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MY AUTOBICGRAPHY .

Get yourself a hobby and ride it. My most recent hobby has been to call
back to my memory the family namaes of psrsons that I chanced to mest and form
acquaintances with during & 14ifetime of seveniy-six years. Rscalling names also
brings back to my memory certaln happenings which to me at least are interesting
and will record some of them hare from tilme to time as they occur to ms.

That I was born seams self evident as I myself stand eaa a monument of proof,
Hy information is to ths sffect and seems entirely relisble that I was born
Qetober 18, 1859 in a log house near Polk City, Polk County, Iowa. The fact
howaver of my birth in & log house ssens to have given me the ssme chance of
becoming great as Lincoln had - he being also born in a log house, but for reasons
unknewn to me this log house did not have the ssme effect on me¢ as 1t did on
Iinceln and to the best of my knowledge I have never been scoused of being a great
m&no

Consldering my very limited schooling it may seem pretentious to undertake
the task of writing scmething that might interest others except perhaps our own
family so I wish to offer my apologles for the effort. As I have alrsady mentioned
I was born and so I learned afterward that I was the sixteenth child and 1f it had
not 80 happenad that fifteen other youngsters had arrived at ouwr hone before me,
I might have been an gggg childs, Through the suggestion of a neighbor whose given
name was Peter I was to be nemed Pster. My father®s dieliks for his own glven
name (Peter) was such that none of my senlor brothers were named Peter. So it was
agreed that I might be named Peter provided Herman were glven as a second name so
Pater Herman Cfeller was ssttled onte me for keeps. At school I was Petej at home,
Herman,

My parents artdving from Switgerland in 1853 did not learn the American
language and the Swise-Cerman was used altogether in our house. Cutside I hsard
mostly English so it happened that I acquired both languages at the same time.

When quite young I was sometimes taken along to town by my father as an interpreter.

Qur first farm was located near the timber llne extending several mlles from
the Des Molnes river and a =mmall creek passsd through ocur farm. This creek
furnlshed the very popular swinming hole and at times scme fishing. The pasture
consisted mostly of t{imber and I could gather walmuts, butternuts, hickorynuts,
hagelnuts, red haw, black hawy also wild cherries, wild strawberrises, and May
apples. Idvestock ralesed on this farm conalsted of catils, horses, sheep, and
hogs as wall as chickens. Hogs sspecially did well,; fattening and growing om
acorns and the nmercus mits and berries mentloned sbovs., The calils grazed on
opan pralrie and wers turned out mornings and driven back home gvenings.

A pet Indian pony that I well remembar wss used mostly for the purposs of
rounding vp the catile in the svening. Wall do I remswber the flrab tlme I was
allowed to sosompany my elsber, loulss, to round up the cows. I was told I would
bo allowsd %o ride the pony and that we would atart ab 5 Po M. It ssamed aboub
bhe longest day I ever experlanced to walt for the elock to show [lve ofolock.
Topatdent at the slownesz of the clock inally climbad upon s chaly s
the alock hende ahesd apd the folks afberward wondered why the anlock had z
ong howr thab pe m. Later I was allowed Lo round up thae cows by mysalf. I mus
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have bsen quite small then for I overheard & nelghbor tell father that one of
his kids cams by his place, the top of the kid's head being just a little higher
than the saddle horm.

The grim reaper seemed to pursue mp early in life as I was told later. At
the tender ags of two years I was rescued from a shallow well by an older alater
whoe saved ne from a walery grave.

My memory now reverte back to the time when we three youngest chlldren slept
in what was called a trundle bed which was pulled cub from under our parents?
big bed at night and returned back under the big bed in the daytime. Then it was
that we recelved our first instruotiom in vocal music. Father would lead the
scale up and down with the rhyme, ®I wet I hat a hmt well haselunuss. I wet so
ssaa ohn vertrues® which represented the scsle firset up avd then down. Later 1
learned to play scme musical instruments including vielin, gultar, accordisn,
and last but not least the Jews harp, but did .net reach any notable altalmments.
Hany years later I played a tuba bass in e band which I may desewibe later. All
the above mentioned musical axperience except the brass band were without any
knowledge of notes and altogether by ear or hearing. I trled to gain same
knowledge of notes as written in books but was confusel by the fact thal bome
notes had their tails up and some with tails down so gave it up as too much of a
nystery for me to 80lvo.

Before my attendance at scheol I recall that the achoolhouss whieh was lovated
on our farm was burned. A temporary school was provided by using an old log eabin
located very near our own log houss to finish that term of sshool. The teacher,

a neighborts aister nsmed Sue Robinson, scmetimes during the noon hour would eu-
tertain me and oven plek mo up in her arma. Sue was always sccempanied by her
big black wooly dog nsmed Biju. Blge, as we called him, would lie down at the
school house door and wait patiently for his mistress. One day I decided that

Bigs should go home and suiting the thought with aetion I began hurling stones and
clubs at Bige more often hitting the scheolhouse deor than the dog and so dlsturb-
ing the peace of ths school and campelling Miss Sue to put a stop to my disturbance.
Later when I reached school age Hiss Sue was still teaching. As & new school house
had been built replacing the burned one it was so-called swmer term. Ons suliry
afternoon many of the kids seamed drousy; even the teachar began to nod her head.

A large boy, Ike Willimmms, began to snore in the seat just in front of me. After
due consideration I reached the vardict that I should be appeinted a ccomittes of
one to wake Ike up. Searching my own clothes I located a pin which was to be

used to rouse the sleeper. Cautiously I procesded to locate my little self
directly beneath Ike?s seat and as the benches wers all slattsd I had no trouble

to introduce my pin whors I would bwing gquiek resulbs. It did bring results for
Ixe jumped elear ont of his seat with a louwd report which ssemed to come from

the region of his face whieh of course arcused the whole school the tascher
included. DBefore I was able to get back to my seat she had me by ths necik and
gently helped me back to my sesb. Thers was no mors sleeping thal day.

Tkats brother Zd pursuaded me to sell him a nice pen and holder for ten cente.
Ed was to bring me the dlme to school next day and he avill cwas me the dime today.
Thst waendt the only dims that I Llost in a Lifebtime, bub zosa So prove thal muman
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with seed corn secured .about cur shoulders with straps, and were instructed to
drop three kernels of corn about a step apart. The older brothers followed up
with hoes to cover the sesd. Cultivating the corn was dons with a singls horse
attached to a single shovel plow going up and down @ach spase between two rows
three times. After that the job was finlshed with the hoes The following fall
every corn stalk was eut by hand and placed in shocke During the winter it was
hauled to the yard to feed cattle and horses.

Fralrie chickens and quail got thedr share of the corn as thess birds wers
vory mumerous. We found it great sport to trap the birds, &nﬁ in that way fure
nished meat for the household.

Hay for the stock was obtained out on the open pralrie by the process of
mowing with the saythe and raking by hand with rekes especially dealgned for that
purpose. Smpall grain such as wheat or cats were harvested with a cradle (mot a
baby cradle) whisch was an implement like the grass scythe with fingers attached
gsemewhat resembling e glant hand to catch the grain as it was sut. It was bound
by haend with stray bands. Later a manufacturer in Chicago invented a machine with
2 sickle with & real and platform drawn by four horses, a man standing or leaning
againat a post of the rear of the platform armed with a fork to rake off the
grain from the platform, the bunches suitable for the binder that followsd. That
was called the mavnny reaper. HNext came the Dropper which had a hinged platform
that could be loweredito drop off the accumulated grain in sultable quantities
for a bundle. The next improvemsnt in hsrvesting machinery was the self rake
which raked the bundle out away fram the last swath far enough so the machine
could continue without paseing over the droppdng of the previous swathe The ruls
was now established that five men should bs abls to bind after this mashing making
suitable stations around each fleld. Some years later the self binder was invented
using wirs to bind the bundlss and at one time a machine called s Marsh harvester
named after the manmufacturar Marsh alevated thse out grain onto a platform and
two men standing on the platform wers supposed to do the bimding, but did not
always succeed in keeping up with the machines. HNext seme the hesder; twine binder,
and combine, :

Golng back once more to my early experience I mentdonsd thet cur folka had
shesp at that time and I tock a childish delight whén shespshearing time arrived
each springs The wool then was prepared for spinning by scae process which I do
not now recall, later this ssme wool was ready for the spirming wheely my mother
and sisters did the spinning, and many times I was accused of meddling wiih thelr
spimning wheals, when they were absent from the rocm. A neighbor nemed Elrshner
had a2 loca and would weave our gpun yarn into cloth from whieh our clothes wars
nade - both male and female - by the hands of mother and sisters. Thoss homse
apun and homemads clothes seansd never Lo wear oub and were passed on down the
line when oubgrown by ths oldar boys. Baing nsar the bobtbtom of the ladder no new
zlothes need be made for me. Thare wers always plenty of outgrown garments for
By Lo wWear. ’
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with only & blanket over it for protection froem the bitter cold outside. We
afterward discovered the Indian boys outdcors with a longing eye on our chlickensa.
Pointing to the chickens the Indisn boys kept repeating a word that sounded to me
14ke "pag @ nah® which we interpreted to mean chicken. Upon motioning to them

to try te cateh & chicken which we gusssed they could not do, permisslon was
ssarcely granted wntdl to our surprise they sach hed & fat hem which we were told
afterward were caben rav.

Wild plgeons {which are now extinet) were so mmaveus then that flocks
Flying almest darkened the sun and vers shot end trapped for food.

1o sages of childhood such as measles, mumps, scariet
fover, oy typheld did mt, soem Lo cause me any inconvenience, belng immune from
all of them. Our femily was strilen by & siege of typhoid fever when I was quite
?mmg, bu% I wall pecall the vi@itm frmn the Doetor on horsebock with hie saddle-
frm the saddle. Finally some of the patients bsgan to mend and
baked &gpms were often used to tmpt thelr appetites. I would wateh my chance
to snateh up w fruit that was returned from the aick room, snsak out, and
eagarly devour them, which faot aceording to medical anthorities should have given
ne & real case of typhold fever but it didni?t,

We are now getting ready to move, our timber farm having been gold to &
Mr. Kelser from Des Moinss. Our new home was found sevsral miles away. In the
vieindty where the little town of Allemen now stends and in what might be eslled
a Swims settlemente Ab lesst the Swiss were in the majority. A4s to owxr assocla~-
tions ab our new home I elaim they were decldedly better than the boy@ wers ab
our former -homoe

Tm'@s fo:mw Swiss schoolmasters were seitled here, Mr. Bernhart, my father,
and Mrs Fauschs The last named teaching Sunday School ably assisted. by the other
t%.r Mre Fauﬂeh al% taught & fow wesks of vacation school whare I got a little

lerman, and was able afterward to write a German letter that nearly
mm gould m&d Gur distriet schoecl could hardly be classed with pregent day
graded schools, The pupiles were graded as to their general lmowledge by the '
mmber of resders they had passed. One having passed the fifth reader was cob-
ddsred vm“y wall &dvanee:l in hﬁ.a edncaticn and was not expected to make any

toyslsdge I had advanced to tha fourth readsr when

I left &e:hﬁal and mmt&y eaunt@ﬂ anyself among the better sducateds In #pelling
I had advanced to 2 point whers I could spell such words ass incomprehensible,
mmintaldzibdlity, m — Bgonstantenapolltanishedudlesaspledfan®™ which seemed to
2e to be aboub the limit of literary advancemeni. A8 %o grammsr I must confees
thad uy kpowledgs of groumar 13 nil as I never saw the inslds of that book. In
later yeers I oflem h@m the axpression “studying Tnglish® whish almost tewpted
me 50 udier the ramark that any Tool eould talk Englishe

do serisus asccidents are recorded in my mlnd of my schoel days. Only once
do I remembar thab a big boy tried to whip owr teacher and the boy got the worast
of i%e-
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shingling, and a naighbor lady who by the way did not seem very bright inguired
of the carpsnters what thay were bullding. One of the men Jokingly remarked
that the scaffold was a porch, and thd lady sald, "So that's a porch.” Another
tims this same nelghbor lady was at our house during a total eclipse of the sun,
"Yemmers yemmers,® said she, Wdo you think we all have to die now?"

