feedd Sevyvice
Coypeeration, '

Anatier of  my most memorable distributors tried very bRard  on
saveral oocasions to save my sowl--or st least changs my wavs.
One  time, we were snowbound near Buffalo, Mew York, at s Howsrd
Jobnson Motel. After ws had ssten and were on our way back o the
Felut:/ g8 I saw 2 cute girl in the sotel office. The office was
pomprletely enclosed in glass. 1 told the distributor o was going
tio .aiL to this mirl for thil@ instesd of watching TV, Well, to

this story short, I learved Lo handls the  switebboseod  an
2 great timg passing an otherwise boring evening., When T got
back to the O e was on his knees  praving foromy soul
Anciher time, he invited me to kis bunting camp provigding 1 would
Ciyemi B st o seoke, drink, or swesr. I ohad to tell kdim iF I
did et speake or d?lnh I woulsd be swearing.

DADDY BILL

Dhas L ﬁnjc rEon, sales manager for Hespenheide and Thompson,  met
Daddy Bi 1 fEnid’% father?) and me down in Virginia to visit  soms
rrospen b distributors. Dale had & fTesder on the trailer bebind
his cCar. w& werer havivg some trouble registering Morea in
Virginia, so we decided that I would take his car and trailer on
o Richwsond to show the feed registration peopls and try Lo cud
some of bthe red tape. As soon 8z Daddy BI1Y and I took  off, | he
wantsd  to know if Dale was my bosms, Then, you're  bis boms? O
tydgod Lo ogepladn that Hespenheide amd Thompson were customers,
art we wers just working togsihesr o make Mores sales. What i ws
wreck hiszs car or he wrecks your company cav, bhe worried., I said
that somebody s insurancs comnpany would pay the Diil. He only
ghuonk his head.

later, we went down South. He observed that I nsver  Ytock an
orider® Tham was Rilling Rim, for he was sure T owould be  fired.
One oday, 1 ed him bo ride with one of the sslssmen and once
mgmin, he 1?@& guestions. The salssman sxplainsed that my job was
o byain malﬁﬁman arnd that when fre Pt g problem bhe couwld call

me  at  any time for snswers, IF I didn't bkrow, 1 could wsuwally



Fived  owt and cwll bim back.  Ang thet this was troe of
pther  people s2iling Mores, As far he was concerned, I
Servios. T ihink it took five vesrs before Dackdy  Bi

&
comefortable that I was doing what I wes peid Lo do.

WaE Fasd
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pressurs of oy Job,  the traveling, asnd  working Iong

Withy the
howrs, b1 Rag forgotten what I ohad wanted  fore years, I was
Fforcibly remindad one weskend when Deniss ssked 1T we could have

5 horse. That ides veally found & bome. Very soon after dhat, 1
vigited & customsr in Eesntucky, MHe wes damning his luck, for  one
of  fie daughter’s fine geilted mares showsd wp with a buckskin
filly . I looksd a2t this little colt and said, YIT youw don't want
it, I oo ” A1l he asked was whether I would take it away the  day
it owas weansd, and I agresd. Well, I sure wasn't going o take
auch & Tilly bome to kids who didn't kErow how o oride. '

I went to the Mew Holland sale and looked for s chesp horse that
the kids could lsarn to ride. I found a cheap ong, so cheap  aven
Fowonldn’t ricds 1t It Wi el ther Dlind or stupid, or both, At
any rate, we odicdn’'t have it long enowgh o matter

The next horsse was & thin paloming that had ssen some hard tines.
Thiz  bime I tried Hdim oult before lething the kids kEnow  we  had
ancthery horss,. I hed besn inpressed with the way ihe horse  moved
iy bbee sals ving, and when I orode him I knew he was  Tor real.
That Tirst afternoon I took him throwugh &8 field near our Douss
arpd  boo jale saw the ditch at least six feeset wide The horss
jJust picked up his fest and junped aoross withowdh even snorbing,
Wee mamed this horse, Yankas,

I theowsght that gradin and plenty of water would improve s locks
VERY 00N, I was right. We also found owt be nesded 20 lot of

ricing to kesp him happy. Dendse, whs started this deal, learned
o oride and o oricks my wey, We stavied in Lhe corrall Staviing,
stopping, turning, until she felt 2t home on top of Lthe P s
e shtarted doing this st a walk and worked op spesd wntil the
Farss was really going all-out, By this tims, the horse and  she
Mad confidencs in each othesy. It was great Lo ses her hadle this
frsrme who was o possy cat, A lob of Chuack's friends foupnd bhis
ot bl e way . Thal Yank was no pussy cat, I msan,