In the later part of my school days I began to seriously consider the advis-
ability of falling in love with scme of the school girls I had lieted in my mind,
at least four different glrls that I admired and considered them worthy of my
sarious sttentions but was unsble to declds which of the four should be favored
with ny undivided attentions. My older brothers one after the other now reaching
maturity and wishing to establish homes of thelr own, it was unanimously agreed
that we would need to migrats farther south or west where cheaper land would be
available. Consequently father started on a land seeking tour first visiting in
Tennesses where he was told of & Swiss sebtlement. Hvidently that was in or near
the Cumberland mountains. He write home that if hie sons were to inhabit this
region they would nesd to become goat farmers. From there he headed for Kaneas
which seemed to sult him better as he bargained for a half ssction of railroad
land at $2.50 per acre. The older brothers were able (o obtain homestead land at
that time and promptly took advantage of this opportunity. The half section
railroad land was to be divided later among the four youngest sons, Adolph,
Robert, Will, and myself. Then the lowa farm was offered for sals but some tims
elapsed before a sale was mads. Scmetime in 1874 a Mr. Peters showaed up and bought
our farm. He took possesesion March 1, 1875.

During the winter of 74 and 75 preparations were made for ths coming move.
Brother Will and I did the hauling to market when the roads weras fit. Hostly
corn and oats was ralsed that year, That of course took us out of school at
least one term sooner than had besn planned., We were also entrusted with the task
of supplying our housshold with wood from the timber near Polk City. A nelghbor
boy who afterward became my brother-in-law, Gottlieb Lelman, was hired that day
to help haul woecd. We started out with lively teams hitched to Bob sleds. 1 took
the lead, Brother Will next, Gottlieb third, my team outdistanced ths others and
reached the timber first, Loading the alrsady ocut cord wood I started back the
same way we had come. A fow miles back I encountered a wreck of twe Bob aleighs,
two boys, and one team and pleaty of broken harness double trees and nackyokes.
The explanstion was that Gottlleb!s team bscams unmanagabls, running at breakneck
spesd, overtsking Will's team, and running over him and both teams in a heap.
However one team mansged to untangle themsalves and made further progress into the
timber., After finding the lost tesm we gathersd up the wrackags and oncs more
startsd on our homeward journey leaving the wreckage in Polk City for repairs.
A1l this time I was offering congratulations to mysell for belng the only one of
the three to return home with a full load of woed, but, 70 Horroral® about two
miles out of Polk City I encountered a very leoy and sideling hill, My sled,
wood, and 2ll went rolling down a steep bank leaving my team and toangue of the
sled on top of ths bank. We finally managed to get the smpiy sled back inte ths
road, tied the tongus that had brokem off back to ths sled wlth string, rope, and
wirs and rsached homs that night empity, tdred, and not very happys

Before I am resdy 2o stard for Tansas T must oncs mors tinker with the alonk,
but bhls tdme I fura ths hands bag d and gather up 3 thread of this atoxy
that did n v 4o [it in or & Lo oMy HMEmory $o0 urd 1
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recall now the evening ps father was reading the weekly paper, he looked up from
his paper amnouncing that Iinecoln had been shot, and as it peemed to me at that
time that more of the neighbors were Democrats than Republicans I was not quite
sure if I should feel sad over the loss of Lincoln or not.

A neighbor named Beary was called to our place to do some plastering.
Beary was a very sober faced homely looking creature — in fact I imagined that
his face surely must cavse him severe pain, He however had & sense of humor of
his own. While he was in another room plastering I sneaked in and with a 1little
stick was stirring the morterj on his retura for another bach of mortar, seeing
me atirring in the mortar in order to scare me and then have a good laugh over
it he put on his soberest face and cnlled in a loud volce, “Bueb hiir da chara®
which of courae caused me to shift in high gear to sscape his wrath. Before I
reashed a great distanes I heard him "He ha ha¥ and called me to come back. I
mistrusted his motive however and stayed at a safe distance. He then asked me
what my neme might be. Hy reply of ecourse was ¥Herman.® What sald he, %Her
und den noch man das ist doek gar su gut fur ao no Schouderbub.® Later, the
same queation was put to me by a German nelghbor. He repeated the name Herman

geveral times; “Yes,® he sald, "that at one time was a very popular and honered —

name in CGermanye Knights, Earls, end Dukss were honored by that nmme.,® I am
sorry however to note by the recent gpecimens of that name that they have greatly
deteriorated. This obaservation of course took some of the concelt out of me and
the fact that I was a graduste of the fourth reader "McGuffy® at that and I also
considered myself a graduate of a German achool of instruction. All these
ascomplisbments did not loom so high anymors.

Before leaving Iowa we also received religlous instructlon and were in due
time confirmed. Durdng this period I took it onto mysslf to mamufacture a
violin, perhaps I should say & fiddle - that sounds more like it looked. It was
a fiddle and it playeds For the bow I made, I got the wood part frop my brothsr,
Fred, and afterward robbed ons of ocur gray horse's tails to supply the bow with
the necessary hair. One day when I flunked on my lesson in religious instruetion
our pastor Rev. Kern remarked, ®Du hast Wieder suvisl gegigt.® One of the other
boys being late %o school ona-merning explained his tardiness by =saying that one
of the triggers on thelr elock came loose.

My brother-in-law, Fueggy, 88 well as all the older brothers, Fred, Godfried,
Gottlieb, Adolph, and Robsri{ had preceded us to Kansas. A sale is called and
advertised to take place March 2nd, 1875 to dlapose of everything we had as fabher
did pot intend to farm in Kaneas. The snow was so deep around the barnyard on
the date of the sals that many implements had to be dug out of ths snow. We
had two nearly new hay {rames. One was on the wagon, the cther burisd in a deep
drift and oub of slght. The anow zovered rack wes sold, sighd unsesn at s good
price. On the svendng of our departurs for ths wild west, the young peopls of the
nelghborhovd gathersd at our house %o bid us farewsll. This gathering ineludsd
the Lebman boys and thalr 1ilttle slater, Rose. When the tims of parting arrivad
I motdeed that the boys sonsidered 1t Lthelr duty o sass the girls safaly homas
One 1lttle glrl however seamned bo bs missed and I falt duty bound to ase her home
Loos, Dut on the way I rﬂﬂﬁlmﬁd tha 5AVAZ9 dgg s&ll@d Tauk ab %hﬁ L@hmaﬁ bamﬁ
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snow banks which were frosem hard éenough to carry team and wagon. If necessary
we could pass over the fop of fences with hindrances. In Des Moines we stopped
that night at a sort of farmer's hums. They almo kept a yard and barn, The
proprietor’s name was Wunderlich., There I saw my first Dominos, and I was
Inastructed how to play them., Durling the evening a so-called "Corn Peddler® or
Doctor called thers tco ascertain if any of thse guests had corns. ¥he answer he
received from the farmers present was that we all had corns but it was all in
the crdib and not on our toss.

At this time it was not uncommon to meet people that were 1lliterate which
calls te my memory & ramark of an uneducated neighbor, Alley, whose children were
then going to school and would ropesab words at heme that they heard in school.
These words were esgerly absorbed by the elder Alley with a will and purpese to
use those nsw words at the first cpportunity to impress his hearers with his
wonderful knowledge of the English language. One day a storm was threatending
with dense black clouds rolling in the air and with fierce thunder and lightening/
A mmber of eltdszens of Polk City wers discuseing the pmobabilities of what this
threatening storm might bring when Mr. Alley asppeared on the scens with this view
on the approaching storms ®CGentlemen,® sald he, ¥let me tell you just what ia
golng to happen now. The atmosphers and the hemisphers will bump together and
then it will rain like Hell.®

A Hethodist revival meeting was going forward in Polk City and the Methodlist
minister approached a Mr. Schnelder with an earnest adwonition to attend his
meetinga, Mr. Schnelder?s reply was, "No I come not. When I go way children
might burn up the houss down.¥

The prineiples amusements for the young people of this time was an ocoasionsl
party, epelling achools, and taffy pulls., The latter were generally held in the
aschool house. The last one that I attended was somewhat of a fizsls owing prin-
cipally to the fact that heating stoves were not entlrely suited for the purpose
of boiling the sorghm molasses into taffy, On this cocasion we managed to get
the mess hot but not bolling so a comittes was named to rustle scme spoons and-
saucers and we proceedsd fo devour our sweets in that way, One of the larger
boys however asaved the day by offering to deliver a lecturs for our entertaiyment.
Taking his dlsh of molasses on the tescher®s platform he anncunced his subject
thusy #The old cow crossed the road and the reascn she crossed the road was
becauss she wanted to cross the road,” His naxt sentence was as I remsmber it,
ind I shall {las over the mountain of Hepsedem where the lion roarsth and the
whackadoodle mournsth for hils first born.® Continuing on that ordsr he also
mentioned something about Hotsrdem, Amsterdam, Donteareadam. While he was deliver-
ing his lecturs he would punctuste sach sentence with a liberal allewanes of
molassess & vobe of thanks was offered him for the snterteimment, Adjourmment
wan voted and all wend home wall plsased with ths success of owr tafly pull.

& ball gane callsd Townball waa @l&y@d whiah sopewhal ressmbled Baseball,
Skating on the ise waz a2 very popular sport especlally wners weswers called upon
wo gsslat 2 glel lssrndng to #kats, This wss also tha tlims when hoop skliris,
mu%ﬁlaaﬂ tucks and ruffles or wﬁ&tﬁ?@r %h&y WIra ?%ll&@ Wera f@wy “ﬁpﬁl&f Mmﬂ g
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A Mr. Richter entering the Armstrong drugstore made this demand: ir.
Armptrong,;® sald hs, I want scme Derpadine, I got a siek celf and I dunno was
ihm fehlt.®

A Swede entered the blaecksmith shop of Mr. Hetherfield holding a broken
glevis in his hand with the r@quaatf fifr, Hetherfield; you burn this clevis
togethar Just a Jittle bit, I only borrew him.®

Dr. Matter inguired if there might be a suitable place to practice medicine
in Eansas. ©On being informed that Kansas psople did not get siek and comsequently
needed no doctor, he replisd, "Dontt worry I will malks them siek when I get there.”

My first experience as & wage earner came when brothes Will anmd I were
allowsd to hire out to Harry Stunford as potato plekers at the magnificent sum
of ten cents per day. Our noon meal consisted of boiled potatoss, tea that was
a8 thick as our scup &t home and nearly raw bason about thres inches thick and
was se fab that on touehing 1t, it would shake and tremble like the proverblel
aspen leaf. BStenford told afterward that the boys did very well picking potatoes,
but were evidently mot hungry at meal time and wondered why.

Some pages bask I hed started for Easnsas and st last eight people wers
gitting by a table in our Hotel in Des Moines playing Dominoss. I now bld farewsll
to old Iows, my old associates and friends and leave with a view of seeking sde
venture and excitement in a new land, Kensas, where I was to remain perhapa for
the rest of my dayse We arrive in Junctlon City in due time on March 4th and were
met and weleomed by Brother-in=law, Fusgy, with s lumber wagon drawn by two littla
mules., 48 we had left high snowdrifts in Iowa we wers agreeably surprissd on our
way to the country to see no snow. The prairies were bare and black with no
dead grass or vegetation in sight anywhere. That had been cleaned up by the
grasshoppers the previcus fall, 1874. We were kindly received by the brothers
and other relatives, but sside a remaric was made to the effect that when one
pest lsaves another follows, referring of course to the grasshopper pest. The
hoppers had deposited millions of eggs in the fall and the worry of the few
settlers wae what was to happen to the new crops to be planted that spring when
all the hopper egge should hateh out young hoppers, warm westher sarly hatched
the eggs before much vegetation had started and many young heppers perished for
the want of food. Scmelime later s very cold spell finished the destruetlen of
the hopper pest and a falr crop Was ralsed that summer.

Will ard I wers dumped on the day of arrival at the Gottlieb homestead whers
brother Robert also made his home, Our sccommodations were in the Iittle stone
houss (now uessd as a chicken-housze) which conelsted of twWo roomas - one below
which pepresented the kitohen, dining room, bedroom and perlor. The upper room
wa3 & bedrocm exclusively and we three brothers alept in one bed, ther Robart
was of & pesaimistic dispesition and did not spsak very encouragingly about the
future prospsct of a Ranses farmer, Thiz of course caused me some unsasiness and
almost started a spsll of homeslclkness in me.