Ivy due fime, we browught the Eentuoky filly homs-complsete with &
leg  indury. The big gash on bee leg was  coverscl  with proud
flesh, Enid snd Denise treated her every night. I had showed them
Feow b opub o2 bwiich on her lip, so she woulcn’t kick  when they
waere doctoring hev. When I got bhome that week-snd, the twitch was
nowhers in sight. They weres fesding her osits out of their  hands,
arpd the filly was sticking owl her leg o be ftreated-

in, fthat made her bhaif s

Bircs  the fillv's Tathsr wess s bucksk ;
bhis down o half-a-buck o

buckeskin. It was sesy Lo shorien



Fourbits,  Fourbits didn’t  kEnow she wes 2 horss. When we turned
her looge in the corral, Eh& flew arcund like a whirling sdervish,
doing Mer best Lo never have more tharn e fest on the ground.
If  we sst on the log, she was soom pesking for something in our
hack pockel like a hanky and wouled ron of F owith it I¥ nothing
elze,  she would slide ber heapod undder an arm bo e pethesd,
Ay by thivg Dendse loved! She dig 211 her  businesss  in one
covrner, leaving her Dedding &1l nice and clenw. Yank was just ihe
cpposited he rolled in it 8o he looked dirty alwost every day.

The prowd flesh just would not oo saway.  Aftsr three local st
had  worked  onm i1, I finally took Fouwrbits to Tristste Vet
Hospital  in Port Jervis, MN.Y., so Dr. Frank Simpson, twhvam 1
considered  the best in the countery)d cowld work om i€, He did  an
gxczllent  Job, but during some dicy wealher when she couwldn’t be
cuidoors,  she broke it open kKicking the box stall, wsnting to
run. I took her back to Dr. Simpson and during her convalascencs
she  died when a fire-bug set fire to the hospital. This  meant
Renise  and I never got & chance to go on that ride from Yalley
Forge  to Furnace Hills which we planned. I =still regret we
cowladn’t have had two healthy borsss to mabke that trip. '

Demise alwayes sgemsed Lo share my love for  horses,  but Donna
inferited my  selling genes. Who, other than & resl salesman,
cowld convince Catholic Social Services that a degres in religion
iz Just =z good s oone in accial work for the  job sy  were
trwiveg ko F1i11°9

I oused to el the greatest kick listening to ber tell how she got
Lthe ordasr when she was selling Avon, OFf courss, atier shs  banged
wp her Farmy car and had bo o erawl out the window, Fow  cowld
anybody  refuse Lo buwy—-especially when she wore 5 short skirt?
Later, when she was making  “dust collectors?, I marveled at  her
success  in o a figld Filled with competition. She's good, and  she
krews tow bo sell. [ often wonder how muckh of Per work was £ o el
arvd wsed as a patiern for soms group.

EELLING REAL EZTATE

Afttar a number of  vears with Fesd Service and traveling
onbinuously I bagan to burn ouwt, letting little things bother

"t

ne,  k ﬁhﬁughw I was ready for s new challengs. I first talked +fo
e banks. I thowght with my backaground I would be ideal  For  a
trust officer or certainly  an agricwltural lending officer. That
ivdes was dropped fast when they telked about monsy., [ could make
more driving a bread truck. T then talked to Jobnny D oabowt real
umt e, I oowld sell or sven list a farm 1 could support my
family @s I was accustomed, I snded g selling  investment
propeety anod an occasional home. I cowld net sell a  farm  for
farming when the proceseds of the farm would not pay the interest
oy bhe losn,
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Jobn bhad & lot of problems with me. The first ftime a lawver
ceiled  and askedd ne to go to the cowrthouss to get him a  legal
cieeerintion (a copy of the deedd, I told him he was closer to the
coarthouse Lthan I, have at it, When others called and said  they
were foo busy o have 2 settlement when the buver wanted it 1
gaid, "Fing, '11 gelt anciher saitorney.”  Each time, Jobn aloost
srreamed, belling me I couldn’t  dtalk to atitornevs that way.