It waa a@r@@d &13 ar@nmi ha&i our now home was uo e located on the north
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and a cellar was of native stone and soon completed. Next the carpenters appeared
and in a few mors days our four reom house - two below and two above - zhould be
campleted. But bafore the roof was on & storm one night tipped over the whole
structure with much damage to the lumber in the building, It was now all to be
done over again. All the lumber that could be salvaged was used again and some
more new lumber added. JIn time our new homs was completad and we moved in. No
water being available yot we had to haul water from a spring at the oreek in
barrsels to supply our needs and as wo had no team of our own we would borrow a
team and drag o wagon to haul the water. Soon after the house was cscupled by
us we gtarted the task of digping a well which at that tdme had to bo dons with
plck and shovel. A well digger was hired and a windlsas was erscted to pull up
the diggings. The work had begun by harvest time that swmer (later part of
June}s Fhe prespective well had reached a depth of arcund sixty fest asd now
must be sbandoned for a time at leest as we had agreed to help the Buhers who had
raised a winter wheat crop to help in the harvest. The harvest machine used was
the dropper style and 4t was nevessary to bind the whest as fast as oub. Stations
werg marked around the field, each binder must finish binding his station befors
-.the machine came around again. The senior Mr. Buhrer and our well digger were
the shockers. I wes one of the binders and had no trouble keeping up with my
gtation and though I was the youngest among the harvesters mot yet sixteen.
Father Buhrer declded one day that I was to be spared of ths hard job of binding
go I was to trade work with our well digger. As the shockdng did not necessarily
have to be kept up with the binding I would not be rushed and so would be easier
on mes This change was made in the morming end at noon the driver of the dropper
asked that the kid should be returned as a binder as he had to stop the machine
every round and help the wall digger bind his station so I returned to my old

Job after dinner. After harvest we again tackled the job of well dijging. Father

and I at the windlaw with our old hand pieking away in the solid rock which we
encountered all the way., Late that fall we finally reached ths depth of ons

hundred thres fest where & nlcs flow of water was reached emd ths task of walling

up this one huwired foot hole with rock that had previcusly besn quarrisd and

hauled was begun, apd in time completed. A well cuwrb was built over the well and
well wheel provided with a rope and a sc-called well bucket attachsd to sach end

of the rope passing over the wheel -- one bucket going down while the full buckst
was going upe Not all wells at that time had two bueksts, some had only one because

mongy was not avallable to btuy tweo bucketa,

Having been kept very busy all that flrst sumer no time was found to
atart a serlous case of heme-slickness and soon the memory of my old associates
bagan to fade in my memory.

Balore leaving Iowa my brother Will had learnsd the trade of algsr making and
as no provision for farming had besn made it was agreed that a stock of lsaf
tobaceo was to be procwrsd and he was to bteach me the art of making cigars when
the tobasgeo arrived. ¥%e startsd a clgar factory upstalrs in our . houss and pubt in
the entire winter at our trade. Howsver the odor of tobaceo itogether with aitiing
on & ahalr all winter did not agree with me and spring srrlved I could po longer
ba kept in the houas,

s and & zdow were flnally orocuses
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planted uwsdng an ax to sut a slit into the sod depositing a fow graine of geed
corn into the mlit and stspping on 4t to cover it. A feir grop corn was produced
that season and some was cut wp for feed. Some of the sod broken that summer

was sown to wheat which produced a good crop ths next year. While very wall
Plassed with farming I had an embition %o become a machine man so I made a trip
W Enterprise to consult with Jake Ehreom, head of the Ehrsem Milling Machine
Humufacturing Company, Mr, Ehrsom readily agreed to scoapt me as an apprentice
to learn the trade. Wheat growing now became very ccomon and profitable. The
first headers were now being introduced. A header was procured that yoar by
Brother-in-law Pueggy, Brother Robert and Father. The task of running the heeder
was voted onto me. later a threshing machine was added to the equipment and I
hed another chance to show ny skill and ability as a mechanic. 9o 1t becanme
nscessary te abandon my plans to become o real machine man at Interpriss for the
time bedmg at leasts I soon became go thoroughly saturated with the threshing
machine bug that I was unable to sheke 4% off, and consequently I followed the
threshing geme & great many years.

Among the very first people I met on our arrival in the then amall town of
Junctdon City was a Mr. Jo A, Kusmer and his partner, a Mr. Reckon, who were
then in the Grosery business on the corner of sixth and Washington now oceupled
by Hickey and Dixon. The bullding then was of freme of native timber and asides
were boardsd up and downs Other firms of that day wers Strester & Strickler,
(eneral Mdse., Blattner & Blakely Hardware, John Ross & 3ons, John Gross & Sons,
Jargent Bertward, Chipman, Hoppen, and Deppish, the Kiehl Bros., Frank O'Riley,
Campbsll (The Auctioneer) Seott & Thurstons, John David, Ed. Tribune, Ges. Martdn,
Ed Union, Behrend, Vogler, Starkey, Heade, Fogarty, Dr. Rabsr, Dr. Schleshuber,
A few years lataer the Hockwalls gppeared on the seens and many others that I
could mention, Host of the buainess houses along Washington Street were frame
structures. My new assoclates were nearly all mature people which fsct may have
had a tendency to influence my mind toward maturer thoughts.

The chlef smusements of the early settlers wers an occasionzl beer party
and a dance or when we met L0 smuse curgelves telling stories. BErother Fred and
Add Xing were voled the champdon story tellsra. King was one of my faverites.
He would invite me to come and visit with him saying, "Come preparsd to stay all
day. Eab your breakfast at home. Bring slong your dinner. Go home for supper
and bring plenty of smolidng tobacco and two pipes and then we will have a =moke
together., 1 have some matches which I will donats free gratis.” Ons of King's
chisf tricks was to scare the wits out of strangers that might happen along and
ask for a night?s lodging ard King would go to any extremes to impress the stranger
that he (Xing) was a pirate and a very dangerous and desperatz character. 4
104 dewalry peddlier approsched the King heme one svening late asiing for a
nightis lodging which wes readily agreed to., During the suppsr hour King kept eyeing
a blg buteher imife and would oseasionally teat the knife with his thmmd to
ascertaln the degree of sharpneas of the knife. When supper was over King Wrdly
sseortad the strangar to the rocu hie was to cogupy that nigbt belng careful to
leaws the door partly open so the strangsr might hear the conversation that hoek
Pase in the next rowm. *Sedise,® Xing sddressed his wife, "What imve you done o
this mmlfe to maks 1t so dull? 0 wall,¥ says Xing, "that juet reainds ms ihal
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"0 now," says King, "you need not deny the faet that you helped me to drag
his body down to the hogpen.”

Shortly after the Kings had gone to bed some slow and cautious footsteps
were hesrd moving toward the door and a very low volce was heard to utter the
remark, ®Saved from a robber¥s den.®

Another favorite story went the rounds than about the two travelers seeing
a turtle with his head cut off and the turtle was still moving sbout. Ohe argued
that the turtle was dead because he was minus his head, the other argued the
turtle was not dead as he still was able to move sboubt. 8o it was agreed that
the firet man golng that way should be asked to psbtils the controversy. b wast
have been & Swede who came along, for his declslon wesy “He bhne dead alright
but he ban such tam fool he don®t find it eut yet.®

A fvlerd of cur femily frem I1linoles psid us 2 visit about corn husking time
and acccmparied me to the field to husk a load of corn. Soon we spled a cotion
tall rabbit and my friend preducing a emall revolver leaned over clese %o w hers
the rabbit was resting snd {ired once, twies, three times. AL the fourth shoi the
rabtdt jusped up and ran away. ®How I hit him,¥ seld he, “just see him go.®

lpdng scme one haul wheat. About aix Gfellers each with & load
of wheat passed over the Rockwall scale to be weighed. A colored boy working in
our nelghborhood at that time brought up the rear. The walgher, Mrs Calihan,
looked up at him with this question, “Whiech one of the Gfeller boys are you?®

The reply was "Who do you take me for aryway? My name le Henry Washington.®

Henry Washington had baen employed as & farm hand for some time and some of the
boyas found it to be lota of fun to teach Henry the Iwiss language. 8o Henry
became the only solored boy I ever met that could talk Swlss, Previoualy I have
deacribed some of the primltive methods of farming as was belng practiced in our
old home in Iowa, Soms improvement in ouwr methods of farming being noted ares

the hand corn planter has srrived on the scens which was a contrivance that the
oparator carried in both hands in front of his pesreon. The planter was then
jabbed in the loose ground depositing a fow kernels of corn. The fleld muat firat
be plowed and harrewed, then marked out both ways so as to enable us to cultivate
the eorn two ways, Our f£irst cultivators were called doubls shovel plows having
two shovels attached to a wood frmms drawn by a singls horse and would finish

one space between two rows each round. later a cultivator was used drawn by two
horses and would finish cultdvating ome full row at one operation, Small grain,
wheat, oats or millst were scwn by hand and ws s00n bscams axpert in mekdng a nlce
even spread with a heavy bag of seed on our shoulder. The then prevailing winds
wors mostly north and south which made it nsoessary to lay out the flelds east
and west, po the sesd might seread with the prevalling winds sowing with the

right hand one wey uaing tho left hand on the roturn trips

Returning back %o my first suwmer in Xapsas and the prairle breaking job
whieh job called for aharp plew shares, ] concedvsd the ldsa that with the nesessary
sruizmant I would be abls to hasmer oub my owa plow sharss thus sgving tdme and
monay, & sscond hand belloss, amvil, wies, hemser 2nd Jougs wersprooursd, §9L up,
. ‘ T s
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way as that was the first real money earned that I could call my very own.
After saving a few dollars I was struck with the speculative feover and invested
in e pig which later raised a family of six little porkers. Later I swapped some
of my swine herd for & ponsy and after that dealt ths pony and more pork for &
large mare which later also raised & famlly. By that time it dewned on me that
I was a natural born speculator and headed in the right direction te become a
susessafnl flnancler,

Havlng now arvaived & thet perled of 1ife 15 to 18 where nesrly all boys
{and some glrls tos) oversstimste thelr lmportance in life I began spsoulating
a3 o my futuwre greatness that I should achleve end when I should have resched
ny majority eventually., My thoughte would wander back to old hsme in Zewgoand
would speculate as to which of my former glrl friends I would chogss for a life
pertner (I sald checse) for it did not cccur to me than that it might be
necessary to consult the perty eof the second part in the matter - for I felt
that most any young lady should fesl provd to receive attention from me. I here
wish to confess that as a lover [ was & complete flops Bscause of the fact that
girls here sbouts were very scarse I consegusntly had no chance to practiecs the
gentle art of love making on them. Valentine's Day esme then the asme a5 it does
nows I imr@st@d & qm&rﬁ@@' selaating a ni@a valentine and addressed it to Hisa
Rose ILabhmes almer, Iowa, ag a prelimi ve Later a tintype photograph of myself
was mﬂ.@d t@ th@ game address which op@nm the way for future gorrespondence
which finally termdinated into a 1ife partnership on the eleventh day of Fovember
1880, The phmo of myself sent o Iowa was m‘t@d a8 the likensss of a falr
looking ymmg mane Another photo of the sams lmske was semt o my nephew,
Hermon Lehman, A low Duteh boy seeing it deelared; "Da kilked grad no ¥ie an
lorge which was not quite so complimentary and in good U. 3. A. language might
be translated ¥He looks like he might be & rescal.® I haw now rmched manhood
and thenks to my strenucus oubedoor exercime and the blacksmith shop I have
developed a strong healthy body, espscially from the ahoul:lm-a down. That part
of me above the shoulders nsed not be deseribed here. Both parts together reached
a hedght of five fest elght inches and the entire frames wedght about 160 pounds.

sasure was derived by breaking wild and sutlaw horses and mules.
These wild mtt%s were shipped in from Teuas, New Heaxdoo ard (regon and could
be purchased cheap, When they were broken te ride and drive they would sell again
at a geod prices Sometimes it became necesszary to call for help with extreme
vrruly horses and such calls were always readily answersd by my brother, Adelph.
Weather and climatic conditions being quite uncertaln then as now somé of the
older settlers bacmme dissatisfied with the country and scme were rsady to movs
most anywhere, but (regon ssemed the most likely place to go. Hy brother~in-law,
Fueggy, Was smong the mest snthusiastic defenders smeng the (regonisns. He offered
%o sell me his farm ab what seemed & very ressonable figure glving me plealy of
time te pay. Drother Adolph had a chancs to ssll his farm scame distance away =0
% was agreed that I wes to buys the Fueggy farm and we would divide the place
betwean us whieh we did., Fueggy now callad a gmhlia sale biring Ssme Cookson
for austionser. On the day of the sale & bilg orewd had gathered. A refreshment
ﬂ*t&nd w3 zal@g:a mﬁdﬁi mmim; wﬁwi@m% m@s,,gi% [0 @ig&mg mop and herd
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scend of the trouble, laetting drive one of my blacksmith fists in big. Cooksonts
face, grabbed his throat and down went Cookson and ms on top. He now trded to
reach my head with his boots which I managsd to dodge then he tried to pull my
head down with a view of using his teeth as a weapon of defense which also failed.
Them he agreed he had emough and I let him up. While the tussel was in progress
I felt & heavy blew landing on my cheek bone which was afterward learned was
daliv&r@ﬁ to me by the older Coclson with a rock and as the blood had been
remmdng fron my wound all that time I must have been quite a sight. HNo sooner
th&x it was noticed that I was bleeding a general riot started -- friends and
epemies alile beating each other without mercy. The Cocksons then took to
thelr hesls and fled leaeving thelr own team and wagon behinds PFuegsy insisted
that the Coslsons must coms beek for thedr tean and then he would have a shance
%0 finiﬁh th@ %hipping that they so richly deserved. We managed to got the team
seing Cookgons delivered the rig to them.

In the serly days I was inclined to the Damocratic aside of the political
fonee but after reading John J. Ingalls definition of the Democrats I turned
Republican end was a great admlrer of Teddy Roosevelt. Ingalls definition of a
Democrat was: %Hot all Demoerats are horsethieves but all horsethieves ars
Democrats.® When Teddy vwas rumning for president the first tims passing through
dJunstion City he made a ten minute stop at the depot and I stocd near emough o
hear his talk ard see him which I considered some achievement. Iater I heard
Mory Helen lLeaes who advised us farmers “to ralse less wheat and more hell.® I
aleo heard Senajor Peffer with the long whiaskers speak, also Stubs Simpson
{sodsless Jerry), and Senator Capper when he was a candidate for Governcr, and
Tom Meldel. Later I merved on a delsgation of three with (overnor Hoch to plead
for the freedom from the penitentdary of one of cwr friends.

I did not resch any dissy heighth in my own politlceal experience. Howevaer
I was once elected to the office of townshlp Treasurer without my knowledgs or
consant. I alse filled the responsible position of rosd oversesr and other well
paid positions such a8 member of the school board nearly forty ysars also shureh
counaeil and Sexton and many others too mmercus to memtlon.

In time I also acquired the title of "papa® and much later "grandpa.” I
might also mention that I served as s director of the *Fammerf®s Hutusl Insurancs
Cos® about 27 ysars, s member of the board ef directors of folden Rule Co., also
as president of that lnstitutdon, Director of the Upland Mutual Telephons Cos,
Director of the Alida Livestock Improvement (0., President, Treasurer and General
Manager of the Alids Thresher Co. later I also saerved as direstor, appralser
and president of the Local loan asseciation in connection with Federal loans for
the Federsal Lend Bank at Wichits., This pwobebly snded my useful coresr as a
public sexrvand as I now sport the title, "Retired? and parhaps sm now mmbared
smong the forpoblien men.

In the middle sightles I received my flrast lesson In feeding cabtle exd
mepardenced some dlfficulty o find anyons who could glve me the name of ang
fommissden firs dolng business in tho Kansss 0ity stodkyards. This proved %o be
a great treab ‘3‘@ ne as I Eui zm:; ﬁ?iiitw At ﬁs?@m vards belors. This o
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the meln freme were regdy for erection. BRrothers and neighbore sppeared on

that dey for en old feshioned bern ralsing. The main frame is up and now we

are ready %o ereoct the roof etocl which was mertised togethar frem 6 x & beaus

to the length of slzty fest being o heavy 14ft even for the nmusber of men preseént.

. Through an sccidental elip of the pdke poles used to raise this bean'] received

" the weight of that part of the beam at my end of the raising on my shoulder which
caused an injury to my spins of which I suffered eevers pain for many years

afterward. . - : SRR ¥ S S :

The early settlers wers noted for sourage and enduranss. Ome of our
-neighbors was suffering with a severe cass of toocthache which becoming unbearable
induced him to visit & Dr. Rudiez, a Frenciman, who took up a homestead nesr .
Chapman farming and practicing medicine. On arrival st the Dootorts home he
found the Dr. out on a call. He requested Mrs. Rudies to perform a&s hs could
not bear the pain any longer. Mrs. Rudies, however, refused to handle the
forceps, so our patient requests the use of the forceps himself and as he
describes the operation afterward he said, “"After dragging myself around the roecm
the troublescme tooth was finally extracted and I started bome feeling better.®

A story was told of one early settler who had no previous exparience in
agrioulture who would go out to gather his corn crop leaving his wagon near the
end of the field would send the children inte the field with baskets to bring
the snapped corn to the wagon to be husked thers. The early homesteaders were
required after five years residence on the homestead to prove by witness as
~ to their faithful performance of residence and were alsc required to give truthful

statements as to improvements. I was the witness for a Mr. Brueckner. The Land
office attendant questicned Mr. Brueckner regarding the improvements made on his
homestead during the five years residence the answer (which certainly was true)
wasy “First I lived in a small house, later I built a large house.and a straw
covered stable.” The clerk repeating the above asked how large the present
house was, The answer was "10 x 12 fest.™ A son of Mr. Brusckner who was raised
in Cincinnati came out to Kansas to assist his father in farming and to lsarn the
art of farming. As he informed me later his principal difficulty was to determine
the sex of the different farm animals, and evidently he was not quite sure but
that the 1ittle chicks received their nourishment from the Mother the. sams as
th‘ pigsdid. X Lo

- Pete Jackson gave me a surprise once when he started a conversation in German.
On being questioned his answer wasi "Wemn ich hab schnaps dann ick sprech deutch
wenn ick hat kein schnaps dum ich sprech kein deutsch,® Evidently this atimulant
increased his vocabulary. - L :

;‘”iréégwédafé;; aﬁ Englishman, at the lumberyﬂrd usgsd to ask.us'huw-many two
by "heights heighteens® we wanted. , :

Before a schoolhouse was built our church services were held in Fuegy's
house. Rev. Bauman, then living in the Turkey Cresk vicinity south of Abilens,
would hold services here once a month or oftener. Latsr a Rev. Scimidt served us
about every two weeks meeting in the school house. About the year 1880 our
Brother~in-law Rev. lehman moved here from Illinois and a church was built and he
served until his death. I was numbered among the charter members. The Methodist
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dencmination got an early foothold and tried hard to win us over to thelr faith.
They were very active holding camp-mestings and numerous revival meetings whers
thelr lungs, however, wers testsd out to the limit. One elderly neighbor who had
absolutely no talent for singing would join in the songs with the greatest
enthusissm singing the song in one tone of voice about twe octaves below congert
plteh which caused my father to remark, "I do not believe the goed lord would
feel offended Lf Mr. Fourder did not try to sing.®

The younger Bohnonblust boys invented an automatic grain weighing and
neasuring dsvice which attached to a thrasher separator would operate by the
welght of the grain and seemed a resl suscess. Ted Manz and I wers to have an
intereat in this invention provided we should help finance the wxpsnse of getting
this device patented. In time we received our letters patent and we expected
o be able to market our patent right at a good figure. The responsibility of
finding & buyer for our patent was voted to me. I made a t¥ip to Bacine; Wisconsin
in view of interesting the J. I. Cese Threshing Machine Company to purchase our
patent. Mr. Case gave me a respectful hearing but declined to make any definite
offer as he would need to cowneil with his board of directors and if eaid
directore were favorably inelined would then take up further negotiations with —
me. About a year later we noticed the J. I..(ase separator had a measuring and
wsighing device on the same principsl of ours but whth changes sufficient so as
not to infringe on our patent so we failed to get rich from our patent.

Une of our sarly troubles were prairie fires with blue stem growing to a
great height and fanned by a brisk wind crsated & great harard and many a settler
waa burned out of house and home. When a smoke was visible in the distance all
settlers begen preparing to save themselves or others by starting back fires and
plowing firegards which wers uaed to guide the backfires which were set to further
saveguard. the bulldings. Ho fences were to ba seen then as no material was
available to build fenceas with except native stone which was scmaetimes used to
build amall enclosures which were called corrals. Our horses used for farm work
were staked out evenings on fifty foot ropes with a picket pin driven into the
ground to keep them where wanted. Milk cows were staked out .the same way., lLater
& emooth wide was used attached to posts made from 2 x 4%s. Smooth wire however
did not prove satisfactory as the stock would scon learn to go through such fence.
We ware now baing informed that a Mr. Husebrock ag Riley Center had a machine that
was used to fasten barbs to the smooth wire which proved to be a success in fence
building and was readily used thersafter.

Hy earliest experiments with Alfalfa, Timethy, English bluegrass and Brome-
grass proved to be a success from the start sspecially the Alfalfa and acreage was
inereased from time to time, until the goal of ssventy-flve acres was resched,
This extra work of handling that amount of hay made 1t necsssary to Llnvest in so
called labor saving machinery. However aftar uslng the labor saving machinery
of every deseription for vears it gradually dawned on me that labor saving was
not the right nams. It should have been nemed, Labor making, as I had to work
harder than sver to keep all this machinary in repalr 0 1t conld be used suecssse
fullys Our firast tractor proved to bs a regular friek, causzing us an sudless
amount of grief. I hsd made a substantial eash Paymsnt on the oubtflt and ny mote
for tne balanss and keenly falt the humiliatlan of being atung by & bum dsal
Donsequently I sought bto try my hand at dlplemacy. T wrets a letiay o the company
aa Tollows;
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TO Mr, Waod, p '
Manager of Universal Traotor Company,
Minneapolis, Minnesota. '

Dear 8iri

Your favor of the 30th ult. received and have carefully noted contents.
I nots also that your Mr. Wilson firmly believes that there is nothing wrong with
my trastor. ‘How it may be that Mr. Wilson is right about the matter and then
agsin it may be possible that he may be in error. Now the fact that the engine
worked fairly well when Mr. Krugnan was hers is not sufficient proof that this
mechine can be made to work when the weather is hot. The fact of the matter is
that thé weather was moderately cool when Mr. Krugman was here and- immediately
afterward when the weather was hot the engine failed to work satisfactorily. The
tact of the whole matter is thisi that from July on when hot weather mads its
appearance this engine failed to work without overheating and ecausing any amount
of trouble and delay. The fact that 90 acres is all I have been able to plow all
thie fall and that with the aid of four viaits from Expert tractor men ought .to
bear me out in my statement. Now my contention is thisi no one yet has besn
able to operate this engine when the mercury was up to 90 degrees or more without
serious trouble and you are well sware of the fact that Kansas has the habit of
furnishing just such weather at the time when we want to plow. Now would you
expsct me to cheerfully admit that this engine is all O. K. when I know positively
that it is faulty and & freak. I do not ask you to take my word for it., But I
stand ready to prove by competent witnesses that such is a fact. However, I stand
ready to be convinced and would suggest that you ohcose an arbitrator and I will
choose ones ThHe two to choose a third., These three men to act as arbltrators
hearing all evidence in this case and decide the matter. We to accept thedr
decision as final, If they decids in my favor you are to furnish me with a new
tractor and I pay you a reasonsble smount for the use of this engine, If their
decision is in your favor I will pay that note with interest up to date and all
expense of arbitrators and witnessss. Or I will deposit $1200.00 in the hands
of same disinterested party and you are to send & man to cperate this engins next
gunmer when the thermometer stands at 90 or over, The engine to pull five
fourteen inch plows, plowing six inches deep. If your man succeeds to operate said
outfit for three days without serious trouble I will pay interest on the $1200,00
deposited up to date of test. If your man fails to operate saild outfit as
specified you are to furnish me a new tractor F. O. B. Junction City for the sum
of §1200, the amount of note. Or if you choose a Judge and twelve Jjurors might
decide the matter for us., Allow me to state that I am not hunting trouble. The
fact 18 I have had trouble encugh with this tractor to fully satisfy me. I
believe I have been fair in my offer and if you meet me half{ way we may be able
to rsach some mutually satisfactory agreement. '

P. Ho Gfeller.

This letter brought results., A new tractor arrived in due time and the
friek was loaded on same car and returned to Kansas City. Another unsatlsfastory
experience was when Bro. Adelph and I decided to open up a country storm and
gheese fagtory. A bullding was erectad, a stock of gensral marchandise was
purchased, and operatlion of cheess making begun. BDeslde our own milk we purshassed
from our nelghbors all the milk we could handle. In dus tims wa found out to
our disappointment arnd Iinanelal loss, that chesssmsaking was a howling feilurs
whieh eallad for scme radleal changes. After due conaldsration I made a trip Lo
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Monroe, Wisconsin (the Swies chesse manufacturing centsr) to try to induce some
expert cheesemaker to take over our chesse factory. I did not get much encourage-
ment as the Wisconsin folk seemed to be well posted on our Kansas climate whigh

%as blamed for our fallure in Kansas, So it was unanimously agreed to quit the
cheesemaking business as we could not stand the finaneisl strain of losing buai-
ness. The store business and the Tell Post Qffiece were continued by the firm of
Gfeller Brothers for some time afterward until I purchased Brother Adolphts share
and continued the business myself. About that time the firm of Clemons & Wilson
had built & new elevator which caused 11 feeling betweén the new firm and Mr.
Grassberger, the proprietor of the only stere in town. The result of this'ill
fesling was perhaps the cause that I was afterward epprosched by (lemons and Wilson
with an attrective proposition to purchase the store and property of Mr. Grassberger
and move my stock to Alida and join and share in the entire business which plan
was carried ocut. That same year Kansas raised one of ite bumper crops of corn.