Ore time, the stitorney for the Feal Estate Board started to taks
gy msmasure for nobh payving attandion Lo his title, Esoguire. I
gently Drowght to BHis atiention the fact that his pay cheok  Cane
from real estate angd 1 expected emplovess of mine to come  to
their feet whan I came dinto the room! The hardest jolt Lo mee o was
that 2ll sales associstes were expected Lo step and fetoh it for
John  because he was the Broker. I took it for some  bims——10
years-—all the time loocking for something I really wanted.

e

Fexl esstiate odid have its pluses, I was able to help Dorma and
Jim Tind a Iot in Lancaster County and 2 buillder whe weonalol buaiiad
a  goond houss. OF couwrse, that too was a it of &2 strain with
Three Mile Island so close. Can vouw imegine my feelings when the
pgilaer called one day and said the men were poudring cement whesn
the sirens and whistles went off--and he dossn't Evow whers  or
it they  dunped the cement. 8% any rat this soare prolongsd

comstruetion twice as long as we @xped

Thesir =mscond houss burred owl Lo e s stexl. This was the result
of two things. I could wuse my hard-sarned real estats Ernowledos
oy bagy A E rdght, and Dorna oould viswalize what wmight be  done
with & big "Fladin Jane" houss

One of the biggest plusss of ithe real estaste sxperience was that
Enid amnd I sccusulsatsd soms very  goood investment properbiss
duiring Lthose years.

LIQUID FEEDS, TMC.

Breaking out of the real sstate field cames in the darnedesit way.
In the early sixties, Camp Milling Company, 2 distributor in New
York, had a problem dairvry scoount. Afisr several trips  to the
faro, I finally recommended that they fall in Frank Simpson, my
veterinarian friesnd and 2 real cow man. He was able to halp thaen-
g I got the credit for being a real salesman.  Thirly vears
later  thig sams farmer had 3 chence to become & distributor for
FEC oangd wanted me as oa salsgman.

After I had talksd Lo him about  the possibilities, I got  in
ok with management at Fesd Service angd was wrged o make &
trig to Crete.  When T left Crete, I was again Fastern Division
Manager of Feed Service Corporation., The wunderstanding was that |
woulod makes only limited effort &t building bausminess in the Easth,
Ty veturn, oy resunerstion wowlad bBe s darn good percentages, but
iy salary o pald Sxpenses.

{id

The tervitory was & replication of what T faced 20 vesrs agod i

Ty



s L nesss I soom found I needed & going distributorship o show
potential  customers. Liguid Feeds was set wp for fhat  purposs.
Thia  Like fthe taill wagging the dog, I oam 81111 so involwved with
with Lioid Feeds 1 have not done justice to the Fesd Service
araa. : ’

'mo ohaving  sao much fun solving nutritional problems for o omy
ustomar 'y daivies, I find svery day too short. BEach day., seems
o ivding another ego trip, Yesterday was 2 oood example.  Thiz
voung Amdshman bed beld off from Buyving our products for monties.

He had gotten himsel? into & big bind, with breeding problems and
cows going off-feed hesding the list. I told him =t the start it
wowid take time to correct. Yesterday, he showsd me his  breecding
record. Every oow bred only once and every cow sate in calf.  His
mill  is &t an all time high., MHe is increasing Ris  herd andg
getiing out of tobacco Farming.

73

Ton bavag & bit. When Liowid Feeds starvted, most of owr customners
were  producing 13,000 pounds of milk., Mow, thsse same  dairymen
areg working on 17,000 pounds. The avevage fesd cost for peochscing
g OO powncds of milk  on oour program is $2 less than the ooty
avarage, according o DHIA records. Sure, Do recommendivng boedtep
Bl is, providing mansgensnt tips, and anyiking else I think will
help  incrsases profits,. This dis like farming for myself——withouwt
the labor.

[T

CTHAMED TO A WONMDERFUE. FOMILY
Tiwe had fun reminiscing about my simost £3 years, The up's have .
Tar  swurpassed  the down’s. My family has alwavs bsen a  great
source of pride for me. e staried with 3

]
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: e ot ws. Then, there
ware aix of gy, Defors we knew it, the in-laws began to join us-——
arwd then the bhabiss--who are no longsyr babies.

-

Catehing myself bragoing zbougt some of  our familv's  pscent
sehisvensnts made me think: I am desn prood of all my sight  kids
arnd thal goes for some fabulous  grandochildren. Isn’t id grest Lo
Tovve avd e lovedd?  Each of vouw s very spescisl bo me.
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