A ten thousand bushel dorn crlb was filled with 12 to 15 cent corn which the fol-
lowing year was sold back to the farmers that raised it at &0 to 754, Being
encouraged by such a grand success we next tried & speculation in storing wheat
which finally rewarded us with a considerable loss. My job was to look after the
store and post office and had it not been for the credit business at that time
might have been classed as fairly successful, A shoe salesman of whom we purchased
most of our stocky this time he carried what he was plsssed to call a side line
which was composed of corn cure and managed to make a sale. On each trip afterward
he would let me feel that he got the best of me this time as we had not made a

sale of cornplaster. Knowing that he enjoyed & joke on himself az well as if he
could get one on his victim I was watching for an opportunity to pay him back with
interest for the corncure joke he had played on me.

. My chance came scon when he informed me that he had purchased a home of his
own and he would Improve and beeutify the interior of his newly purchased hame.
Also the lot must be provided with a beautiful lawn. My suggestion was that I
would be pleased to supply him with the necessary aeed both blus grass and white
clover and would have i1t billed direct from Bartaldes Beed Co, to his address
C. Oa D. "ds this was s new experience to him he wished to know about the quantity
of seed whish would be required to seed a city lot. I suggested about a half
bushel of blus grass seed and peck of white clover would be smple to insure a
good stand. This was readily agreed to by him and I was secrstly chuckling in
anticipation as to how the joke would be received by my vietim. I did not need
to.wait long. On his next visit he had hardly opened the door before he called
out to me, "Tou darned fool,™ was his greeting. "idn't you know that was enough
seed to sow a half section farm. I have supplied all the stores in town with
seed and still have enough on hand to start a wholesale seeil store,¥ After that
he would introduce me to his friends as the Pmeanest man in Eansas® and would then
caution his hearers to be on the lookout if they had any occasion to deal with
ms, Mr, Wilson wes the snginser and slevator man. Mr. (lemons had chargs of the
buying of grain and livestock as well as bookkesping and railroad and express
agent which arrangement kept us all-busy. After the sudden and unaxpected death
of Mr. Wilson it becams necessary for me to sssume some of the outside work andL
also to familiardze myself with the mechanical work conmected with the alsvator
without any previous knowledge or instruction. By first move was to build 2 fire
under the bollsr to ereate a head of stesm. Haxb I tested the injscitors whish
wars to suoply the boller with water. Then esntlously I opened the stem walve
and wheels bagan to wove. Heet I tasted the different gadgebs arcurd bo learn
thelr relative funetdops, wntil I had femlllariazed mysel? with the nsehinery,
Later I also found ocoagien to practics the art of buylng apd selling graln, live-
stock and coale I sleo was ovosslonally yreesed into sarving as depod angd supross
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agent end postmaster. On one occasion I ceme within an inch of losing my life at
the elsvator when a polaon gus had accumulated in the pit. My first warning came
28 1 was lowering myself into the pit with a lantern hanging at my side when the
iantern suddenly went outz at the same moment I felt ny wholes frame weskening and
was about to fall when with the last bit of strength I could muster I pulled
myself up and fell to the {loor of the elsvater completely exhausted, Another
¢lose call was soon afterward whea Judd Wilson had purchased a steam threshing rig
and requesisd my sssiastance in getting the rige started. I was steering the
tractor to & setiing of graln and had to meke a very short turnj thers was a gate
when 1t beceme necesaary to reverse the engine to bring the sepsrator in lins to
the gate, The sveparater however instead of backing up ss I expeated it would
enly ellow the tongus to hings and I found myself pinched betwssn the eeparator
and treotor. Throwing the lever in ferward position I found 1% stopped on dead
center and es I was pressed so tight that I eould mot gain snough breath to diresct
the exelted crowd around me I finally mede myself understoeod by metlon to move

the [lywhesael forward from the dsad center whieh relessed me from the #iss I had
been eaught in. '

George J. Wilson took the place of his father in due time and R. F. Lebman
takes the place of Mr. Clemons., The firm name is now Gfeller, Wilson and Lslman.
I recall many pleasant memories of my experiences at Allds durding that time I put
in thers. In time however I began to long for my former cecupation, farming., Seme
of our boys had now reached the age where they would be mors useful on the farm
than in business. We traded our stock of merchandise to Lacey and Ellis taking
their farms in trade. The rest of our property is divideds QGeorge Wilson takes
the stors bullding and residence and book accounts, He F. Laehman takes the Ellis
farm and I take the Lacey farm and elevator. For some time I rented the elevator
%o tenants at §75.00 per momth ard did not always get the §75.00. I concelved
the ldea to organisze a farmer's cooparative company to take over the slevator
rroparty which should prove to be a great benefit to the entire vieinity. In
time encugh subseriptionz were sesured to make it possible to organize and a
proposal wae made to the Upland cooperative Assosiationibo combine the Upland
Stors and Alids Elevator and form & new company. This plan was favorably received
and we organised under the name of #The Golden Rule Co." A board of dirsctors
including myself were elected and it proved to be & success {rom the start. At
about this tims the Brown Telephons Company built & telephone 1ine %o Chapman
thence north through Upland, Wekefield and Clay Center. A phons was placed in
our atore at Upland and by paying a toll charge could be used to communicats
with several towns around, My next move was Lo try to pursuade our directors
to bulld a phone line from Upland to Alida for ths convenisnce of cur menagers.
This plan howsver did not meet with the aprroval of the dirsctors at first. But
in time the line was bullt as proposed. I them built a line from cur homs one
mile north and attached my wire to the Upland-Alids wire whish zave me 220838 4o
the toll line, Next Mr, Olsen also conmected on the line and zoon 211 of our
direstora were provided with phones. I next solieited all the farm owners west
of Upland as far west as our lacey farm to ohip in 25.00 sash %o build a phone
line with the privilege of connseting 2 phoms ary time when they Jal® abls op
wanted Lo do 20. This slao was successfudl amd btelsphons lines bsgan to sppsad
gut liks a spiderweb : ] '
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requost of many etockhodders regarding the stending of the (olden Rule Co. will
say that I em feeling just s bit chesty right now for I have just recently
received the last note given by our Company duly cancslled. Now that means scme~
thing to me as well a8 it does to our stockholders.. And for once in owr history
¥We are oub of debl. Not only did we pay all outstanding loans and overdrafts

but diseounted all bills for goods at the store and todsy we own & cleaner more

up to date stook of merchandise than we have had for yesrs past. Now my dear
gtockholder this ought to be very importsnt to us all as our indebtedness was ths
roglt to which we came so near wrecking our old boat. Thres years ago the climax
was reachsd. The scens is a directers room. The chairman announced that the
purpose of that special meeting was to consider a letter fyrom President Pleres of
the Jentral Hational Bank pertaining t¢ an overdraft at sald bank and to adeept
the resignstion of the president ef the Golden Rule Yo, Cur regular loans ab

that time were about $5,800.,00 of which $1700 (the Steinfort losn) wae called for
goon theresfter. The presidentts resignation was reluctantly mecepted and your
hunble pervant was chesen to act 28 a scapsgoat to carry this load of indsbiednsas
into the wilderness and 1f posaible to serape it off and locse it., How the

newly elested goat did not fully realise what he was getting into for had our
mmerous ¢reditors been informed as to our finaneial standing would they mot have
salled for their money and foroed us into the hands of & resceiver whish would

have apelled banloupteyy What then must I do to escape the diegrase of being at
the hsad of our company if it falled. Now I was in it with both feet. Your
dirscters including the goat set to looking the old ricldty delapidated calsmity
atriken boat over and I suggested some nesded repaira and seon found that my plans
did not meet with faver, One suggested that the carburetor had gone rough.
Another claimed it was the Magneto or posaibly the eparkplugs wera csusing all
the trouble; another thought we might scon expsrience a blowcut. My opimlon
howsver was that the steering apparatus had failed o work properly. Taking hold
of the rudder and finding she seemed to gulde all right we started owr araft

away from her old resting place. 9seing a suitabls opportunity to escaps
rasponegibility one of my orew jumped into the water swem ashore and after expreas-
ing his opdnlon of his Chosen Successor in very forosful language it btegan to
derm upon my benighted brain that I had scmehow merited his displessure, However,
being very busy trying to guide the ship to safety I falled to get very much
encouragemsnt {rom gll the valuable suggestions offsrsd to me free grails ang
without price, Meamwhile the goat disappeared into the wilderness and as hias load
was rather top heavy shook himself very vigorously several iimes. The Steinfort
loan fell off his back which made the load $1700 lighter. Being encouragsd by
his success he turns three pumerasasults in the alr and to Mis dalight the 3600
loan from the Ipsuraenes Co, fell to esrth., Next came the Temmy Wilson loan of
$i000.00. It too seemed to yield to the vigorous bucking of ths goats The

neeh appearance of the goat was at the so-called snnual meeting of Fsh, 13, 1913.
I% was scon evident that the load 6tdll remaining $2500 was not heavwy enmcugh to
kesp that wouly goat from Wdeking over the trases of pakening up behind as the
dutehmen sald aboub hils mule 20 semething must be found to take ths plass of the
reduced load, How scmes the huworous part of my expsrisnce. The soche 1s again
a dlrestora? rocme. The goat s atanding trdal at the bar of Justize. The chisf
witness zade 1t very clear thad in order to meks a stubborn zoat parform proparly

he must be loaded dewn mot onlyl with debba bub wii idivule 23
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together in fear and mental angulsh of loosing their wall pald and extraordinary
pleasant jobss But our fear proved to be groundleas, The entire board of dirsctors
being reelested with a whoop and to crown the whole matter with glory it was
announced from the floor that the goat was also a great rat exterminators The
goat now disappears sgain. His next stunt 1s o unload the Mans debt $1000,00
whlch was accomplished sometime last summer. On the 30th of Jammary 1914 he had
the pleasure of handing over to our treasuwrer @ duly canscelled note of $1500.. .
Now Mr. Stockholder we are out of debt and youwr directors feel fairly well pleased
over thelr success. How gbout you Mr. Stockholder, if your directors have served
you well ackmowledgs 1%, 1f you ars displessed why not fire the whols push and
elect a new board of betbter business men?

by P. Ho (feller, President G. Re Goo
HOTICE &F ﬁ?ifﬁa; SN

A spacisl mesting of the shareholders of the Golden Rule Co. is hereby
ealled to be held at Uplend on the _ day of for the purpoee of consldering
and voting on & proposition to diseontinue the mercantile and elevator buainess
and rent out our houss, store and elevabters Ny object in ecalling this spacial
mesting 18 to get the expression of all our shareholders on the above proposition
by vote and in csse of favorable action the plan should work cul as followes .
The stock of merchandieé to be gold as soon as opportunity presents itself which
at last involoe wass

Herchandise Upland 28950 Dividends not c¢alled for $222

andlse Alida 2800 Dividands thia yesr 600

Alida 1166 Accounts 276

Aceounts Upland 1789 loans 3500

Cash Upland 418 Balance to stock 8958
Cash Alids 99

We must allow a considerable discount on our stock of merchandise in order. .
to make & sale and we have soms doubbful acceunts but a safe estimate is that all
sharebalders would recelve back mors than one half of their original investment
and we still have the house, store bullding and elevatoer propesrty. The remt
from house, store, and alevstor would bring in about §900 per year out of whigh
tax ard insurance would be paid leaving snough to pay 7 or 8% dividend on the
eriginal capital stock. Whersas undsr our pmesant method our proflts this ysar
smount to only 8473 about the same as last year. Honmresident stockholders and
sthers who canpot atiend this meeting are asked to f111 out and sign proxy herswith
and send Lo scms friend who may voie your stock. Corporation law provides that
each shawe of stook has one vobe nullifying owr by-laws cn this point. Each
shapsholder may b8 neld liable for doubls the amount of stock held.

Po Hs Gfﬁll%ﬂt’; %gﬁiéﬁﬂt (s Be G0e

The above plan was adopbed as this mesting and later surrled cuts In the
fadd of 1LEY3 T vladled the 15 falr at Chicago and spent a fow profitable and
) 3} el 8 1 : Lo 7 ar bafops wits :
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ot seem to relisve the mman jam very fast. Smme falnted especlally women and
wera herd to rescus {rom belng trampled by the crowde I earried a litile lunch
bag that dey and on opening it at noon found my sandwich ground to. powder by the
jam of the crowd at the fairgrounds ¥The peeple were so mumerous that not much of
interest aould be seen. I ventursd into one bullding after another and esch time
was caught into & jam and marched through the bullding witheut baing able to stop
or see enything except people. Along toward evening I chanced to.meet my nephew
whe with a partner had a produce eommisslon business on or neay Hay Market square,
Chicagos Several of thelr big husky cmployses were thers tocs I was asked to
aceompany then to the Midway Plasanee. I objected on seceunt of the dense crowd
of peoples One of the huskies replied, ust you hang te my coattail end I will
show you how %o procsed in & arewd.® I grabbed his coabttall, encther of the boys
grabbed mine, and se on until we were agll placed in & yow Indian fashion.. The
leader now produced a real Indian war whoop and moved forwerd. The crowd ahead
hearing the noige, began to move sideways making a path for us to pass. We
reashed cur Mldway destination in goed time and some of the boys tested thelr
capacity for eating and drinking sspecially the labter., AL a labte hour wo wers
~loaded inte what they called a #Talliho®, a kind ef double desked wagon drawn by
four horses. The trlp with horses teok zbout ons and ons-half hours io peach
Haymarket strest and during the entire trip the boys lept on singing “Ire Ra
Pundia® and I know that tuns up to this day. Some newspaper. corpespendent must
have cbserved our erowd at the Midway for en accurate deseription of our antlcs
st the fairgrounds wers desoribed in the Chisago Morning Tribuns the nexh merning.
Over Sunday I had the privilege of attending Church Services in the Church at
Bensonville where Rev. Lehman served se many years before coming to EKansas. I
made & trip to Florida. Having made a mental pleture of Florida the land of
flowers 1t was not hard to pursuade me to go thers with en exeursion party to
ses for mypelf. A& Kansas (lty Real Estate Co. had taken over about. ten thousand
acres of Florida land and offerved cheap rates. Our traln was made up at K. Co
and would be a speeial going through without changs. Om arrival at Jacksonville
we wers taken on a sight seaing trip to the Aligator and Ostrlch farm and were
told how to ralse the critters and wers offered young galters at L1fty cents
sach to take home for pots. Our next stop was St. Augustine whers we wers. shown
the old histerie bulldings and old Spanish Fort. Also the well that was supposed
to produce parpstual youth, We were offsred the privilegs of drinking water. at
this wonderful well for the sum of twenty-five sents, Thatfs where I may have
made a misteke by refusing to drink that water and ever aince I seem to grow
plder from year to year. Our main stop and destinaiion was Espinola, a litile
town in the timber. On arrival my interest was aroused when & bunch of young
razorback plge came running from the timber evidantly to meet our traln. They
would rare up on their hind legs watching for passengers to throw them scae
food whieh they often saught in thelr wide opeon mouths., HWe are now on ths seans
of our prospective land whish was all over grown with pins and other needlewnod.
These trese wers sll taped for the turpentins they proeduce. This raw Lurpsniine
was then delivered to stills whars the finlshed produet was mades Some of this
land was sleo overgrown with Palmetto. This plant hed s greab roob lying on
tep of 4te ground with thousands of amall shoestring like roots rumning desp lndo
Lhe a0
599 wers elzo larps lakss on thisz traat
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of the new land which in scme cases wers favorable. When my turn ¢ame I had.
barely started to describe my view I was premptly interrupted and axcused from
further testimony. We visited a real orange grove and had the privilege of
picking ripe oranges with our own hande. We aleso visited the principle potato
raising reglons, The potato flelds wers prepared with listers. Potatoes were
planted on the lister ridge in the furrows betwsen corns The corn al potato.
dgeing tdme had reached the hedghth of about twa feebs How a8 the potatoes were
dug for markst the ecern received its cultivation, The digging was all hand work
done mostly by colored felk and thedr families, Scmetime later; perhaps July the
corn would reach maturity and would be removed from the ground and o erop of grass
soin whieh produced thedr hay erop. Thus harvesting three erops from the pame
land in one year. We were also taken to the east ceast of Flerida about 15 .
miles away to ses the Atlantie Qosan and to Loy cur glklll as fiehevmen ard telks
a owlnm in the Atlantic. That was my first sight of the big pond, a beautiful
sight to beholds One of the Florida peste in that reglon was the fleas and on
bidding cur Landlady good-by I made the request te be allowed to take scms

of the troublesome insecta along home. Her angwer was, “Tou have my consant but
you will find that it is impogaibl@ t@ induc@ our pete to leave Florida® which

I feund to be true. . .

My next landseekers trip was in company with Mre Rohrer end others. We
landed at Scott Clty and visited several farme that convinced us that western
Kansas had & future chance to BECOME a successful farming reglon. Next we viaited
Leotl in Oreenly County locking arcund there and were further lmpressed with
the possibilities of that county, I had a dealre to see Winona and Bemsthing of
Iogan County a8 well as Themss Qounty of which I had some previcus information
through & ¥r. Geoffray who dssoribed that country as pleaasing to the aye. We
hire a livery rig and drive overlands There being po lodd cut roads then we .
followsd same faint traills finding it necessary at times to lower the fence of
some great pasture that lay in our path finally reaching the wonderful-Beutes
or Chalk bed formations of south logan County which we considered a most wonderful
fre}k of natures The land arcund Winons proved to be as Mr. (Queflfrey described
it "pleasing to the eye.?® Later I made another trip out west in company with
our three elder sons and om that trip we purchased one gection of Logan County
land. The following spring our sscond mon expressad his willingness to move out
to start farming our newly purchesed prairie. We loaded a frelght car with four
mules, some implemente and other necesaities and we ars on our way to start a
new hame, Our first job was to bulld a litile bachelorts shack, some sori of
gbable for the stock and drill & well which provéd to be a dry hele. Owr sacond
attempt proved succesaful at 200 fset depth but the diastansce from cur plready
tuilt heme made it necsesary to move the bulldings to the locatien of the well.
Latar our first born and mmber thres sons alao movaed there. In cur many vialie
we formed the scqualnbances and friendship of very meny Logan Counbty residents and
always fedt rlght abt home among them.

Bee Zeoping? Tss I alse becams a vee keepar and in time wms the manager of
about tweniy colondes. I gald mapsger which 18 net strlctly serrect as ab times
Lthe bess panagsd Lo 7% the best of the argwmend with thady sidng.
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In connection with bee-kesping I became a subscriber for the ™A, I. Root
Hee Journal.® Mr. Root was a persenal friend and interested cbserver of the
Wright brobhers experiments with thelr flying machines and would report the
results of thelr progress regulerly which to me seemed extremsly interesting and
T often would ask myself the question: Will they succeed? As I wish to keep up
to date on the uss of farm machinery I also wateh the improvements belng made
pach year.ofithe so-called horselsas carrlage or devll wegon &8 some wers plossed
to call it - the automebile. The final result was the purchase of a Reo two
eylinder cer which had & chaln drive and starter was accaaplished with a srank
attached to the mide of the sar and by vigorous turns several times would someiimes
gtart the englne ard sometimes not. It had a yubber top and side-curtalins but no
windshield, It was also equipped with cerbide lights which were cparated by
dripping water on the carblde ereating esetilens gas which would burns %The
igrdtion was sccemplished by & set of dry cells that had & habit of rupning deown
without previous notice. This first car that made its sppearancs in our neighe
borhood erested mueh talk and perhaps some envye Ibs prouwd posssssor soon fall
able to mest any mergency with hls up-to-date car, and subseguently entered his
car in en endurance run staged by the Junction (dty sute ewners. The result of
this test T will leave %o be described by Mr. Harger of the Abilene Chromiolee
The heeding resd "The farmsr and his motor car and how the farmer won the race.”
A gilver cup was offered as a prise in a two-day emdlurance rum arranged by the
automobile elub of o county seat towm last November. On the day of the start a
farmer drove im with hiag car and ssked 1f he might enter his car. It was lsse
axpensive than many in the 1list but the cautious gray headed owner knew his
polnts, He droppsd well into the rear of the long procession and the muarty townse
men smiled at his presumption. Along in the afternoon there came engles troubles
from receiving punctures, from careless driving and delays from ioossnsd parts.
But the farmer beldng his time avelded ruts and pursulng a steady even courss came
into each contyol on time and with his car rumning emcothly. That night ths .
¢ity folka had a dance., The farmer went to bed earlye in the mornlng he was
fresh and cool headed while the townemen were tired and nervous. When ths race
snded the farmer had the only psrfsct scors of the sevenieen entries apd proudly
carried the cup to his homs ten miles in the country whers 1t stands on tha
center table beside the family Bibls. The winmer was PsHe Ofeller, Junstien Gity,
Eansase - Ses photograph on another page.”

The evening after this experience mmerous congratulations were recelved by
phone and otherwlise and I had now gained scume reputation as a safle driver and
was aftarward privileged to give several timid old ladies and children their
first auto ride. The inscription on the cup 1si “Won by P. Ho Ufeller,
Fovember 9=10, 1908.%

Years ago I unexpectsdly ran inbo a nedghboring plase vhere s serious [lamlly
quarrel was going one 4n old mother was sxhauating hor vocabulery with all vile
namas she could think of dirssted against her son and wound up by calling o har
son, "iou ars 3 soneol-s-biteh.® And [ wondersd what she mdght have thought of
narsal? hed she knows the meanilng of her sccusaticon. The above gquasrel wes
Pinally savried to she distelad cowd, snd T was sumwonad as witnses, Thal was
& T fﬁf"""‘é’ 5'11’:‘ & "i Py & ¢ - 6
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I formed an early dislils for peddlars. My first experience was when I was
about twelve ysars olds A sewing machims peddler who stopped oceasionally at
our lowa home persuaded me to part with a emall revolver I had, promieing ms the
two dollars egreed on, on his next stop which neuxt s8bap never was made. Laber
years in Eanses a faningnlll peddler appsarsed at our home cn & cold stormy day
and asked to stay fer that ndght. My answer was that we could acccmmedate him
with lodging at the house but I had no spare roem in the bern for his tesme His
reply wag, I think too much of my team to leave them cud at night.® My reply,
®And I think too mush of my own stock to turn them out to pecemmodate a peddier.
Besldes you will understand that I did not send for you ard expect to get along
vary wall without your services and will allew you just ten minutes time to dig-
appear from ny premises.” He did not veguire the fll ten winutes %o make himaslf
dnvisible. The old lightening red swindle hsd been worked in our nelghborhoed
and had cocasion on thres different deals to help arbltrate betwsen swindlers and
victime. When & Bmooth agent with a fappy team entered our praemises, first pralaing
me as & progressive farmer and & man that was a lesder in his community. Then
introdueing himself ss ths agent for e reputable firm deeling in an article that
hed been wsed te perpstrate one of the greatest swindles evemykntwn. However 4o
prove his honesty aml a8 a matter of advertising he would choese the most influentisl
farmer in a nedghborhoed (which of course was me) and would red all his buildings
ordinarily about a €150 job for the amall sum of $25, Then he told me the story
of a farmer he had urged to protect his premises with lightening rods and with
taars coming to his eyws finished the story by deseribing the sad funeral of &
sweat little daughter of the man who refused to have his premises protected by
Ughtening rods and this swest little daughter was shruek by lightening and killed.
At this point I broke in and asked to be permitited to say a word of my own. I
addressed him as a stranger and had no good reason to doubt his honssty. You
informed me that your headquarters are Clay Centare HNow if you will kindly furnish
meé with references from the (lay Center bank, post master er business men from your
Lown as to the truthfulness of your statement them I will be ready to further
conglder your proposition as I sm just a little bit susplolous of ilightening red
peddlerss A4s I just recently had the pleasurs of helping three of my neighbors
oub of lightening rod sorapes. He soemed svddenly to remember that he had & very
importent engagement elsewhere and had alrgsdy overatayed his time. #Goodbye.®

I try my sicdll as a collector of bad debts. During cur store-keeping days
many bills on our books proved to be hard to collect which fast offered planty of
practice In collesting. I will describe only this ocnet I hed made several trips
to this custamerts farm to collect nnd bedng very urgent this time I received the
followlng answers ®If you can get this monsy befors I do, you are {dam) welcome
w0 get 1%.% This answer of course stirred up s debermination in me to see the
matter through and 1f nothing more I could cause him & basket full of trouble Eveves
waye 0 I zmake a bes line to the farm of the nearest Justice of the pesece and
sater gult on cur olaim and ask the Jjustdce to provids me with a bill of atbachmeht
or whatewsr them things are called. The justise objected as that was ot a
regular procsdura bub 12 I would furnish an indempliy bond (whieh I dld) he
veuld proceds according o ny wishes. Celling my athention 4o the fact that 47

ne gl borne mlght sus for d 30 Tha neblee of abiasimant
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and atarted for Abilen$ to have the mortgage placed on record, But bafore he
could reach Abilens hie horse fell exhausted from over exertion and dled by the
time he reached Abilens, The recorder®s office had been closed for the day, so
all he had to show for his day's work was a fallure and a dead horse. A fow
dayes later I was informed that he was husking corn and hauling it to Chapmsn. As
our trisl had not ceme off yet I asked the justice to place Csborn under arvest
untdl 1% could be deeided if the corn belonged to me or to him. HNexb day the
constable caught Osborn en the road to Chapmen with s load of corn and informed
him thet he was under arrest and he was to be taken to Abilene end placed in jail
until afber the trials Osborn now begged to be left free and he would turn
arownd and heul his lood of corm to Alida and settle with 0fellér. In due time
he arrived at Alida and paid his b4l in full and received o recsipt for it. I
thanked him and lnvited him to avall himself of cur libersl aredit syotem in the
futurs which he d4d not do. HNow ¥ wish to csution enyons that should pursusde
thase lines to striet ssarecy as I might be swmeoned to Washington D Co to Jedn
Frankiinis brain trust and bs sent Lo Burcpe to colleet our war debts. I have s
vague notlon that Gsb@rn doen®t like me very much even to this d&y

Hy trip to Epring@rg Hew Hexico with Brother Adolph to bring hﬁm@ a bunsh
of longhorn steers he had contracted for was a very interesting exper Then
it was that I saw some of the Hoeky Hountains whish from a distence app&ar&d
like & storm elaud. On nearing the mountaine we passed through a tunnel arriving
gt the Springer ranch and we wore furnished with saddle horses and werse privileged
to aid the round-upy a lsrge bunch of longhorns were rounded up and corralled.
¥ow the sorting out is under way. DBrother and I take cur stand on top of the
atockyerds femce. The steers are driven down a narrew alley lsading to a double
gatse The acospbed steers were designated as Kansas Gity. Those rejected
Springer. Scmetdmes a refused aritter would find his way into our asespted bunch
arl had to be roped and drug out. That is wherse the skdll of bhe cowbeys was
witnessed, also the training of the cow ponies. The yards were desp with dust

trampling of the cattles feet. One stesr was ropsd and in some way

gut tangled in the rope. The cowboy leaves the end of the lasso tied to saddle-
horn, diemeunts to untangle the critter. As soon as free the sieer alarts on &
dead run with the cowboy hanging to the rope in a altting positlon which £iilsd
his pantlegs full of dust, He finally detaches himself and the horse leads the
animal unaided by a rider out of the corral, Brother sxparienced considersble
trouble to tsach these catile to eat grain as they had not sesm or tasted eornm
baforae.

1 encounterad snd became a victim of plckpockets. Wife and I rscelve a
request to partlcipate in the Colden Wedding Amniversary celsbration of wifets
parents which was 20 be a complets surprlaze to sald parentss Yo hurredly maks the
naeesaary reparstions for the trip and on our satry in the soach of tha U. 2.
train ab Junotlon ity looklng for ssabs wo were jossaled and crowdsd from boih
roar and front whlch did not seem urisual on railrsad tralns and we thought oo
mors ahoat 1% untdl we aporeached Kansas Cliy when I dlscoversd te ay dlmmay that
i 4%5 miﬂﬁm ng pack@% b@@k e@m@aaning the funds h@ﬁ@ﬁm@ry t@ @@nﬁ&nu@ our trip
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arranged as to take the old coupls by a cemplete swrprise. The different
branches of the Lshman family were to meet at a certaln place and time and proesed
in a body to the Lehman home « ard & surprige it was. Mother<in-lew was the
first to notice the gang entering the yards HTheyire all here,® she sald, ¥even
Herman and Rogpe from Esngas.® Thay day was plessantly spent by cenversation of
olden times, singlng omd & good dirmer. Knowing that the selebrants did not
speak Mnglish and wishing to plesse tham I tried bavrd to keep the convereation
going 4n our 01d Swise bwogue whieh pleased father-in-law go well that he patted
me en the shoulder in the eveming with the remerk, "You have helped to mske thie

& vary plessent day for mes, If 1% had not been .fa:rz“ your effort to kesp the con=
W@&‘bﬁ.@n in & language that I can understand it would probably have drifted to
tngldish and I would not lwe besn sble te follow er contribute to the comversation.®
I have nob herstofere made any spesiel effert to pﬂbli%h ny first end only contast
with plak pocketa.

and becums 9o i,nt@m@t@d that I concelved the id@a to d,@ &1.‘1. in my power %o
premote the preliminavies for a test well for oil. I suggested to Hennessy that
wa might bhe able to gecure loases on ten thousand acres 1f he would promete the
drilling on a test well, We encountered no sericus diffieulty in procuring the
nsceszary leases although one old lady ebjected %o algning the leass untdl we
would make it mn to hey m’&i@fmtien if we intended to drdll for Just ordinary
rasolin sured that we hoped to suscesd in finﬁing boi;h
she slgned t.h@ 1@&@@ withoud mrm abj@ati@ms The necessary leases being
procured Hmssy conteasts for & test well to be drilled by a then reputed
millionaire, Deerdng Marshall. A lseatlon was staked and work began. And hers
I will confess that in my mind’s aye I could ses our entire neighborhood meluming
in oil and secretly I began to plan what I would do with the Millions that were
in prospest. Of course I would spend & considerable sum for gharitable purplees.
I would also remember "@h@ ‘"@@hg and an erphants heme might be promoted. Perhaps
Fi] abroad and m‘b but net least I would ses thatb
both of my trousars Wr@ auppl&@ with suspenders. DBub all this proved to be
unnecessary. We encounbtered all the mishaps and grisf that were known to the
ol drilling geme. All known and unknowm methods wers employed bo relse funds to
contimze drilling, and after all resources wers exhsusted the hole was abandoned
and wo had some experience in the oil gema.

We sos the mountalns. For many ysars we make regular tripe per aubto o
Wastern Kansas to visit our sons and thely famildess, Our first teips wers
aseonplished in two days steedy driving on posr rsads and more often no reads ab
alle Findlng vo zersges o f1lllng stations em the waye. ¥s would find shelber
for the car in livery barns and sometimes in delveways of alevabors and would
sometimes flnd it diffleult to Iind o groocery stors thabt ceuld supply ws with
the nesessary gascline and as we had no marked reads ab thab tlme 1t was nsavassry
to makte imeulry ab every town 25 o how %o find the next towm.  And on srvival &

mﬁ ﬁ%?«iﬁﬂ%u@m 1 would boost of ubﬂ £ m% thas T bad made fram £A8ts oz Lo buomly
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and finally registered at s hotel we were ushared to an mpty rocm by the bell
hop and I cbjected to ocoupy a room without a bed and did not propose to sit up
all filght. The ballhop that proceeded te open up what seemed to be a big doer
in the wall and our bed dropped out of the wall and proved satisfactory. Hext
morning we again explored Denver finding one of the many parks which we found very
interesting. Later we hsaded for Colorado Springs arriving there soon after the
noon hour, In the afiernoon we drove to Hanltou and to our amagement notdced
tor the first time in our lives what appeared to be water rumning up greds. Wext
ws visited the Cafs of the Winds and Garden of the Gods, Next day our schedule
called for & trip on Plkes Pesk. There was same kind of an suto road to the Peek
&t that time but we did not eare to risk cur old ear to take us up eo we mount
the cogroasd and I wonder of all wonders what a sight to beholds A little train
rurming on eogs up the mountain side some places as stesp as up an ordinary house
roef. Hith a eanyon many hundred feet deep just below us, MHagnificent growth of
pines, wonderful formations or rocks, now and then & mountain lake came in view
end at one point the conductor called our attention to the fach that mountain
PEAKS from three etates, Colorade, Utah and New Hexdoo could be seen from that
point, How we reach the timber line and I begin to labor for breath. ¥ill
Altwegg coxplaing of his stemach feeling queers. We now reach the top of Plkes
Peak, I should have enjoyed a stroll around there but fourd it impossible to
move around very much as I felt faint and was compelled to sit still untll we
again resched lower altitude, We all suffered from the cold up there but we had
gean Pikes Peak. - - :

Swiss Econcay. The Scotch jokes on ecomomy and thrift have nothing on the
Swigs in knoedng how to help themsslves in case of necessity, The Swiss men have
a rather bad habit of using tobacco and as money was Scarce and hard toget they
would raiss thelr cwn tobacco. When cured would first ehew it then dry the
chewed wad, put it into a pipe made of a corncob and with an elderberry stem
(hame manufsctured) end would then smoke the previously chewed wads The ashes
¥sreo then used for smuff. The molsture produced from the noss by the suff was
used to grease their boots. This may be just a bit exaggerated and goes to prove
that necessity is the mother of invention. -

We organise & brass band. The membars ware mostly Gfellers, a few Kellers
and Ted Mang., After practicing a few times we were able to play (ld Hundred so
well that most eny listener might heve recognised what it wae intended for. 'An
old band leader, Al Walters, paid us a visit and was requested to take charge of
curband for the evening., He asked us to give him & sample of our abllity as
musiclans and Old Hundred was dished up to him, "Es ist emel afa au Gcpes,™ was
his commemt., Ab any rate it 4s at least something, that means his remark. Now
he drills us with bass and afterbeat until we got an idea of what that was.
Hext he tried to teke uvs through a simple plecs of band musie, Here he eald to

players, "fou played WE® ingtead of "F%, ¥ies, I know;" was
the answar, ®1 just h ened to hit the wrong trigger.® In time we were invited
to play for plenics and pelitiesl gatherings and found lote of pleasurs and
patlafsotion out ¢f ow experience with cur band,

Yo organize the Allda Thras 5. This wes a poor wheat ymer and most of
our paguler throshermen moved thalr rlgs oub wesd whars whest was bstier laaving
v withoud the nocsspary mackdnss to do our thrashing. He than declded to ovganlizae
and buy our eowa threshing oudfite I3 wes the laber days of Qetober when the
oabfit was Pooady to stard works With my tltls decorated as goneral Ranagdy ¥o mads
zoed dime with ouwr work uadll a wob apall eol in and thw flalds bacims 50 Wb ar-
goe ; 2 wnidl the ground frose hard enough
W g bl o uhflse labar s god deifts of
; : ras frem ons {arm 1o the other. Sozetlues




=28«

equiring a half day to move a half mile. At one place we were within a few

yards of a ssttdng of whaatl when our engine broke through the frosen ground.

Amiwith%h@aidofnfwloadaofrencepostawebuiltatraekand

finally suscesded in getting set to thrash that esetidng. - Finally we finished

our last job when the thermometer stood at 15 degress below sercs A meeting

was now ealied to hear my report which of course did not show any very flattering
finaneial suscess. Two or three of our members were displeased with the result
nhiwadmﬁmmﬂywwmwmcmny. Xnnrdwtoprwemyselfa

capable manage peenad nesessary to accept the job as manager for anoiher
which pwwd eo successful that we were able to m for our ocubfit from

ths mﬁtm made that season. 86 1 d@@id@d te quit while my cvedit was good

and tl:m%?s By last @ffm as 3 threshermm

andily were o pretty healthy bunch of mngst@rs and Dostors were mt
mh in evidence at our house until the good wife and mother was attacked by a
very rare eye disease calledi(sucoma which caused her very severe pain end
finally salled for an opevation which failed end made it necessary to remcve
one eyeas “The other eye was alse affected but wes saved for the time being, and

rved her well for about twelve years when total blindness set in. In the mean-

' elmdretimdandmwedto&mctiancmymxmmemsmsm

into service a8 & director and land appraiser for the local Federsl Loan
Associaticn. After a fow years I deemed it essential to resign and once more
Jodn the pociety of %las Beens,.®

mthgmmmumnxmmtamwwm:wornymmamd
impressions cormected with the pericd during the World War. 'But the subject is
so distasteful to me that I shall cut it ehart. Ihadalwaylwmideredmalf
& patriot and ready to fight for oy country anytime if we were to be attacksd by
a forelgn country. But was btdtterly opposed to our entrance into the Eurcpesn
aqmbhleandﬁlhaduwwsedmyopinionthm as I do now I should have been
tarred and feathered or perhape sent to the pen. Hhathxn-t.myfeelingsperha.pa
the most was that everyone that happened to be afflicted with a foreigh name
was to be watehsd and mistrusted a3 a dangercus individusl. It was also hard to
bear when I needed to buy a sack of flour to be loaded down with fifty or one
hundred pounds of cornmeal, chopped kaffir and cats that I did not need or want.
80 called liberty bonds were furced on many people that could 111 afford to buy.
Wall that's emough on this subject — I quit right hers.

Family Reletions. This is a very delicate subject and I tackle 1% wlth
fear and trembling because some unguarded remark might lose me my pressnt
reputation, It has been sald that oul of svery h@reﬂ pecple ninety-five do
not think a2t alls 7The othér five that do all the thimking do not tell us whether
they think se what¥e the differense? It has algebms&i,dth&tamm
lock wise and get sway with it previded he kesps his mouth shut, but if he goes
to talldng he will let the cat out of the bag. 8o if 1 had kept stdll and not
writben this story I might have probably passed myself as an intelligent man.
Hell X smt@d to say or rather write something about famlly matiers. Hy wife

soarabed 25 I have mentloned elsewhere vhen I want to Eansas and did
not %m &@&xz wrtdd shoptly before cur marrlsge consaguently we hed mobt mueh
chanss for inddeats sopalntanss., Dalers we ware unlied, my resconing wes that
she WAl Jren. 8 Very mibstantial and horsrablo family and reaved in an exsellemt
anvirerment and Influensed by & vary plous mether and I certalnly took no chanees
L.} ’%Mf:zixw hm*‘ for o lﬁ‘ﬁ’@ g&&ﬁﬂ@? And ay reszoning Tﬁ‘*wﬂdt@ he eoryest, aha

S et L sl el housekeoper and medal mobhar. 0% the
m:) f 2 pot qualifisd %o sayy bub bo venlupa a4 gUess
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she may heve been just-a bit dlesppointed when she awcke to the fact that our
dispositicns were in many ways opposites and I wonder if she had known befuore
the ceramony 1f che might not have made & mental reservation when the question
wvaz put to h@m "’Do you taks this man,® ebc. “Wuntil death do us part,” ¢he might
have added, "During goo: comnon 86nse and chardtable
disp%iﬁien mad@ it po%ibl@ that I should be tolerated long encugh that we ware
privileged to selebrate our fiftleth anniversary on the eleventh day of Neovember,
1930, Ard now it does not seenm probable thabt edther of we will find 4% neoessary

B

to make a hurrled trip to Renos, The rearing @f & large —' ly slways 12 and wes
& pmblm;m in this I belleve we parente were bobh determ] to ralse our
credit to uss How we mw@d@ﬁ mey be left to the

jud.@@nt of @th@m. 2 the 14¢tle real trouble we had it 48 my cwmn
opdnion that olr youn gaters had o good disposition er that ve aldebers were goed
&l sdplinarians ohdldren thought of thelr training X can only venture
another Cuess. At &ﬂ.m& I imagine I may have been Mm for o stern g
perhaps bordering on dietatorship. DBub now sines they ave all grow
families of their own and wnderstand the problems of rearing fasﬁ.li@ﬁ thay pay now
view thelr home training in & different lﬁ@te At. any rate they all seen %o
enjey & visit ot ths perer ; opportunity is found. A remark
made within my hearing which is epprecis
with than ny eld dad." At no tinme cinring our wedded life did it seem nscessary
to call for cutside help as erbitrators. For the benefit he 6! anyons
thet might need advics on setiling family squabbles I would r¢ d the old
and sugcsessfnl remedy proposed by the wise pastor when a female member of his
flock exeitedly infermsd him of the viclent > hexr husband possessed. fea,®
aﬁdsha,%eﬁﬂmalﬂtbmeforhmaatammﬁ immasibl@
to bear it eny longers® I may bo sble to help you,” ansy

agree to follow my instructionms te the l@twm” - ng is a magle Wation.
Row wm time your musband starts o quarrel take a tablespoen full of this remedy
into your mouth and don't swallow or spit. it out untdl your tormentor quits fussing
with ynu«’* This remedy will I b@lim bring good results even now and is hereby

aaining sex Yut for the masculine side of the

:l.f the husband is s ninty-five pounder and his
spcumia m@mewmtmwammmumm

I have p&aa@d through life up to this time without eny merious sickness: And
still I had my share of suffering te bear, Sanetimes the suffering was so severe
that I became almest helpless caused by the injury to my spﬂ.m at owr barn-raising
which I mentioned before, which may have aggravated my sirsady well develop:
temper to the point where an explesion might be ex nd

@d.thmm due war
This excuse 1s offered $o justily and explaln why m@ m&ﬂ sae nob all t&m&
mugarecoateds I also experiensed a spell of kidney stons sleo ealled grevel
whish proved Lo bs the moet palnful w@xfiwm of my Mfe, I might also add
2 sandn This aliment eshould met be
sonfused with aleeping slckness as I did xwt a;la@p all the time, ¥y view of
stueatlen or general lesyning mey have besen Influenced szomewbab by sone stordies
told aboub boys whe were senb to @ﬁll@ggm Of ana 1t was %lﬂi that he was to
m«mﬁi ze in Latine. On bis wislh hose afber &m m@z‘ﬁ yeur in @@‘iléfeﬁ@ ‘% &.m
3 father ab the barn loading a sart widh T ahdng o ba
iz ahozen Latdn, zelnitdng to the '
iﬁt‘a Hio fm@.f‘”L}azsu i g
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Arother story was told of the old farmer who accempanied his son to collsge
and spproaching one of the professcrs asked what he the Prof could teach his son.
"] teach general mathamatics, Geametry and Trigencmentry® was the answer. 'fell,"
decided the old man, ¥give him plenty of trigm@’ery as he alwa m the poamst
shot we had on the place.¥®

Our own experience with c&llege @dumti@ne’hmfwms rx@w@s:i quiba satiefactorys.
One son now sports the title of electrical engineer and holds down a mapomihle
position with the Ceneral Eloctris, I did net try him on his Iatin but guess
that he must have taken some trigercmetry as I sm informed that he is a goed shot
with golf balls. Hosb of our other ymngatam had at loast & chancs of & eollege
short course, All this time we were spared the anxlety of kidnapers., Hot b@@@nﬁ@
we did not eomidm- any ons of our childmn W@ll w&:@‘th & ransou @f Fifty-thovsant
dollars exd my ressoning _ SO :
callsct a fifty thmxmnd
and satisfastion of late years was owr anmmsl reunion of the (feller tribe wherse
we neet {0 exchange grestings and renewing acquaintanses snd witnees ix@@r@ming
programs and talks by some mamber of our. cl&m A femdly tres also hap teken
and has grown branches that now mmber arcund one thousand mambers of the r-' i ginal
tres who were my father and mother who arrived in Amarice frem Sdtserland in
1853, At this writing only four of the fourteen original Gfeller famlly ars
living, sister Qhoristine Buhwer, Mrs., loulss Pueggy, Brother Adelph and mysalf
My own family has inereased from our nine living sons end daughtere to thirty-
seven grandehildren and one great grandson. Andhheleastmmmth&twm
very proud of then.

r mans A &marwof much plessure

The ordginal Gfeller family first seitled on a fari near Ghimgo when that
place was callsed a town. lLater moving westward by team and covered wagen and
tis reminds me of a joke my brothsr Fred used to tell on himself which happenaed
on their way to the then young state of Iowa, Mh&dt&@narﬁwl@amm
the English language and was yreesed into service where the English was nesded.
One day as the wagons were halted for a meal and reet Fred was sent to & nbarby
village to procure a sack of brato feed the horses. Heetihg a man he ssdd, .
®Mister, could you tell me whers I could buy two bushels of brandy?® The stranger
answared, "If you want that muech brandy you will need to go to the distillery.”
*Hell den where do stillary live,”® Pred inquired. _

The family in due time arrdived at Polk ity and settled om & farw with a-
log house where I first saw the light of day and started my etruggls with life
which has prampted these lines. I have tried te adjust myself to envirement
and ¢ireumstances encountered on my jouwrney through life and geaduslly formed a
private opdnion that s psreon showld not be punished for doing geed to Wle
fellow man end many times have baken chances in geing sssurity or ball for semeons
in need or lroubls, and seldom med with any constderabdls less unidl of lste yoars
when I conssnted to iry to savs a ralatdve Srom rudy end bapkrepbey. This
mroved o be the grealtest error of Judgment and caused ne an endlass smount of
troubls and heavy flnanclal loss. And ny only consslation is that a local bank
preaidant who backsd the aseme walortunate deal sustained even 5 gresteyr loss
than I dids, Whieh sneowragss one 3o say thad my w‘m %@@s&@m was %"? l&mt a@
worsd than his. Thiszs in the sodedon of coma w v
signing them unfartunabs sapers 1o the wee
tha thirtsenih in the derhk

af s noon, &b,
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to my neme something li_}m, Xo Yo Wo Za7

In sumning up some of the things that happened to me and what I have done
all this time it might be appropriate aleo to call in smme of my nedghbors and
get them to tell scme of the things that I did not do that I should have done.
So I now stop to meditate trying te sum up the mysteries of life amd wonder
what it has all been about and what Bave I achieved in & lifetime and éheald I
be able to live my life over egain would I do any better than I ddd. We are now
living a quiet tranguil 1ife surrounded by mmerous frieuds as well as our ounL
children and grandehildren who ave all good to us. The good wife¥s blindness has
basn & severe blow to us all but her cheerful. vwiew of her affliction makes Lt
more besreble. And after all we are grateful as we contemplate that soamething
@ren worse might have overtaken us, and we confidentially hops that when we shall
mb@@neallﬁdt@mﬁmlmstitwba gald of us - they tried to do

te :

My life has been full of interesting experiences having arrived at about the
sane time as the machine age and was privileged to witness the wonderful rogreas
of improved farm machinsry as well as telephons, alestric lights, gasoline -
engine, streamline trains, automobiles, airplanes, radio and thousands of other
inventions to lighten the human burdens and meks this old sorld a more plessant

8y Hary Lix Montgoniery ~—

- For Gfellers only: ©.. 51 _
e A non-local nurse working-at Geary' Com:|
munity Hospital walked down the hall to the elevator!
with a visitor who made the remark about someone,
“She’_s a GfEHeI"_.” ) ) T ' lf,'
_*.7i -‘The nurse nodded pleasantly but, walking back
to the. nurses’ .station, puzzlement set .in. “Two .nurses
were in the station and our nursie asked them, “What's.
a Gfel_ler?’f . o

LR el

oot Nursie became more confoundédii*Could 1758
an ailment I haven't heard of - v maybe- 2 iloeal
epidernic’ of some sort,” she thought.’ “Or maybe a|
brotherhood or a religious sect?” e

At the risk of appearing ignorant she persi
“But WHAT is it . . . a Gfeller?” - S e e

. .The two other nurses dissolved.in laughter
telling her it is a very large local family. . .°* Rt
.  Actually there are 36 listings of Gfeller in' the
telephone book and heaven only knows how many off:
Jepring and married-into  Gfellers. Peter- and - Maria
nGiellsr came here from Switzerland jn 1853 Aand, how
their tribe incredsed! e s :y

-
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